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PREFACE. 


: Tus » work now offered to the . is a the reſult - 


iT of ſeveral years application, during the author $ h 


relaxation from his profeſſional duties, and the 


. avocation of his leiſure hours. 


An account of the tranſactions at the court of 


- Delhi during an intereſting and eventful period, 


N and the incidents and occurrences which have 


| marked the decline of power of the race of Timoor 5 


under the turbulent reign of the ill. fated Shah- 


| Aulum, (in all probahility the laſt of that t family 


” 
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it is preſumed, fail to prove acceptable to a Britiſh 


vil | PREFACE. 


who will fit on the throne of Hindoftaun) cannot, 


reader. 


A long reſidence | in India has afforded the author 


frequent opportunities c of acquiring much local i in- 

formation; A and moſt of the geographical remarks 
were obtained by him on the ſpot, while ona fur- Os 
vey, ordered by the Bengal government, through 
the Doo Ab 5 and adjacent countries in 1798-4; ; 


5 and on a fimilar occaſion through the province of 
_ Rohilcund | in 1795- 6. 5 


Tha peruſal of the ſeveral — manufenpes 


YL named in the Appendix, and particularly the Shah 
Aulum Nameh, (a hiſtory « of the reign of che pre- . 
ſent in) written ay Gholaum Ali, Aa learned : 


[ 


A country lying betwixt the rivers Ganges and Jumna. 


PREFACE xix 
native, afforded the author ample materials for re- 
lating ſuch tranſactions as took place within the 
authority and influence of the court at Delhi: and : 
to his friends, on various occaſions, he is happy to 


acknowledge his 2 obligations. 


= To 18. Charles Reynolds, farveyorgeneral 
5 of the Bombay eftabliſhment, Mr. Johnſtone of 5 
Lucknow, Major Kirkpatrick, Colonel Palmer, 


and Captain Salkeld, of the Bengal eſtablifpment, 


| he begs leave to offer his hearty acknowledgements 
for the readineſs with which they ſupplied him with 


Aa Ty of intereſting documents for the preſent | 


= work. 


beck are e materials from which the Hiſtory of 


| "ths. Reign of Shah- Aulum has been compiled; 
conſcious, that notwithſtanding the pains and care SI 
which have been beſtowed « on it to attain perfection, 


* 


xx PREFAC E. 
numerous errors and inaccuracies may have crept 


in, the author truſts that the authenticity of the mat- 


ter it contains, will, in a great meaſure, counter- 
balance its defects, and he therefore cheerfully 
delivers it to the public, with the diffidence natu- 


rally attendant on a firſt attempt in this arduous 


branch of literature. 
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CHAP. 1 


4 Narrative of the principal Occurrences and Revolutions of ' the 


Manmup x 


Court of SHAHJEHANABAD from the Reign of 


IN the laſt year of the reign of Mahmud Shah (A. p. 1 747) Ahmud | 

Shah, the king c of the Abdallees, invaded Lahoor, which province he 
| claimed by inheritance from Nadir Shah . Mahmud Shah ſent a —̃ 
large army againſt him under the command of his ſon, Ahmud Shah, 


attended by the vizir Cummer- o deen Cawn, and his fon, Mohim 36 nes 
— % ĩ?kõ⁰O⅛iiĩ 


 * Ahmud Shah Dooranee, or Abdallee ; Shahiſhahan, (or King of Kings). 

+ By the treaty made between Nadir Shah and Mahmud Shah, the former was to 
| poſſeſs all the countries lying welt of the river Attoc, beſides the revenues of the pro- 
vinces of Lahoor, Guzzerat, Multan, and Cabul, on the other ſide, which were to 
be collected by the officers of the Hindoſtaun court. 
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ool Moolk. The Abdallee was worſted, and obliged to ay t to his 
own country. Cummer-o'deen being ſlain in this war, his ſon, 
Mohim ool Moolk, was left Subahdar of the province of Lahoor, 
and the prince returned to Shahjthanabad! On his arrival at Pannee- 
putt *, he received the news of his father's death, and immediately 
cauſed himſelf to be proclaimed king. He conferred the vizarut 


on Munsvr Allee Cawn, the ſubahdar of Owd, Who conſtituted 
Gazooddeen Cawn, buxey of the empire. 4. he new Kidg® bein g | 
arrived at the city, gave himſelf up to his pleaſures, leaving A. 
affairs of ſtate to his vizir, who ruled with abſolute authority. The 


nobles, jealous of his power, and diſpleaſed with his adminiſtration, 
formed a conſpiracy againſt him, and reſolved to raiſe Intezamo x 
Dowla + to the vizarut. The king, who had great cauſe to be 
| offended at the conduct of his miniſter towards him, joined i in the | 
deſign. T he vizir diſcovering the ſtorm which was brewing again oft 
him; determined to evade it by depoſing the king. He accordingly 0 
= ſurrounded the palace ſuddenly with an armed force ; but not being 
7 able immediately to effect his attempt, Gazooddeen Cawn, Who was 
the leader of the oppoſition, and had already levied a a conſiderable 5 
force, had time to come to the king 8 reſcue. A war enſued, in - 
which, after various ſucceſs, the vizir was at length worſted, and 
” retired into the country of the Jauts, who were his friends. Inte- x 
zam o Dowla was now created vizir in the room of Munſur Allee e 
| Cawn, and dreading, perhaps, the b influence of Gazooddeen . 


* + Forty-two coſe, or rs 5 miles, from Shah chanabad. 


+ The: younget on of Cummet-o'dcen Cann, and' nc, by the mothes's fide, to 


 SHAH-AULUM. | N 
Cawn, perſuaded the king to accept of the mediation of che Jauts 
in favour of Munſur Allee Cawn, who ſued for pardon. This was 
accordingly granted him, and a khillut, or dreſs. of honour, with a 
ſhookka®, or letter under the privy ſeal, pardoning his paſt offences, 
and confirming him in his ſubaſhip, was ſent to him from the king. 
Gazooddeen Cawn, reſenting that, the king ſhould take ſuch a ſtep 
: without his concurrence or knowledge, and at a time when he was 


| Near reaping the fruits of his ſucceſſes, exaſperated at the vizir for 
his ingratitude, and with the Jauts for having interfered, reſolved 


upon revenge. Leaving the purſuit of Munſur Allee Oawn, he 
invaded the count ry. of the Jauts, and. ſubdued them intirely except 
ing only a ſtrong fortreſs which they poſſeſſed i in the borders of the 
| country adjacent. to Acbarabad. As he had no artillery with him, 


and the place could not be taken without it, unleſs by famine, Abdul . 


Mejeed Can. one of his officers, was diſpatched to Shahjchanabad = 


to requeſt that the, royal artillery. might be ſent him 5 but the vizir 5 

5 refuſed to part with! it, and ſhut up all the bullocks and elephants 
within the walls of the palace, to prevent their being ſeized by force, | 

— which was actually intended. 


Incenſed as Gazooddeen Cawn was 
at this affront, he was not yet in a ſufficient capacity to reſent — 


l Malhar Row. a Marhatta chief, being at that time in the country of - 


the Rajepoots, where he had been employed i in reducing their Rajah 


Jeyſing, Gazooddeen Cawn invited him to his afliftance;- which the 1 
: Marhatta inſtantly complied with, being (beſides. the advantages . 


BE which muſt naturally accrue to the Marhatta power from theſe divi- 7Y 
. Rronghy was to take the um of Gazooddeen . from 


* When kes by any of the princes, it is called Rukaa, 
3 2 
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the hatred which he bore to the Jauts, who had flain his ſon. He 
accordingly joined Gazooddeen Cawn with his forces ; and a ſolemn 


treaty was made between them, Malbhar Row ſwearing to regard 


Gazooddeen Cawn as his ſon, and the latter to look upon the Ma- 


rhatta as his father. Every thing being concerted between them, 


they began their march towards the capital, and were met in the way 


by the king and vizir, who gave them battle, and were defeated. 


The conquerors proceeded to the city, whither the king and the 


vizir had retired, and had ſhut themſelves within the walls of the | 
palace with a few followers, their laſt, but poor, reſource. The 
chief officers of the city, whom Gazooddeen Cawn's good fortune 
3 had made his friends, readily obeyed an order from him to ſl urround : 
the palace till his arrival, when he commanded the wretched kin g 
to be deprived of his ſight, and impriſoned together with his 
5 miniſter. A prince of the name of Azeezooddeen, being the next , 
„ deſcent of the race of Timur, was taken out of the palace, and 88 
5 proclaimed king by the title of Aulumgheer the Second, Gazooddeen : 
Cawn aſſuming the vizarut. This gc about the month of 3 


November #3 5 5 


Y he new vizir . thoroughly cabliſhed | in his authority, 


Malhar Row returned to his own country, leaving Junkoojee, =— 
5 of his generals, and a conſiderable part of his army, to prevent freſh 1 5 
Ts inſurrections, and to collect the revenues aſſigned as a | recompence 3 

on for bis late ſervices. FREY 555 „ 5 


The king, a was raiſed to the throne only as an inflrument of — 


. Gazooddeen Cawn's ambition, was kept by him in a ſtate of the 


8 


0 moſt laviſh dependance, being ſurrounded by the vizir 's creatures, 
and n not allowed to ſtir out without his leave. In order to extricate 
bimfelf from ſuch a confinement, he privately wrote to the Abdallee, 
deſiring him to come to his aſſiſtance. Invitations were ſent him: at 

the ſame time by Mun ſur Allee Cawn, the Jauts, and the Ro- 

hillas. The Abdallee readily embraced an occaſion that promiſed 
him ſuch evident advantages. An accident happened at the ſame 

time that greatly favoured the enterprize. Mohim ool Moolk, the 

ſubahdar of Lahoor, received a fall from his horſe in hunting, 
which put an end to his life. ; His begum, a lady of great ſpirit, 
had intereſt enough amongſt the chiefs of che province to procure 


their nomination of her to the ſubahdarree in the Place of her de- 
ceaſed huſband. 


The in of the empire. were in this ſtats, hw the Abdallee |; 

invaded i it. x he Marhattas were maſters of the greateſt part of Hin- A 

| doſtaun; 4 nominal king ſat on the throne; the adminiſtration was 
uſurped by a man Who derived his influence and eſtabliſhment en- 
tirely from a foreign power 3 the chiefs of the empire had already 5 
declared their reſolution of j joining the invader; and . the 


e 75 of Hindoſtaun, \ was eee . a woman. 


The Abdallee ke marched as I as "als. — che I 
princeſs to ſurrender ; and upon her refuſal, beſieged the place.— — 
After a very gallant defence, he at length became maſter. of the city. 
and of the princeſs $ perſon, "whom. he treated with great reſpec, 
: beſtowed the higheſt encomiums on. her valour and conduct, as well 
as on the virtues of her late huſband ; and adopting | ber 2 as 


6 HISTORY OFC 

his daughter, confirmed her in the ſubahdarree. He left however a 
naib with a ſmall force at the city, and proceeded towards Shabje- 
hanabad. The vizir, unable to cope with ſuch an adverſary, went 
out with the king and all the nobles, and met the Abdallee at Pan- 


— from whence he was conducted in CE” fate to o Shahje- 


As fook as he bad entered the city, letters were e diſpatched to all 
the ſtates of the empire ; ; and the'vackeels reſiding at the court were 
all ſummoned to pay obedience to the King of Kings, and to deliver 

a tribute ſuitable to the i income of each ſeveral province. All obeyed | 
the ſummons. excepting the Jauts, againſt whom he reſolved t to turn 
his arms. Before he left the city, he removed Gazooddeen Cawn 
A from the vizarut ; and leaving the king the choice of his o n 


5 miniſters, that prince conſtituted his eldeſt ſon, Aallee Gowher, 


; naib of the empire, A poſt equal i in power to the vizarut, but differ- | 2x 
** the name, in n to the ee of the pole. 8 


4 4 1 


8 e a — for che defence of the city, and als to 
collect the revenues, the Abdallee marched out againſt the Jauts, 


” Who were well prepared for his reception. + © In two engagements | 
(probably not general) the Jauts had the better. Gazooddeen Cawn, 


who attended the camp under a guard of Nafſuckchees, repreſented | 
to the Abdallee, that if be would entruſt him with the command of 
the van of his army; he would-atiſwer with his life for the ſuccels. | 

4 It is not related. what arguments were ufed to petſuade the Abdallee | 
to accept of 4 propofal ſeemingly”: ſo chimerical and dangerous. . al 


is laid he conſented ; and amn en leading the army, at- 
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tacked the Jauts with ſucceſs equal to his A. It is certain 
that they were entirely defeated, and obliged to ſhut themſelves up 
within the walls, of their fortreſs, and to ſue for peace; which; upon 
their ſubmiſſion, and the payment of a large ſurn of money, was 
granted. The Ahdallee, pleaſed with the bravery and conduct of 
Gazooddeen Cawn, reſolyed to reward his ſervices by reſtoring 
him to the vizarut, and wrote to the king his intention, re- 

quiring him to comply with it. The king unwilling to diſplace 


at his own fon for the ſake of a man whom he hated and feared, 5 


remonſtrated againſt ſuch ; a proceeding. . To remonſtrate was all he 
| could do; but his haughty patron diſdaining an appearance of op- | 
poſition | to his will, immediately ſent his Naffuckchees to ſeize 
and bring before him the four ſons of the king, and ſeizing the 


cullumdaun* from Allee Gowher, gave it to Gazoodden Cawn. The N 


princes remained with him in the bands of the Naſſuckehees. 


About this time news arrived, that the king of Balkh had invaded VE 


the territories. of the Abdallee. This obliged him to return home. 
Leaving therefore Nejeeb Cawn, the Robilla, who by his recom- = 


mendation , had been appointed buxey of the Empire, with the 


charge of collecting his revenues, he departed with his army, and 5 
"mM immenſe treaſure, the fruits of his great ſucceſſes. He had no. 

5 ſooner paſſed the frontier of Hindoſtaun, than Gazooddeen Cawn, 5 
who now became as abſolute as before, of his own authority dif= 
ſolved the office of collector, which the Abdallee had conferred. on 
Nejeeb Cawn, and deprived him likewiſe of the buxey-gheeree, 
+} which 2 he conferred on Ahmud cavn of the Bungeth race. 5 


rns adh, the badge ofthe wa. 
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Nejeeb Cawn, upon this quitted the court, and —_— to his 
— at * | © 
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The PER ſous of Ang hi: who were enlarged upon 
the Abdallee's departure, returned to the royal palace: but Allee 
Gouber not chuſing to put himſelf in the power of his profeſſed 
enemy, fled to Jedger, his jagheer, and et forces to defend him- 
ſelf againſt any attempts upon his per The vizir entreated him, 
with profeſſions of the greateſt A to return ; and the 


= king was compelled to ſet his hand to the ſame invitation ; but 


without effect. At length the vizir ſolemnly ſwearing upon the 
Koran, to attempt nothing againſt his life and per ſon, he ſub- 
mitted and came back to the city. A houſe without the walls of 
aw palace was allotted him for his preſent reſidence ; ; and the vizir 
frequently ſolicited him to go and dw ell in the palace with his 


. father and the reſt of the royal family. But the prince, know ” 
ing that the vizir ſought only to get him into his power, evaded 


the ſnare by various pretences. T his artifice failing, the vizir 
had recourſe to violence, and one morning by day k break the prince 
ſuddenly ſound himſelf ſurrounded by an armed force. With the 


: few attendants and guards which were about his perſon be Rood 
upon his defence, and repulſed che firſt attacks ; ; after which the DEE 


aſſailants ſurrounded the palace, waiting either freſh orders, 


| ſuccour from the vizir. The prince ſeeing no hopes but in flight, 


found means to gain over Mehdee Coollee Cawn, who guarded one 


1 of che avenues to his . and * his way through 1 the e other 


of The 2 3 
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guards, made his eſcape out of the city. Fetal ne; a Marhatta 
general, lay encamped on 'the oppoſite banks of the river Jumna. 
To him the prince fled for protection, and was kindly received, 

Eetal Row ſwearing by 1 the water of the Ganges not to _ him, 
or deliver him up to the vizir. 


The Marhatta continued faithful to his engagements ; ; and not- 


withſtanding the repeated ſolicitations of the vizir, kept che prince ; 
- in his camp five or ſix months. | 


At length, fearing either a rupture with the vizir, or r that he might 4 
attem pt to {urpriſe the prince whilſt he remained ſo near, he perſuaded 855 
him to return to Jedger. T he prince faw the neceſſity of taking 5 


ſuch a ſtep, and conſented. He was accordingly conducted by a 


ſtrong « eſcort from the Marhatta to chat country. Here he continued 

mT few months; ; but not judging | himſelf ſafe i in ſuch a fituation, he 
accepted of an invitation from Nejeeb Cawn, and repaired to him ; 

at Schaurunpore. Nejecb Cawn allotted him a monthly i income of 
50, 000 rupees | for his expences; and treated him with all the reſpect 
which his birth, and the ſimilarity of their fortunes, naturally de- 
manded from him. He had not forgot the i injury which he ſuffered : 
from Gazooddeen Cawn ; and thought he had now a favourable | 


- opportunity t to reſent it. He accordingly ſent letters to Seyed Oolla . 


Cawn, Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, Doondee Cawn, and the other Ro- 
hilla chiefs, to Rajah Soorujmul, the chief of the Jauts, and Sujaa 
o Dowla; inviting them to Join him i in redrefling the cauſe of the 
inj jured prince, and freeing the king from the tyranny of the vizir; 
but the dread of the Marhattas obliged them to decline engaging in 


10 | HISTORY OF 
ſo dangerous a ſcheme. Fruſtrated in his defigns, and unable to 
maintain the prince any longer, or to protect him againſt the vizir, 
who was actually preparing to ſend a Marhatta army againſt him, 
Nejeeb Cawn perſuaded him to ſeek for refuge with the nabob Shu- 
jaa o Dowla. In conſequence of this advice, the prince, after a 

twelvemonth's reſidence with Nejeeb Cawn, took leave of him, and 

marched with a ſlender train to Lucnow. 3 was received by Shu- 
jaa o Dowla with the greateſt honours, and preſented with clephants, ” 
horſes, tents, and all manner of neceſſaries ſuitable to his ſtate, with 

* preſent a nezeranna) of 3 lacks of rupees. The power of the 
vizir was too firmly eſtabliſhed, and the Marhatta name too formi- 


dable, to admit of the nabob $ aſſiſting | the prince openly, unſup- 


la. p. 1988. 


ported as he muſt be by any other power. To entertain him at his 


court could anſwer no end, and muſt neceſſarily draw upon himſelf 


the reſentment of the vizir. All the ſervice he could afford him 5 


was to ſupport him privately, and wait a fitter opportunity to act ; 


more publickly i in his favour. : The beſt expedient, therefore, that 1 


immediately occurred, and which promiſed the ſureſt ſucceſs, was - 


to attempt the conqueſt. of Bengal. All appearances concurred to 

favour ſuch a deſign. The province of Bahar belonged to him as 5 
the lawful Subahdar, a preſeriptive right of the eldeſt ſon of the 
king. Jaffer Allee Cawn, the Subahdar of Bengal, and actual _ 
governor of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, had 

been raiſed to that dignity by the afliſtance of the Engliſh, by whoſe 


influence alone he continued. to poſſeſs it. His government was 5 


N generally difliked. His behaviour had drawn on him the hatred of * | 


the greateſt part of the country. His Jematdars, moſt of whom 
were once his equals, could not brook the diſtance with which they 


A. D. 1758.) SHAH-AULUM. ly 
were now treated, and were equally obnoxious to him from the little 
reſpect which they put on in their behaviour to him. The Seapoys, 
a numerous rabble, were in arrears even from the pay due to them 
in the time of Serajah Dowla : the Zemindars of both provinces 
were ready for a revolt whenever they could do it with ſafety ; and 


| had already appeared i in arms againſt the Nabob in that of Bahar, 


the revenues of which were inſufficient to defray its own current 
expences. With theſe advantages a more powerful argument yet 
concurred, which was, the'name of the prince, and the veneration 


which the perſon of the heir apparent of the empire naturally drew 


; from the ſubjects of ſo deſpotic a ſtate ; ; and which was now 


5 heightened by his diſtreſſes. 'T he conqueſt of thoſe provinces being 
thus enſured, would facilitate the attainment of his grand object, : 
the freedom of his father, and the ſecurity of his own right to the 


ay ſucceſſion, by the acquiſition of ſo great a revenue, the increaſe of 9 


his force, and the influence this ſucceſs would give to his name. 


br thing being concerted 1 effecting this WY Shujaa = 

Dowla aſſiſted him with a party of his own forces under the com- 

mand of his kinſman, Mahmud Coolly Cawn, the Subahdar of 5 
Allahabad. The prince ſolemnly ſwore to beſtow the vizarut upon | 


5 : Shujaa Dowla, whenever he came to the throne, as a reward for his . 


1 e and * 


Trend the combefen of che year ; 1758, the prince « croſſed the 15 


4 Currumnaſſa *, , and entered the card of Bahar; where be was 


Aver which h divides the * A the a 


= way. 
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ſoon joined by a number of malecontents,. and the diſbanded Sea- 
poys of Jaffer Allee Cawn. T he ſucceſs of his firſt attempt is too 
well known to need a particular relation. Repulſed in his attacks 
upon the city of Patna, and not daring to ſtand the approach of 
Colonel Clive, whoſe name, and the rapidity with which he marched 
to mect the prince, already ſeemed to denounce his certain defeat, 
| he retired with precipitation back to the province of Allahabad ; 
| whither it was deemed, in the then- unſettled ſituation of the Na- 
bob's affairs, imprudent to follow him, as a rupture in that caſe | 
muſt unavoidably have enſued with Shujaa Dowla. After this diſ 
appointment, he made a propoſal of throwing himſelf upon the 1 
protection of the Engliſh; ; which was rejected. He therefore re- | 
mained at Mukkunpoor, on the borders of the province of Alla- 
habad, forſaken by moſt of his followers, and waiting, without | 
any determined plan, for what a better fortune ſhould throw i in his 


Whilſt the prince was i his projects in \ Bengal; a form 


: broke out which threatened to overwhelm his ancient friend and pro- | 


tector, Nejecb Cawn, againſt whom the vizir ſent Junkoojee, "Rn 


: Marhatta general, with a large force. At the fame time Dettajee 
; Toppul, another Marhatta chief, was detached againſt Lahoor, which : 


. he reduced, and drove the Abdallee 's Naib out of the country. 8 


- | Nejeeb Cavn finding himſelf incapable of any long oppoſition. 
i againſt | ſo formidable an enemy, called his old allies, Sujaa Dowla, 


- and the Rohilla chiefs, to his afliſtance ; and at the ſame time ſo- | 
— licited the Abdallee to return ; 3 who | was likewiſe invited by the 


N other leaders of the ſame pony. 
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Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas had entered his 
- country. He met them, and gained ſome inconſiderable advantages 
over them, ſufficient however to gain time till he was ſtrengthened 
by the junction of his friends, who were already on their march 
towards him. Junkoojee, fearing leſt his enemies ſhould. be too 
powerful for him, and bearing of the arrival of the Abdalice at 
= Lahoor, ſent advice to the vizir of his ſituation, and defired him 


to come to his aſſiſtance. The vizir replied, that he was unable to 


7 obey the ſummons, having no forces with him ſufficient to be of > 


any ſervice, nor money to levy others. Junkoojee immediately ſent 55 


5 him five lacks, with which the vizir now aſſembled his ** to- 


DOS . and * to take the field. 


to leave the king behind him at the city, and fulpedting 
that he had leagued with his enemies, and indended to reftore Inte- 
amo Dowla i in his abſence, he deſired the king to accompany him 


on the expedition, which he refuſed ; and the vizir in conſequence : 


= reſolved to rid himſelf at once of his fears by putting him to death. 
This bloody reſolution being taken, he affected to be ſatisfied with 5 


the king 8 excuſes, marched out of the city, and encamped a few 


. coſe beyond it ; where he waited the execution | of his plot, which i 


8 was s effected in | the following | manner: ET od 


 Ballabaſſiow, an a emiſſary of TAP vizir, went to the king, and in- 5 


5 formed him that a fakeer of great ſanRity had taken up his quarters 
————_ the tower of Feroz Shah; and partly by perſuaſion, and partly — 
force, carried the deluded king to ſee him, and in the way cauſed : 


- bim to be murdered. * he vizir having thus accompliſhed his exe- 


5 % 
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crable deſign, ordered the palace to be plundered, and the ſons and 
relations of the deceaſed monarch to be ſtripped of all their jewels, 
which were converted into money for his urgent neceſſities. Mehdee 
Collee Cawn and Coja Buſſent were left with the charge of the kella, 
or fort. The former, by the directions of his maſter, took a 
grandſon of Cambukſh, the youngeſt ſon of Aurengzeeb, out of the 


palace, and proclaimed him king, by the name of — che 
Second. 


The viz ir now proceeded towards Junkoojee, and joined him about = 
the ſame time that Nejeeb Cavn- s Rohilla allies were arrived to his 5 
; aſſiſtance; and Nejeeb Cawn reached the borders of Nejeeb Cawn' a 


cg country, where he met with a detachment of Marhattas that had 


been ſent round to cut off the ſupplies of proviſions coming to the 
Rohilla camp, and put them to the rout. After this he propoſed 
an accommodation between the contending parties ; ; and a negotiation 
2 enſued, which he contrived to protract till the Abdallee were ad- 
vanced as near as Panneeputt, when the vizir was obliged to march 


| back with precipitation to prevent their ſeizing the city ; and Shuja 


=D | Dowla, who thought his preſence no longer neceſſary, returned 9 


his province. The vizir cauſed a ſtrong entrenchment to be thrown 


acroſs the road leading from Panneeputt to Shahjchanabad, and en- 


5 camped behind it, Waiting the approach of the « enemy. In the W 


„ Dettajee Toppul, whom the. Abdallee had lately driven from 


. Lahoor, was detached with part of the army to obſtruct the enemy 5 
march, and fell i in with the van, commanded by Jehan Cawn, by 
whom he was attacked, and his army routed, himſelf being ſlain i 3 = 


the flight. Jehan Cawn continued his march, whilſt the Abdallee, 
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quitting the direct road by the advice of Nejeeb Cawn, turned off to 

the left, in order to favour the junction of the Rohillas, who were 

haſtening to him through the defiles of Coonjpoora. Then paſſing 

by the vizir, he ſuddenly arrived at capital, of which he took 
* without — | 


T * vizir, intimidated by this ne xpected be, durſt not gand | 
| the enemy, but fled to Akbarabad. The Abdallee leaving Yacoob 


Allee Cawn to command i in the City, and to put a ſtop to the diſor- 


ders committed there by his people, purſued. the vizir and cut to 
pieces many of the Marhattas and Mogul troops in their flight — 


0 From Akbarabad the vizir fled to the Jauts, with whom he had . 


5 made peace a little before the entrance of the Abdallee. The con- i 
quering army continued the purſuit to that city, and, taking poſſeſſion 


ol it, halted there. T he vizir and Junkoojee ſent advices of the 4 
— unhappy turn of their affairs to Malhar Row, and entreated him bs : 


come to their relief; he inſtantly obeyed the ſummons, and marched ; 
to them. During this time the Abdallee having recruited his people, 


. left Akbarabad, and advanced towards the enemy, who declined 


Es coming to action, and ſuut themſelves within a ſtrong fortreſs be- 


. lopging to the . Mn 


| Notwithſlanding the © expeted. union of Maler 8 the vizir 


9 80 faw that he ſhould ſtill be in little capacity of withſtanding the | 


power of the Abdallee. He, therefore, ſent a vackeel to the Ro- 
| hillas to defire their mediation with the Abdallee for obtaining a 
peace and if they approved of the motion, that Hafiz Rahmut 
Cawn might come and ſettle the conditions. . Che Rohillas con- 
3 
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1 ſented, and ſent Hafiz Rahmut Cawn to the vizir. The demands 
of the Abdallee were limited to two krore * of rupees, which 
the vizir conſented to pay, offering to give thirty lacks upon the 
ſpot, and aſſignments on the country for the remainder. At this 
Interval Malhar Row arrived, and annulled the treaty. Both armies 
therefore prepared to renew the war. The vizir continued in the 
fortreſs, and the Marhattas marched out to meet the Abdallee.— 
Malhar Row commanded the van of the former, Jehan Cawn led 5 
on the latter. They met the Marhattas, were defeated, and fled to 
Jeypore, a country of Rajepoots, governed by Raja Jeyfing ; the 
vizir followed. be. 


The ſeaſon being far a 11 the Abdallees 4 to a more . 
88 0 northern climate, being unable to ſuſtain the ſevere heats which now . 
Te came on, the army returned to Annoopſhehr, a place on the borders = 

of Nejeeb Cawn' 8 territories, and not far diſtant from the capital, TO 
where quarters were provided for them by Nejeeb Cawn, on the wy 
_ north-eaſt tide of the Jumna. On their way 8 . the fort 
5 of „ and took it 


"From Annocgilinks the Abdallee ſent his Naſſuckchees with letters 1 
0 Allee Gowher and Shuja Dowla, offering the throne to the former, 25 
f and the vizarut to the latter. : * hey arrived firſt with Shuja Dowla, 
who diſmiſſed them with letters of his own to the | prince, preſſing 
him to ſeize the occaſion, and return to Hindoſtaun. 


To million ſterling. 


— 
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This prince had, notwithſtanding his defeat laſt year, thought 
himſelf in a capacity this to renew his attempts upon the province 
of Bahar ; and being invited by Camgar Cawn, the Zemindar of 
Mey, who had lately eſcaped from impriſonment, and other male- 
contents, advanced as far as Saſſeram, when he heard of his father's 
tragical end. He immediately cauſed a throne to be made, and 
aſſumed the imperial dignity, taking upon him the name of Shah- 


| Aulum. He wrote to all the potentates of the empire, requiring 


= them to acknowledge his title ; n and ſent a Khillut for the vizarut to 


5 Shuja ] Dowla. That Nabob accepted of the honours conferred upon x 


him, ſtruck coins in the name of Shah-Aulum, and wrote to the 
Abdallee and the Rohillas i in n behalf of the new king. 


Soon aſe the Naſſuckchees arrived at t the prince 's camp with the 


e letters from the Abdallee and Shuja Dowla. He returned a ſuitable : 


1 anſwer to the former; and to the latter he replied, that after the |" 


wy duction of Bahar and Bengal, he would return to take poſſeſſion of 
the throne ; but that he would never depart till he had wiped off the 
- diſgrace which his honour had ſuffered ; in : thoſe provinces. 5 


| Shuja Dowla, who waited only to learn the prince s reſolutions, 5 


= as ſoon as he had received his anſwer, left him to proſecute his de- f 0 
8 ſigns on Bengal, and ſet out with his forces for the camp of the 1 


Abdallee, who had ſent him repeated ſummons to attend him. As - 
ſoon | as he was near Annoopſhehr, the Abdallee ſent forwards 1 


own vizir to meet him, and bring him in ftate to the camp; ; where "I 


| he was received as the vizir of the new king, and preſented i in per- 


_= fon with a Ehillut for that purpoſe. 


D | 
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Malhar * after his defeat, had written to Ballajee, repreſenting 


the neceſſity of his coming himſelf in perſon, or ſending a large 


army to retrieve the Marhatta power in Hindoſtaun. Ballajee was 
then at war with Salabut Jung, the ſubahdar of Deccan, whom he 


had reduced to great diſtreſs. But upon the news of Malhar's ill 

1 ſucceſs, he accepted of a compoſition from Salabut Jung, who ceded 
to him a conſiderable part of the province of Aurungabad ; and a 
peace was concluded between them. 5 


| Ballajec being now at liberty to purſue: the war with greater vigor 


5 Hindoſtaun, raiſed. a vaſt army of 100,000 men, and ſent it 
under the command of his own ſon, Biſſwaſſrow. His illegitimate . 
brother, Shemſheer Bahader, Sedaſhewrow, Ibraheem Cawn Gar- LEE 
dee, Antajee Mankeſer, Appajee, Jeyajee, and Rogojee, were the 
| principal men that attended Biſſwaſſrow. 9 bey proceeded directly 
to the country « of the Jauts, and were met by the vizir, Malhar, and 

: the Jauts, on the banks of the river Beea. E | he river Jumna, which : 
lay between the two armies, being ſwelled to a great height by the 7 


1 rains, * were n on each fide to remain inactive. 


During this interval Bifſwaſſrow propoſed to the Abdallee a peace | 


upon the ſame conditions which were formerly made with Nadir . 
| Shah. The Abdallee rejected theſe offers with diſdain, and on his Os 
: part demanded that the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully ſtiled the 
7 Zemindars of Deccan, ſhould return to their own territories, nor . 
= advance beyond the river Nerbudda, which was to be the boundary ng 
= of their juriſdiction : that his own power ſhould extend as far as 
Panneeputt and Carnal : and that the. revenues of the empire howd 


A. p. 1759. . SHAH-AULUM. — 
i collected by the officers of the crown, who mould duly pay the 
Marhattas their chout; in the collection of which the Marhattas 
ſhould have no concern. As neither fide would recede from their 
own conditions, the negotiations had no other effect than to take up 


the time which they 2 not t make uſe of to a better — 


The city of Shahjehanabad was ſtill in the kands of Yacoch 
Allee Cawn, the governor left i in it by the Abdallee with only 2000 


men, of which about 500 were Abdallees. Bifſwaſſrow no ſooner 


_ learnt the weak ſtate of the garriſon, than he beſieged the city, of 5 


which he ſoon became maſter, and diſmiſſed Yacoob Allee Cawn, 


a without any Other i injury than tripping him and his people of their 
effects. He was no ſooner maſter of the city, than he diſpoſſeſſed 


all the officers appointed by the vizir, and treated him with ſo much p 
neglect, that he left the army in diſguſt, and encamped with: a few 8 
followers at 'Q arna-pahree, about two. coſe from the Marhatta 
Z camp. e 5 


Tt is N that at this t time they had entered into private en- T 
1 gagements with Shuja Dowla, to acknowledge | him vizir. He 


: - arrived ſhortly after at the camp of the Abdallee ; who, by the ad- 
vice of the Rohillas, ſent him to the Marhattas with freſh propoſals E 


by of peace; and the Jauts were deſired to act as mediators. He was 55 


3 received i in the character of vizir, and with marks of friendſhip, by — 


3 Biſſwaſſrow ; who immediately diſmiſſed Rajah Dileer Sing, Gaz- 


ooddeen Cawn' O vackeel, from his preſence and from the camp,— | 
_ Gaxooddeen Cawn being thus rejected by all . and deprived — 
2 . „2 
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of all 195 of redreſs, retired into the country of the Jauts, who 
afforded him a — | 


| The particulars of the negotiation canied on by Shuja Dowla are 
not well known, Two months were conſumed in various con- 
ferences, without any nearer proſpect of peace. It appears, however, 
that he was not altogether idle, from what paſſed during this interval. 
Each of the powers that ſided with the Abdallee were guided = 
their own ſeparate intereſts, | In one thing they all concurred, which 
was an univerſal enmity to Gazooddeen Cawn. Beſides this, Shuja 
Dowla had other material points in view, the ſucceſs of the cauſe j in 


5 which he had engaged with the prince Allee Gowher, and his own. x 


| confirmation i in the vizarut. Gazooddeen Cawn was already re- 
moved. The prince 's title was publicly acknowledged by the Ab- 
dallee : nothing was wanting to eſtabliſh his authority | but the con- 
currence of the Marhattas. To obtain chis ſeems to have been the 


buſineſs of Shuja Dowla' 8 private conferences with the Marhattas, SO 
The refult was, that Biff waſſrow declared Allee Gowher king, and fl 


- placed his ſon on the koorſee * „ AS regent of the empire, during his 
father's $ abſence. One condition on which this appointment was 


3 made, was a preſent of five lacks to Biſſwaſſrow, for which the ; 


| mother of the young prince gave her jewels i in pledge to the Ma- _ 
= chattas. This ſtep could not but alarm the Abdallee, who was . : 
7 cenſed againſt Shuja I Dowla as the promoter of it. Another a 


cumſtance which happened preſently after, ſerved to add to his | 

| ſuſpicion of Shuja Dowla. | Coonjpoora 1 is a ſtrong fortified city 
belonging to the Rakillys, fituated about ſeven * journey to che TIN 
CC 
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north-weſt of Shahjehanabad. Abdooſſummut o the Phoj. 
dar of Panneeputt, reſided here on the part of the Abdallee, and 
Kootub Cawn on that of the Rohillas. 'T he Marhattas marched 
_ againſt this place, intending to beſiege it, and were met by Abdooſ- 
ſummut Cawn, and Kootub Cawn, who gave them battle, but 


were defeated, and retreated to the city, The Marhattas, w ithout 


allowing them time to recover from the effects of their defeat, en- 
tered the place by ſtorm, and put the garriſon and inhabitants to the 


| ſword, and became maſters of the city, wherein was found an im- 
menſe booty. The two chiefs were taken priſoners, and ſent to 
Biſſwaſſrow, who ſlew Abdooſſummut Cawn, and impriſoned the. 
= Rohilla. The Abdallee no ſooner heard of this loſs, than he flew 
. into the moſt violent rage. 1 he river Which was ſtill very high 
£7 preventing him from attacking his enemies, he vented his reſent- 
ment on Shuja Dowla, whom be accuſed as a traitor and an incen- | 
diary, and commanded him to depart from his army. By the i in- M7, 


: terceſſion of the Rokillas, he was ſoon prevailed upon to pardon and e 


recall him; but as his fidelity was ſtill ſuſpected, he would not ſuf- 1 


fer him to encamp within his lines. The loſs of a place of ſo 
much conſequence, and the mortification of ſeeing his enemy carry 


N his ſucceſſes with impunity, determined him upon immediate 


: revenge. He mounted his elephant, and rode directly into the . 


15 river, reſolved to diſcover if poſſible ſome part where it was ford- . 


able; but the water, wherever he attempted a paſſage, roſe higher 8 


5 than the elevated trunk of the elephant. Impatient of longer delay, 1. 


he commanded his army to follow him, and puſhing into the midſt 


of the ſtream, he ſwam over to the oppoſite bank. His troops, 1 


3 animated by the example of their leader, did the fame, and! in a few | 


— 
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hours the whole army was ſafely landed on the other ſide of the 
river, with wy" little loſs, which fell chiefly to the ſhare of Shuja 
Dowla. 


As ſoon as he had ranged his forces in order, he marched without 


2 to the capital, hoping to ſeize it before the Marhattas could 


arrive to its relief; but he found it ſo well garriſoned, that, having 


4-0 artillery, he was obliged to deſiſt from che attempt, and turn his 
= attention towards Biſſwaſſrow, who was advancing towards him. 
- hey met, and the Marhattas were defeated. It does not appear 
that this engagement was very deciſive. Some accounts even make 
= terminate in favour of the Marhattas ; but this i is hardly probable. 
From this period nothing of conſequence happened till the beginning ; 
of. January. Both armies continued in their encampment. The 
Abdallee at Sehaleh, four coſe eaſt of Panneeputt, and the Marhattas ”_ 
| at Segher, cloſe to 'Panneeputt. About the month of December « 
— reinforcement of Is ,000 men joined the Abdallee, and the Marhat- 
- tas received a ſupply of treaſure, faid to be thirty-ſeven lacks, con- | 
ducted by an eſcort of 8,000 men from Deccan. The Marhattas 5 
were now ſo much inferior to the Abdallee and his allies, that they 
durſt 1 not ſtir from their c: camp, but kept themſelves confined within 
a ſtrong entrenchment ; whilſt the Abdallee remained maſter of the 
country x round d them, and cut * all their ſupplies of ons. 


"Dido Chibi | Rohilla, the Zemindar of Genen FRY capital | 
of which Rill remained i in poſſeſſion of the Marhattas, marched into | 


that country, and ſacked all the villages, from whence the enemy 
might . receive any ww ; whilſt other detachments committed the 
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like ravages in other parts; the Marhattas all the time lying inactive, 
nor daring to oppoſe them. They were at length reduced to the 
greateſt ſtreights; their proviſion was wholly conſumed, and the 
people and cattle daily waſting away by famine. In this diſtreſs, 
which every day rendered more deplorable, Biſſwaſſrow affembled 
the chiefs, and it was unanimouſly reſolved to truſt to the de ſperate 
hazard of a battle, rather than thus to periſh by hunger. This being 
| determined on, the whole army marched out of the entrenchments, | 
and on the morning of the 14th of January advanced towards the 
ot enemy. 'F hey were now within two coſe of the camp of the 
Abdallee, when he marched out to receive them. When both 


: armies came in ſight of each other, they cannonaded one another 5 
8 till towards noon, when chey came to cloſe engagement with their i 
|  battle-axes. K he fight was maintained with great obſtinacy, and 


Ty various ſucceſs, till towards the cloſe of the day, when the advan- — 


. tage ſeemed to be on the fide of the Marhattas, who had penetrated : 


even to the Abdallee 8 camp. At this juncture, a body of Facke ers ; 


in the ſervice of Shuja Dowla ruſhed i in amongſt the foremoſt of the 


” Marhattas with ſuch intrepidity and ſucceſs, as gave a turn to the 


1 battle. * he Marhattas, unable to withſtand ſo fierce a conflict, gave d 
05 back. :F he aſſailants purſued their ſucceſs, and foon after the rout | 8 
became univer fal. Many thouſands of the Marhattas were llain i in 1 


. the fight, and in the purſuit, which was continued the next day; 


and the reſt, diſperſed about the country, were maſſacred and plun- 


| dered by the Zemindars, or eſcaped and joined by degrees their 2 
ſeveral commanders. Shemſheer Bahader, and Ibraheem Cawn 


Gardee, with moſt of his people, being on foot, were ſlain. She- 
daſhewrow, the principal officer under — poiſoned his 
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women to prevent their falling into the hands of the conqueror, and 
fled towards Namow!l in the road to Deccan. Biſſwaſſrow, Mal- 
har Row, Junkojee, and other chiefs of note, are ſaid to have been 
amongſt the ſlain; bat this is not certain. All accounts concur in 
repreſenting the Abdallee's victory as complete. Shuja Dowla, to 
vhoſe bravery and conduct the ſucceſs was chiefly owing, was 
honoured by the Abdallee with moſt ſignal marks of his approba- 
tion, That monarch embraced him after the battle, ſtiled him in 
form his ſon, and cauſed the victory to be proclaimed and regiſtered | 
in his name. On the 16th of January, by the command of the 
Abdallee, proper officers were ſent by Shuja Dowla and Nejeeb 
Cawn to take poſſeſſion of the Marhatta Camp at Segher, and to 
take an account of the plunder, which was invaluable, conſiſting 
of the whole artillery, tents, elephants, horſes, , 2 and other | 
cattle and baggage. with a vaſt treaſure, ä 


Ne b the Marhatta governor of Shahjchanabad, fied the 
day after the action towards Akbarabad, with all his effects and 
_ treaſure; the latter of which muſt have been very conſiderable, as as 
his government had been a continued ſcene of rapine and extortion. = 


| It is ſaid, that he was ſtopped in the way by order of Soorujmul 5 


5 che Jaut, ftripped of all his in. gotten wealth, and left to purſue his 5 


journey, in equal diſtreſs and terror, to Akbarabad. The next day, e 
i detachment ſent by Shuja Dowla entered the city, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the place; and Jehan Cawn, the former Subahdar, who 
had gained the affections of the people by his moderate and juſt | 

| adminiſtration, was expected there ſhortly in the ſame capacity. On 


| the 16th, Mirza Bawber, the fon of Allee G Gowher, rode — 
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attended by _ court, to viſit the 93 and congratulate him 
on bis e | 


It will be proper now to take a ſhort ſketch of the affairs of Ben- 
gal. The prince aſſembled an immenſe army, defeated Rajah Ram 
marain, who then commanded the forces of Jaffer Ally Cawn in 
| Bahar; but was ſoon after attacked and worſted by the young Nabob 
and Major Caillaud. By the advice of Camgar Cawn, he ſuddenly 
paſſed by the young Nabob, and entered the province of Bengal by 
the paſſes of the mountains; but was fo cloſely purſued, that de- 


ſpairing of ſucceſs, he returned by the ſame road, and without 


loſing time laid cloſe ſiege to Patna, which was gallantly defended 
by the Engliſh garriſon, till the arrival of Captain Knox with a | 


detachment of Europeans and Seapoys, who relieved it, The prince 


Py Oy" raiſed the ſiege and retired to Tekarree, where he pa 1 


ſed the rains. The young Nabob and Major Caillaud arrived ſon 


| ; after. ' Sometime was ſpent in the purſuit of Khaudim Huſſein 
Cawn, Naib of Purnea, who had ſided with the prince. But the 


campaign was put an end to ſooner than was intended by the ſudden . 


| death of the young Nabob who was ſtruck by lightening. The 
troops took up their quarters in Patna. In the month of October 


N 5 | the Nabob Jaffer Ally Cawn reſigned his government to bis ſon-in- . 
DE law Coflim 2 Cawn, and retired to Calcutta. 1 


"i 


After the rains the two armies again 400k the feld. A treaty of 
| peace was ſet on foot; but broke off through the means of Camgar : 


Can. At length, Major Camac, who commanded the Engliſh go 
lu. marched 2 the n on the 15th of lug, and 3 


* 


— Company, agreed to pay into his majeſly's treaſury the annual : 


have * the remainder of bis Og in tranquillity and an; | 


26 ö 5 HISTORY EE [A. v. 196g, 
attacked and beat him, taking M. Law and the French party pri- 
| ſoners. He purſued the prince very cloſely for ſome days, till the 

latter found himſelf fo ſtreightened, that he offered to throw himſelf 
upon the protection of the Engliſh, which was accepted; and on 
the 8th of January he — the Engliſh _ and | proceeded with 
them | to Patna. 


The province of Allahabad, incloding the diſtrict x Corah, | 
2 eſtimated at the yearly revenue of twenty-two lacks of rupees, was 


| aſſigned him in guarantee by the Company ; ; and, in addition, to 
: render his eſtabliſhment ſplendid, the Britiſh governor, in behalf of 


ſum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees from the-revenues of Bengal. — 
In return for theſe conceſſions, Shah-Aulum directed a firmaun to be 


made out, conſtituting the Engliſh Faſt-India Company perpetual | 


85 Dewaun of the rich and fertile provinces of 1 Bahar, and 

Orifla, . a revenue of three n millions ny 
= The city of Allahabad was felefted for his $0. I refine, 
where he wage" his court in \ great — 


1 The + points thus made fie Shah-Aulum was eenainly angle, 5 
and the terms dictated by a pitt of of conſiſtent FO d 


— * his weft Faithful Ceres, in the boſon of his 
Family, and under the generous fafeguard of the Britiſh nation, had 
 Shah-Avlutn properly appreciated his ſituntion, he might no doubt 


2 
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It would appear, however, that this prince's diſpoſition and 
capacity has been imperfectly underſtood by his contemporaries.— - 
The early part of his life had been active and enterpriſing ; and his 
conduct in extricating himſelf from the violence of Gazooddeen 
exhibited a ſpirit of great gallantry and energy of mind. But 
weak, effeminate, and irreſolute, he ſuffered himſelf to be wholly : 


ruled by the will of others. Though apparently ſatisfied in his ex- 
terior behaviour, Shah-Aulum, even from the moment of his ſettle. 5 
ment at Allahabad, ſighed in ſecret for the pleaſures of the capital, i 


and was ambitious of re- aſcending the throne of his anceſtors ; under 

this impreſſion, be unhappily ſuffered himſelf to be buoyed up by b 
che promiſes of the Marhatta chiefs, and by the unworthy advice 

ol his ow-¹ counſellors, who, big with the hope of ruling with un. 
controlled ſway, urged their ſovereign t to throw off this dependance 


Ty | on the — aſſert his o own _ and march to © Delhi. 


— after an a unquiet refidence of five years at Allahabad, 7 . 


che emperor ventured on an ill- judged raſh experiment, which proved 8 


. a ſource of inceſſant misfortune to himſelf and family ; and which 


K experience of twenty-ſix years of anxiety, ſorrow, and 


- following volume, we proceed to relate the particular i 


ä trouble, | has but too * demonſtrated. 


Not, however, to anticipate the ſeries af events detailed in x the 5 


chat gave riſe to this . reſolution of Shab-Aulum - „ 


: „ e #6 BG IG 4s Bb 
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CHAP. II. 
SHAn-AULUM reſides at ALLAHABAD—NEJEEB AL DowLan 
at DzLn— Succintt Account of the MarnaTTAs — The 
MarnatTaAS invite the King to return to DE LH 1—Negotia- 
| Hiona—King fers out—Arrival at DzeLur, | 


 SHAH-AULUM, thus eligibly Lituated, in 1 befor of his 1 


family, and ſurrounded by ſome of his moſt faithful ſervants, might : 
now have ſecured himſelf a fafe and honourable aſylum for the re- : 
_ mainder of his days. But it was the mis fortune of this prince to 
de ſwayed by the counſels of deſigning perſons, who, on the king's 
return to his capital, foreſaw a renewal of their own conſequence, 
and an opportunity afforded for the gratification of their ambitious 
8 views. | 


1 up by the 1 l * — the throne of ; 


1 Timour, and enjoying the luxury and ſplendour of the capital, Shah. 5 

5 Aulum was perſuaded to liſten to the overtures which, about this 
= time, were made him by the Marhatta nation. f he power of this 
> nation, though flowly recovering from the effeas of the fatal defeat 
Tn at Panneeputt, was ſtill formidable. .F heir dominions, in 1779, 
were bounded on the weſt by the country of the Rathore Raj poots ; 3 
and to ſouth weſt, including the fertile province of Guzerat, ex- 
tended to the Indian ocean. | Their eaſtern confine touched the ex- 

5 tremity of Bahar and the Cuttack mee, bounded on that fide by 
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5 ceſſor, Sambejee. was weak and diffolute ; but Baht. Sahoo, tho 
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the Soobanreeka*, On the north by the Chumbul, a large and 
majeſtic river which riſes in the centrical parts of the Rathore moun- 


tains, and, after traverſing ſome of the moſt fertile parts of Hin- 
doſtaun, diſcharges itſelf into the Jumna on the confines,of Binde. 


Within this widely-extended circuit were included the ancient: 
kingdoms of Baglana and Beejapore, acquired by the valour of 


Sevajee, founder of the empire, the provinces of Berar and Bundel- = 
und, Malwah, Cundeiſh, and Guzurat, | 


ot. a > Joes and | dw. 1 anfortifed, 2 Aiſtant 100. . 
miles north of Nes. is the Nee. rie of che Marhatta 


nation. 


. In the latter years of the reign of Shah 1 Pens a noble 
Marhatta, who drew. his. lineage from the ancient ſovereigns or 
| Deccan, laid the foundation of his country? $ grandeur, - Through: a 

| ſeries of bold operations, attended by 1 uncommon ſucceſs, he baffled 
every attempt. of the great Aurengzecb to depreſs. his power ; z:and, 

ö during the reign of that prince, he enlarged ; and extended his 
ritory ; and died in the plenitude of his power and ſovereign ſway 
: over ſome of the richeſt provinces in Deccan +. His ſon and ſuc- 


| * Ar river - which divides 1 fo the Cuttack province. Rey 
"© In this brief detail of the Marhatta ſtates, the author has principally followed "a 


intexeſting reports of the ſele& committee of the houſe of commons on the firſt and 


e wars. Mr. Orme's valuable hiftorical ** alſo been con- = 
ſulted occafionally. 
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hibited ſymptoms of decline, The great lords of the empire took 
5 advantage of the ſituation of an infant ſovereign; ; and, aſſuming an - 
independant authority, erected. the famous office of Pajſhwab, or 
Director-general of the affairs of the empire: which, in time, em- 

- braced every department of the ſtate, and — * the in- 
| fluence of the * „ 23 
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third of the family, enjoyed a long and ſucceſsful reign. Under 


his auſpices the Marhatta leaders, iſſuing from their ſtrong holds in 
the mountains, deſcended into the plains of Hindoſtaun ; and by a 


ſucceſſion-of rapid and brilliant victories, overwhelmed the tottering 


fabric of the Magul eb and 2 the throne of Timoor to its 
foundations. N 


on the death of Wheel e — of Senses J family firſt ex- 


Mw Balajee, the firſt Paiſhwah, was 2 man i of great es. 


i To the bravery of an intrepid ſoldier and ſkilful general, he added . 
political fagacity ; 3 and after a long and ſucceſsful adminiſtration, | 

had the fingular good fortune to tranſmit his authority 1 : 
and his influence undiminiſhed, to his f and denen. 3 


e 


A 1 of Paiſhwahs. aller Mv continued to > direct the be 


| affairs of the Mathatta late, until the middle of the preſent century. 
: During this period the repreſentative of the royal line of Sevajee, 

5 immured within the fortreſs of Sittarah, exhibited only the pageant Ip 
of a ſovereign. The idle ceremony of inveſting each ſueceſſive , 


Paiſhwah i in his office, the wir act of L which he was per- I 
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mitted to exerciſe, ſerved. but to render him an obje& of pity and 
„ the princes of . 


T he great . or hereditary landholders, among the 
Marhattas, poſſeſſed on their own.. eſtates a kind of ſavercign au- 
thority ; ; and. the terms by which they held their domains bore 
ſtriking — to the ancient t feudal 8 of countries 4 
Europe. N 5 Ty 


'I times of war, "indeed, dey the public exigencies of che ſtate 

requized, theſe chiefs were obliged not only to furniſh their quota. 
toward the general ſtock, but alſo to appear in the field at the head 

of their followers, to defend the great banner of the empire. When 
: the time of that ſervice expired. they retumed to their Jagheers what 
they enjoyed in perpetuity, converting the revenues ſolely to their . 
own uſe. Nor would they, though frequently. called upon by the 
Paiſbwah's | miniſters, conſent to any diminution therein. | ; = 


- Confeions. of chain own. Aa: and PORES? 3 theſe 
hardy chiefs were fatisfied with paying a nominal allegiance to the | 
| commands of the Paiſhwah ; and as they increaſed in numbers be- 
| eame mare daring, till at length they threw off the yoke ; and e 
energy and adtivity which the firſt Paiſhwahs had diſplayed ceafing, = 
— Jagheerdars cſiabliſhed themſelves in veal of the court. | 
of Poo . : 


—_ ' This fo far ia the — & the Paiſhwah rtdy's as ta. 
| give the Marhatta nation. —̃ of a grrat — republics, - 
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united by general intereſts, but divided and diſtinct in the operation 
of its various executive branches, in which ſituation it remains to 
the preſent day. At the period now commemorating, Madhoo 
Row Nerrain held the office of Paiſhwah at the court of Poonah. 
By an early application to buſineſs, he contrived | to uphold his 
authority againſt the * of his numerous enemies, and to ren- 
der his — reſpected-. 
on che r hand, thine been families in ae fate were 
ſecretly endeavouring to undermine. the 3 of the Paiſhwah, . 
and erect their own on its ruin. The family of Bhonſelah, 
rulers of the Province of Berar, Gas they held in Jaghire from 
5 Rajah Sahoo. Moodajee Bhonſelah at this time ruled over that | 
province, and i is well known to the Britiſh- nation. Allied by blood 


to the royal family of Sevajee, this chief was conſidered with the 


5 higheſt reſpect by the whole Marhatta nation; and having eſta- 


bliſhed his authority on a ſound baſis, he is looked up to by all 
parties as a proper counterpoiſe to the influence and over- weening 
4 ambition of the court of Poonah. 27 Pillagee Guicawar, or the 
8 herdſman, whoſe anceſtors wreſted from the Mogul Furrok Seer 
| the country at the foot of the Balah Ghaut mountains, and from 
8 Abumudabad, the capital of Guzzerat, to the port of L Damaun =_ 
the coaſt of Conkan. This family (Whoſe jaghire was likewiſe a 


, grant from Rajah Sahoo) formed an alliance with the Britiſh go- 


5 vernment during the ſecond Marhatta war . 3 Tookajee Holkar 


5 and Mais © . who an ſhared the Malwah 3 
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The Marhatta force when united might amount to 1 $0,000 men, 


" the major part of which being horſemen, were accuſtomed to a de- 
ſultory and predatory mode of warfare, entirely deſtitute of ſcience 
or diſcipline, but formidable from their numbers and energetick 
method of attack. The Marhattas then, as already remark- 
ed, having recovered in a great meaſure the ſhock ſuſtained 
in their late defeat, appeared ready to renew their efforts, and inter- 
poſe i in the tranſactions of the court of Delhi. Three chiefs of note, 

Tookajee, Sindiah, and Beſagee, had for ſome time paſt taken 1 
favourable poſition with a large force to the northward of the river 1 5 

: Chumbul, in the vicinity of the town of Futtah Pore. Nujeeb Al 
Dowla, who had been placed at the head of the adminiſtration n 
Delhi, continued in that fituation with great credit to himſelf and 


1 benefit to the ſtate. An able politician, a valorous ſoldier, and 
pn pleaſant and affable. in his manners and demeanour, he gained the 
confidence of the Delkians, and his influence was found ſufficient to 

uphold the royal authority i in the ſmall portion of authority which it 


ſtill retained. Nujeeb Al Dowla, who was equally deſirous with 
5 the king's friends for his majeſty to return to Delhi, readily entered 
into the views of the Marhattas on that head. He had 1 moreover a 
more forcible argument to inſpire him with that reſolution. The 


Jauts, who, notwithſtanding their late diſaſter i in the loſs of Sooruj 


Mull, their favourite chief, had made head again under his ſon and 


ſucceſſor, Jowaher Sing, and threatened Delhi with the horrors of a 


| fiege. Ih this critical ſituation, the miniſter entered into an alliance 


with the Marhatta leaders, and in concert with them, invited Shah. 
Aulum to return to his capital. The Marhattas who had an army 
conſiſting of 30,000 horſe, if ſincere in cheir profeſſions of 
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meliorating the king's ſituation, certainly poſſeſſed the means, totally 
independent either of the Britiſh or any other nation in Hindoſtaun. 
But it cannot be denied that their chief aim in uniting with the mi- 
niſter, and a concurrence with the king's inclinations, were not dic- 
tated by a generous regard for his intereſts, but intirely with a view 

to their own aggrandiſement. 


They expected when n ee 4 their affiſtance, ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed at Delhi, the whole management of affairs would be 

: placed i in their hands, and were determined that neither Nujeeb Al | 
8 Dowla nor any other miniſter ſhould poſſeſs influence i in the fate. > 
This intention, indeed, appeared manifeſt throughout the negocia- | 
tions ; ;  conformably to the characteriſtic policy of their nation, they 

inſtructed their agent to announce to the king the reward they ex- 
pected for their interference, in the preſent critical ſtate of affairs, 
: and made a previous, though. ſecret, ſtipulation for a ceſſion of the 


- provinces of Corah and Allahabad to be delivered over to them fore ever. 


'To theſe demands, however exorbitant, Shah- Aulum, impatient . 
of his confinement at Allahabad, and eager to ſet out on Kis in- 
tended j journey, yielded a ready aſſent. N ujeeb Al Dowla, when he 


| wrote at this time to the king, recapitulated. the circumſtances that 


8 led to the preſent offers of the Marhatta leaders, and earneſtly preſ- . 
„ ſed the neceſſity of his ſpeedy appearance. at the capital. 20 By : 
1 this ſtep, ” faid he, 1 the deſigns of your enemies will be Hl. 


«< trated, and the rebels puniſhed; and I ſhall have the ſingular 5 
* fatisfaQtion of ſeeing your majeſty, before Idie, ſeated« on the throne 8 
66 of your illuſtrious anceſtors, and reſtored to imperial authority.” | 
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A few days after writing the above letter, this able ae at an 
advanced age, having laboured under a complication of diforders, 
expired, to the great detriment of the king” 8 intereſts, and the 
general regret of the inhabitants of Delhi, who till continue to 
ſpeak of his adminiſtration in terms of reſpectful gratitude. This 
occurrence, however untoward, made no alteration m the plan 
laid down; on the contrary, the king appeared more eager than be- 
fore to commence his expedition ; arid notwithſtanding the ſalutary 
advice of the Engliſh government, the intreaties of the vizir, or the 


5 remonſtrances of ſuch of his ſervants who were attached to his real ES, 


intereſts, he perfiſted in his _ 


Previous to Shah-Aulum' 8 departure, his miniſter, Muneer Al Y 
- Dowlah, who had already made two Journeys into Deccan to concert 


meaſures with the Marhatta chiefs, was now for the hft time ſent 


1 by the king to Calcutta to demand the approbation of the Britiſh - 


es government on his intended movement. But here he met with a 


_ apoſitive refuſal; convinced of the imprudence of the ſtep his majeſty 
was about to take, the council ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt „ 
5 they told Muneer Al Dowlah that the king was throwing away the 


ſubſtance to graſp : a ſhadow, and facrificing his ſolid and ſubſtantial EE 


= intereſts to the vain and idle gratification of reſiding i in the imperial 5 


CE, palace; they warned him againſt. the impolicy of placing confidence ä 


4 in the Marhattas, the very people whoſe perfidious conduct and in⸗ 5 


: 5 ſatiable ambition had already proved ſo fatal to many of his auguſt | 
Fs. family. They finally predicted that the preſent meaſure was equally 


- dangerous and deſtructive to his real benefit, as it would undoubtedly 
hereafter youu diſtreſſing to bis recollection. With theſe fenti- 5 


Ae rien 
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ments, TY honowrable to themſelves, the council of Calcutta 
diſmifſed Muneer Al Dowlah. But though the Britiſh government 
declined to ſanction the king's departure from their protection, they 
permitted . him to retain in his ſervice ſome battalions of Seapoys 
which had been trained and diſciplined after the European method, 
having firſt, | however, withdrawn their own officers. With theſe 
and other aids, particularly a large ſupply from the vizir, and the 
exertions of the Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in the 
ſpring of 1771. to aſſemble an army of about 16,000 men. At his 
departure, Shuja Al Dowla, the vizir, preſented a magnificent paiſh- 
__ cuſh, or offering, with four lacks of rupees in ſpecie. He likewiſe, 


in concert with the commander in chief of the Britiſh forces, ac 


companied his majeſty to the frontiers of the Corah province; when | 
mT having again renewed their ſolicitations to detain the king. but 
without effect, * took their leave. : 


On * a intelligence 1 was mb of the death of Ahmud ; 
Ris Bungeiſh, the Nawaub of Furookhabad: on which the army . 

| halted, and a meſſage was ſent by 1 the king? J miniſters to the guar- 

5 dians of the infant Nawaub, Muzuffur Jung, to demand the arrears 
L due as  paiſheuſh e to | the n — for ſeveral yearn. N 


7 his action, confidering the — ſtate 4 the 3 young Na- 5 : 


1 8 waub, was conſidered as oppreflive and unjuſt ; but it was vehe- 
: mently defended by the. miniſters, on the principle of his — 2 
want of . to enforce his right until the — period. 


| Hallam Al Dowlah and * 8 had a * 
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the guardians of the young Nawaub ; at which it was agreed that 

paiſhcuſh of four lacks of rupees ſhould be given on the part of 
Muzuffur Jung; for which he was honoured by his majeſty with 
a khillut, and other marks of diſtinction; and a patent was directed 


to be iſſued from the chancery office, confirming him Nawaub of 
the diſtrick. | 


F be prefodical raing, 3 now ſet i in, the king ordered his army 


” to canton at Nabbee Gunje, a town thirty miles weſt of Furooka- = 


| bad, and i in the high road to Delhi. At this place Anunt Row, a 
7 Marhatta vakeel, waited the arrival of the royal army. He was 
charged with the follow in 5 propoſitions for the king 8 conſideration: 


WS That whatever balance of Chout * was dos N the crown to 


* the Paiſhwah family fince the time of Mahmud Shah, ſhould be : 


faithfully diſcharged. That whatever Plunder might be acquired = 


CT during the war ſhould be e, divided between the : Marhattas and. ED 


- the Mogul troops. — 


ths That on the king's 8 arrival at Delhi. the Marhatta leaders f ſhould 


be confirmed in the poſſeſſion of their reſpective jagheers: and, 
1 5 finally, for the purpoſe of carrying on the war againſt the Jauts and . 
others, the ſum of five lacks of . ſhould be immediately ad- Rs 


1 vanced from the king 8 treaſury. | . 


* * The Chout i is the tribute impoſed 1 the 8 upon every part of Hindoſtaun: 0 


= chat came under their authority ſince their firſt irruptions. It — one e fourth * 
of the net revenue : of any ſtate or province. 
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Theſe TY at a time when his majeſty was ſo near his 


capital, cauſed him extreme diſguſt. He perceived too well the 


arrogant ſpirit by which they were dictated; but conſcious of his 


own inability to reſiſt or evade the fulleſt compliance, he acquieſced 
in the demand. The vakeel was graciouſly received ; and a few 
days after the Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla and ſeveral of the nobility 
arrived in the camp from Delhi, to viſit and congratulate his majeſty 
on his approach. They brought with them from the Marhatta 
chiefs a variety of coſtly preſents; and many ſoldiers of fortune and 


adventurers having Joined the royal ſtandard, the court exhibited a 
gay and ſ plendid ——_ 


7 he arrival of the Marhatta chiefs a the a FRI | 


tion; and on a day appointed, Sindiah, Holkar, and Becſajee, were 


introduced into the * $ Preſence, and received with marks of 


3 *. 


| Every thing being x now ſettled, the army comin its march; 


: and on the 2 $th of December, 1771, Shah- Aulum made his entry 5 


into the capital with much pomp and ſ ſplendour, and amidſt the 
: acclamations of all ranks of * 


CHAP. III. 


| Proceedings againſt Zn ABITA KHA x—The MaRHATTAS refuſe 10 
divide the Plunder. Nu Jurr Kara N In high Favour — He 


quarrels with the MARHATTAS— His Defeat —Pardoned— 8 


| Ceſſion of Coran and ALLAHABAD to the MaRRHATTASs— 
Suu]A AL Dow marches againſt the MaRnatTAs— 
| MARHATTAS retire to » Deccan. oy 


THE firſt object to An a Aube directed his attention . 
a a few days repoſe, was the puniſhment of Zabita Khan,  --. 
to the late miniſter, Nujeeb Al Dow lah. At the time of his father's 

death, this nobleman reſided at nn the n of the = 


Province of the fame name. 


This province. | Gtuated 3 in the « upper parts of the Dooab *, in the 


8 wen of the Sewalick hills, in the latitude of 28 29. N. long. 
77. 50. W. and about 70 miles Faſt of Delhi, was the jagheer 1 


= Þ eſtowed upon Nejeeb Al Dowlab, as a reward for the! many ſervices 


| rendered by bim to the ſtate. It commences under the Sewalick | 


hills, and i is bounded on the north by the fortreſs of Ghoſe Chur, . 


eaſt by Sakertaul on the Ganges; ; weſt by the Purgannah of Seam- | - 
lee; and ſouth by « the town of Meerut. 'T he foil is fertile and ” 


nee ahic a onde ul rs Ganges and Jumna. 
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luxurious, prod ueing grain, ſugarcane, 6 tobaceo, in the greateſt 
abundance: and until injured by the various internal commotions 
which occurred during the turbulent reigns of Aurengzeeb's ſuc- 
oeſſors, it was eſteemed one of the moſt fertile parts of the empire. 


Zabita Khan, not chad inclined to aber \ the royal cauſe as 
his father had been, deemed the confuſed ſtate of the king? 8 affairs 
a fit opportunity to facilitate his own ambitious vie ws; 3 and ſcarce ” 
| had his father expired, when he applied himſelf to raiſing troops, . 
who were chiefly Afghauns of his own tribe, and in fortifying the 
ſtrong holds i in his diſtrict. Among theſe was the poſt of Sakertaul, 
ſituated fifty miles from che capital, on the weſtern bank of the ED 
Ganges. This place was ſelected by Zabita Khan as the moſt T 
eligible to make an advantageous ſtand. He threw up ftrong en- 
trenchments; 3 and baving aſſembled a numerous body of veteran 
Rohillas, reſolved to wait the attack of the royal army, now on the ; 
: way to puniſh his rebellion, | 


1 he king commanided-i in perſon; and under TROP was the Wand 3 
* Nujuff Khan, who began about this time to be noticed with 
marks of particular regard by his majeſty, which was the foundation — 
of his future Power. The Marhatta forces were ent on as an ad- 
vance guard, and the king and Nujuff | Khan followed with x the re- 5 


 mainder of the troops. 


. Intelligence of the approach of the royal a army y being conveyed to 
Zabita Khan, he thought it better, by making a ſpirited effort to 
overcome his enemies in the field, than waiting behind his entrench- : 
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ments. He accordingly advanced a few miles in front of his camp, 
and offered battle to the king's troops. The conteſt was bloody, : 
and for ſome time doubtful ; the rebel chiefs, Sadut Khan and Syud 
Khan, led on their troops with great ſpirit ; but the former being 


5 unfortunately ſlain by a cannon ball, the Rohillas, diſpirited at that 


event, began to give way. Zabita Khan perceiving the diſaſter, 
ordered a retreat, and was ſoon compelled to leave the field of battle 
with precipitation. T he Marhatta horſe, advancing with great ra- 


pidity, commenced the purſuit of the flying enemy on all ſides, and 5 


entering the camp along with the fugitives, they ſoon got poſſeſſion 5 


of it, Which rendered their victory complete. In the camp they Eo 


found a fine park of artillery, together with an immenſe plunder of 


money, ſtores, and valuable effects of every kind ; and the whole 
of the — of Zabita Khan were ance — . 


This firſt eſtoy gun ent fas the ſucceſs of his . Fo 


arms; but the avarice exhibited by the Marhattas in the moment „ 


85 8 Nubbee Gunz, the Marhattas appropriated. the greateſt part of he 7 


7 leagues. The king, incenſed at this conduct, complained of MR 
with warmth to the Marhatta leaders, but without effect. He found 


” of victory cauſed great diſcontents among the king? 5 . 1 
| and laid the ſeeds of internal diſcord and animoſity. Notwithſtand- 5 


ing the ſtipulations already recorded, which were entered into at 


ſpoil. taken on this occaſion to their own. uſe. They ſecured the 


whole of the treaſure, amounting to a krore of rupees, without 


. offering to make the ſmalleſt diſtribution with their gallant col- 5 


their preſent influence too great to be ſet aſide, and therefore diſ- 
5 ſembled ; but the uw nobility nouriſhed a ſecret hatred — ; 
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that, excepting the fort of Ghoſe Ghur, the whole of the province 
acknowiedged the king's authority. The family of Zabita Khan, 
who had been taken i in his camp, were by order of Shah-Aulum ſet 2 
at liberty, and ſent with a ſtrong eſcort to the fort of Ghoſe Chur, it | 
being an inviolable maxim throughout Hindoſtaun, and in general 
moſt * obſerved, to — the honour of the Harm. 5 
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chem, which they reſolved to make manifeſt on the firſt 3 


that was afforded them. 


| Meanwhile the army advanced, and took poſſeſſion of Sehaurun- 
pore, together with other ſtrong places in the neighbourhood; ſo 


0 appointed a — to —_ in Schaurunpore, and 


ſettled the affairs of the 2 Shah- Aulum returne 4 with the 
"Y to Delhi. e 


p< 


Mathatta Ae in e to hs A TR 


85 diſtribution of the ſpoil acquired by the late victory. m * a deep 
3} impreſſion on the mind of Shah-Aulum. The preſence of perſons 


who had inſulted bis authority was irkſome to him; and, in order 


; to be releaſed from the reſtraint- which they impoſed, he requeſted 
: | them to march their forces againſt the Jauts, who had again afſem- = 
bled i in arms under the command of their chief, Rajah Nuwil Sing. _ 
The Marhattas obeyed the order, and departed ; but had not been 
2 F gone many days, when the king received authentic information that 
they were in n league with the rebel, Zabita Khan, who had cajoled 


_— 


_ The Haram bgnifies any females of the family, whatever may de their rank or 


_ — * * 
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them into his views, and were actually on ; the point of concluding 


a treaty with that nobleman. 


Rk Ack, determined to make one effort to „e their in- 
iquitous cabals, aſked advice from Nujuff Khan. He propoſed to 
augment the Mogul army, and to raiſe new levies with all poſſible 
expedition. The king, who knew his ability, and was convinced 
of his attachment, relied entirely on his exertions; and to give proof ; 
of his confidence, he A beſtowed on him the office of m—_ 
15 maſter General of his forces. 


| Nujuff Khan in A ſhort time aſſembled. a conſiderable body of of z 
troops ; ; and to animate their zeal on the occafion, he declared it was 
5 for the ſole purpoſe of protecting the perſon of his majeſty — 
_ the inſolent menaces of the Marhatta chiefs. 


mm precautions were ſufficiently juſtified 1 — the . 
© Mis, ee on their arrival in the country of the Jauts, inſtead = 

of proſecuting the war, were employed in ſettling the terms of a 

5 treaty with Zabita Khan. On the arrival of that chief in their 2 
TT camp, it was ſtipulated that, on his advancing a large ſum of money, ” 
” they would return to Delhi, and on their arrival, in concert with Ln 
Ro him, inſiſt not only on a pardon. for his offences, but the inveſtiture „ 

5 of the office of Ameer Al Omrah , which his father had enjoyed. 9 | 

= Conformably 1 to this agreement they ftruck their tents, and marched Ny 


TIO. towards Delhi. | When rived in the neighbourhood e of that tony, 


+ Clif of tn nav, an fi of te high rank in am 5 
— £ 
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they ſent a meſſenger to his majeſty to require bis compliance with 
the demands aforementioned ; but Shah-Aulum relying on the at- 
tachment of the Mogul troops, and the fidelity of Nujuff Khan, 
aſſumed a bolder tone, and diſmiſſed the „ with : a — 
refuſal. 


Mean while the miniſter by the king* s order * out his troops to 
; battle. He took poſt near the monument of a Mahomedan devotee 
without the walls of the city, oppoſite the gate called Ajmere. His 


: army was well appointed, having a numerous: artillery commanded 
by a French officer. The Marhattas, who outnumbered their op- 


1 ponents, were confident of ſucceſs, and the attack commenced with 


great fury on both ſides, but an accident which happened to Nujuff 
Khan, by the blowing up of an ammunition waggon, and which 
TY cauſed a conſiderable loſs among his troops, turned the fortune — 
the day i in favour of the enemy, and with great diffculy the mi- TL 
niſter was enabled to draw off a part of his army under ſhelter ofa 
light entrenchment thrown up in haſte by the French commandant 
of artillery. | The Marhattas diſliking to attack the entrenchment, 
5 ſuddenly wheeled off and attacked the gate of the city which was Z 
near them, hoping to carry it; but Huſſam Al Dowlah, who was 
ſtationed in that place, repulſed them with great intrepidity, —_ 
5 finding they could not effect their purpoſe, they why withdrew ” 
their. ny and retired to a ſmall diſtance from the city. vs. 


From the iſſue of the 2 * the king * too Wb he 

could not hope to prolong the conteſt; and, at a conſultation which 

he held walk. his Mogul officers, a with reluctance 11 him 
— 
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to accommodate matters with the enemy, and a negociation 


accordingly commenced. - The Marhattas were again invited to 
court, whither they repaired the enſuing morning, accompanied by 
Zabita Khan, who was pardoned, and moreover gratified with a 
khillut, reinſtated in his government of Sehaurunpore, and 
5 finally, appointed to the long- expected office of Ameer Al Omrah. 
It has been judged by many that theſe conceſſions ſo degrading to 
the king, were not wholly occaſioned by his inability to reſiſt, = 
partly from the intrigues of Huſſam Al Dowlah, who, though he 


- | had behaved gallantly in the late attack, was known to be in the 
” intereſt of the Marhattas. Their triumph was now complete; TT. 
and to eſtabliſh it in the eyes of all Hindoſtaun, they aſked an $ 
> obtained from his majeſty Sunnuds - for the province of Corah 1 4 2 


- Allahabad, which had bp: a ſolemn _— ——_ been tees to = 
5 the — 175 


7 W Shah-Aulum bd to his envi wth indigns- | 
. tion and diſguſt, rigid impartiality demands that to his own weak- 5 
neſs, effeminacy, and indolence, be aſcribed the real cauſes of = 


. diſgrace. His total want of energy in judging for himſelf, 5 


= made him always a any and eaſy prey to the deſigns of the _ 


lent or ambitious. Huſſam Al Dowla, who had long been the 
perſonal enemy of Nujuf Khan, took this opportunity of perſecut — 


5 ing that nobleman to the utmoſt. Supported by the Marhatta chiefs, © 


he publicly accuſed Nujuff Khan as the ſole adviſer of the late per- . 


nicious meaſures in effecting a breach betwixt his majeſty and his 
—_— faithful adherents the Marhattas, and, e to ** councils, the 


; 8 Ae. 


* 
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affairs of the date had fallen into diſorder; he inſiſted therefore on 
his immediate execution. The king, though well convinced of 
the attachment of Nujuff Khan, was incapable of affording him 
any protection at the preſent juncture; being entirely at the diſpoſal 
of the triumphant party, he would therefore have fallen a victim to 


the malice of his enemies; had not his own reſolute ſpirit reſcued 
bim. | 


* 


| When 16 aforementioned negociation commenced, Nujuff Khan, | 
who foreſaw the gathering ſtorm, had retired prudently to his own 
palace; there, animated by a generous indignation at the unworthy 
treatment he had received, he collected his friends and dependants 
1 around bim, and theſe to the number of 3,000, determined with 
their lord to ſhare his fortunes. | Inſtigated by Huſſam Al Dowh, 
the Marhatta forces were ordered to aſſault Nujuff Khan in his 
palace; the affair began to wear a very ſerious aſpect, as from the 5 
known bravery of the general, he could not be taken without a 8 
deſperate reſiſtance and much bloodſhed. This, however, was 5 
RY prevented by the interference of Trojakee Holkar ; admiring the i in- 5 
trepidity of Nujuff Khan, and aſhamed of the part his country- 
men were acting, this generous chief offered his mediation, which 
was accepted, and Nujuff | Khan directed to repair to court in order 
to receive his pardon. Accordingly, gin attended by his faithful | 


adherents, who refuſed to quit him, he repaired to the imperial 1 


palace, where he was graciouſly received by his majeſty, honoured 


_ this laſt favour, he was indebted more to the W — of affairs 
than the inclinations of his « enemies. 


with a Khillut, and appointed to the command of the amy. For = 
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During the late commotions within the province of Delhi, others 
of a very ſerious nature had ariſen from an oppoſite quarter. The 
Rohillas were on the eve of a memorable conteſt, in which the in- 
tereſts of the Vizir Shuja Dowla, as likewiſe thoſe of the King, were 
materially involved. The Marhattas, who during the two preceding 


years had committed every ſpecies of violence and c oppreſſion, laying ” 


waſte the countries through which they paſſed, and infulting the 
7 inhabitants, had, among other places, made irruptions into the fine 
provinee of Rohilcund, and by a barbarous ſpecies of warfare i 3 
deſtroying the produce of the country, excited i in that warlike tribe 
a juſt indignation. Not being of themſelves bi ufficiently numerous 5 
to reſiſt the enemy, they applied to the vizir for aſſiſtance, who, in 
concurrence with the commander-in-chief of the Britifh forces, 
| agreed to unite and expel the invaders. Hafiz Rehumut Khan, 
chief of the tribe, on this occaſion, formed a treaty with the vizir 
BY and the Engliſh, in which he agreed, in return for the affiſtance 
15 offered, to pay at the end of the war the ſum of forty lacks of rupees 


to the vizier. In theſe tranſactions, Shah-Aulum had ſecretly bom - 


25 a conſiderable part. Pending the treaty, he had privately conſulted 


with the agents of the vizir, and had moreover informed the Britiſh 


5 government * * it was now as much his earneſt deſire to be rid of the 


. thraldom i in which he was kept by the Marhattas, as he had before | 


been partial to them. He added, likewiſe, that every exertion 1 1 5 


ſhould be made on his part to counteract their defigns by conſtantly 4 


. giving intimation of their intended movements. 5 


— — of theſe engagements, the forces of Shuja Al 


* Sce ſelect reports, paſſm. | 
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Dowla, accompanied by the Engliſh bri YR , Joined the Rohilla 
army, who were ſtationed on the frontiers. Previous to this event, 
a very large Marhatta army commanded by Holkar and Beeſage 
lad croſſed the Ganges, and laid waſte great part of the country; 
they were however ſoon repulſed and driven back acroſs the river 
with the utmoſt precipitation. The remainder of the Marhatta 
army under Sindiah, attended by Nuj uff Khan, who, as already 
mentioned, had been reinſtated in bis appointment, now arrived, but 
| finding the ill ſucceſs of their aſſociates, and obſerving the counte- 


- nance of the Britiſh troops, they held a conſultation upon their fu- | 


ture operations. Finding the ſituation of affairs hoſtile to their 
views, and knowing the king? s mind- was now entirely eſtranged 
from them, they reſolved for the preſent to return to Deccan, de- 
| termined to renew their ambitious ſchemes as opportunity ſhould 
95 offer. f Agreeably to this reſolve, Sindiah and Holkar firſt, and wo, 
, Beſajee afterwards, withdrew their reſpective troops, and taking 5 


the route to Jypore, quitted Hindoſtaun. N u * Khan returned t to 
Delhi with the gs _ 
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urea Khan Zulfica al Dowlak. 


From an Original un the Poſeſron of Jonathan Scott Esq a \ 


| 
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CHAP. IV. 


Adminiftration of Nu JUFF - in che Jave — | 
 —Rupture betwixt Suu AL DowLa and the RonmLLag— 
Reduction of Ront.cuny— Deſcription of that _— 
| Death Y * Dow La——Account of the Ovys _— 


THE retreat at the Marhattas afforded Shab-Aulum the higheſt 5 
ſatisfaction: freed from the vexations occaſioned by their inſolent e 
| demeanour, he hoped he ſhould once more be enabled to maintain 

| his authority i in the ſtate, and bring his affairs into a better train, "TY 

| He was reſolved to place his whole confidence on Mirza Nujuff 
Khan, who in every reſpect was well qualified for the important 

truft High ſpirited, and an active, equally a valiant commander, 5 
as nf courteous and obliging manners, he conciliated the eſteem of 

x every one; and by his unremitting attention to buſineſs, he preſerved 

ä ö and reſlored order throughout every an - © ons 


The king, & to \ give | public proof of his opinion wed this nobleman's s 
— thought proper, as a pre iminary ſtep. to diſmiſs his 
rival, Haſſam Al Dowlah, from all his employments. His majeſty : 
had long beheld the predilection which that miniſter had entertained 
for the Marhattas, w hoſe intereſts he had dared to prefer to thoſe of 
his lawful ſovereign ; and reſolved to puniſh him for his preſump- 
_ He was degraded from his nobility, and all his eſtates con- 
: dee to the "__ treaſury. His appointments were conferred on 
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Nujuff Khan, who was at the ſame time created Captain General 
of the forces of the empire, and dignified with other titles “. 


The treaſures taken from Haſſam Al Dowla, which had been 


_ amaſſed by oppreſſive means, afforded a fund ſufficient to anſwer 
the expences of a war with the Jauts, who, during the late difputes 

at court, had again made head, and were exciting freſh diſturbances | 
in order to embarraſs the king $ government. 


About this time, Mujud Al Dowla, a nobleman of — 5 


5 eminence, was appointed to the office of Dewaun +: and the king, 
---_ encourage his army, cauſed it to be ſignified to the troops that the 
7 plunder acquired during the intended | expedition, | ſhould be divided f 

—_ them, 


The: country of the hauts ſo — mentioned, is ; ſituated on 


both ſides of the river Jumna, and comprehends a tract of 1 50 miles 
in length, by about 60 i in breadth. Tt extends from the vicinity of 
Gwalior, a large tower miles weſtward of Agrah, to the kirts 
2 of the capital; and contains within its limits many ſtrong fortreſſes — 
and other holds. Towards the cloſe of the reign of Aurengzeeb, © 
this * tribe firſt attraQted notice. * from a remote | 


_ * His titles at nigh were, Khan CTY Sitar Hindoftaun, Ruſtum Al Dowla Ss 
Ruſtumi Hind, Zulficar Al Dorn, * Khan Behadur, Ghalid b Jung, ht 


In Engliſh thus: 
Leader of the armies of Hindoftaup, 3 of the State, Ruſtum of India, 


- Sword of the Empire, Mirza Nujuff | Khan 9 in n battle, 4 


4 Collector of the revenues. 


1 and e * 
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ſpot on the banks of the Indus, in the lower parts of the Moultan 
province, and accuſtomed to the humble occupations of huſbandry, 
they were allowed to ſettle themſelves peaceably in their preſent re- 


ſidence. In the courſe of a few years becoming numerous, they 
ventured to attack. the caravans proceeding to Delhi with ſupplies for 
the royal army; and having met with unexpected ſucceſs on their 
firſt attempts, at length became ſo formidable as to i the * 5 
ſence of the ein troops to overawe n. 


Their Gon ——— was bal a; and amid the civil 5 

wars carried on by Aurungzeeb's ſucceſſors, the Jauts found means 5 

to ſecure a large portion of country to themſelves, in which they 

built forts, and accumulated great wealth. „ heir natural propenſity 

— plunder, which accompanied them in their emigration, has com- : 

municated itſelf to their . and thay: are till a | moſt notorious 
lags. - | 


Chen didn, one * SIE Grit t chiefs, v was an a intrepid ** * 
remarkably fortunate in his encounters with the imperial troops, who 

were frequently compelled to retire with precipitation. before this ü 
daring tribe. In later times, Surv Mull, who fell in an ambuſ- 
cade a few year ſince, Was of the moſt reſpectable of their 

leaders. He, in 1756, *. been dignified with the title of Ra- 


3 jab, or Prince, kept his court with great — But with his 


death their power, in a | great meaſure, expire His eldeſt ſon, 
Nuwil Sing, who now commanded che tribe, was not equal to con- 
tend with the ability of, Nujuf Khan ; but being a man of great 
Perle courage, be determined to riſk. the iſſue ; and for thi bun- 


E 2 
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poſe, beſides augmenting his army, he had fortified in the ſtrongeſt | 
manner the towns of Deig, — . and other * within 5 
his POE. 


Zulficar Al Dowla having received his inſtructions froen the a 
put his troops in motion, and marched towards the Jauts. In his 
| way he reduced ſeveral refractory Zemindars, whom the late diſ- 
| turbances at court had tempted to revolt from their allegiance. On 
theſe he impoſed heavy fines, and by this means enriched his trea- 
+: | ſury to a conſiderable amount. In the mean time the laut Rajah 7 
| hearing of the ſucceſs of the captain general, was fearful he might 
make an attack upon the fort of Deig, one of his ſtrongeſt holds, T 
| which, if ſucceſsful, would undoubtedly put an end to the war, and 
” prove utter deſtruction to his affairs. To p prevent this, he reſolved 
to hazard an action; ; and, | agreeably to his determination, threw 
himſelf i in the way of the royal army. A ſharp engag ment en- 
8 ſued; but Nujuff Khan's good fortune prevailing, the Jaut Rajah _—_ 
was totally defeated, and compelled to quit the field of battle with 
very few of his ſoldiers. He took refuge i in | the fort of Deig, which f 
he reſolved to defend to the laſt .. 
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. The plunder of Nuwil sing 8 camp, ie was immenſe, pre- 8 
vented an immediate purſuit: 2 and Nujuff Khan, elate with his | 
victory, ſent an account of it to Delhi without delay. The news 
of ſucceſs, ſo important, was received at court with the higheſt 
3 ſatis faction; and rewards and honours were conferred on the captain 
general and his army by che king 8 expreſs command. He ſent the 
general a letter of thanks, written with his own hand, and recom- 
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mended a vigorous purſuit of the enemy, which it was hoped 
would bring the conteſt to a ſpeedy and favourable iſſue. From 
the field of battle, Nujuff Khan led the army to Agrah, which 
place he inveſted on all fides; but not having a ſufficient train of 
artillery, he was compelled to turn the fiege into a blockade, which, 
indeed, is the more genera) method 2 by & the armies of Hin- 


doſtaup. 


. 1 the — bs font 0 to different parts of the 
ſurrounding country. by which means, ſeveral of the refractory TOR 
- Zemindars were ia to. bane themſelves t to | the * sau- 


i 


e bition was. great, 


About this time, the Vizir Shuja Al Dowls, — into the 


5 Doo Ab with a confiderable army. Y hat prince, whoſe am- = 


to his deſigns, reſolved to appropriate ſome of their poſſeſſions to 
his own uſe. He accordingly laid. fiege to Etawah, a city on che 5 


leeming the retreat of the Marhattas favourable N 


7 frontiers, from whence he expelled the Marhattas, and placed . © 


5 garriſon therein on his own part. From Etawah he proceeded to 
Agrab, then beſieged by Nujuff Khan, whom he afliſted with an 
0 inereaſe of force, and ſeveral fine cannon, which enabled the cap- e 
9 . tain general to C: | 


y on the fiege with vigour. The garriſon, threat- 


- 1 ened by a dearth of proviſions, were, without difficulty, perſuaded = - 


£24 capitulate, and accordingly delivered up the fort and its dependen- 5 
cies to Nujuff Khan. A meſſenger was immediately diſpatched 


to the capital with the important nn. ak carried with him 
the Jags of abe Sew ha lakh hin opjnty's or. 
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 Shuja Al Dowla at the fame time ſent Illuj Khan his favourite; 
to wait on the king, and, in his name, compliment him on the late 
ſucceſſes. But that nobleman was charged with a ſecret commiſſion 
of a more important nature. It was to engage the king's conſent 
to the defigns which he now meditated againſt the Rohillas, and, 

in the event of conqueſt, to participate with his majeſty in ſharing 
-the country between them. D The jealouſy with which the visir had 

long beheld the Rohilla power, and his alarm at the extenſion. of 
their influence, fo contiguous to his own dominions, determined : 
him, though contrary to ſtrict Juſtice | and ſound poliey. to quarrel 
with that nation; and, that a pretext might not be wanting in his 
1 favour, he urged the infraction of the late treaty, and complained 
loudly of the treacherous conduct of the Robillas 3 in "a pay- : 
ment of the — ſum. 111 4 


: The violation of a treaty nude under ſuch — and 55 1 5 
which the Rohillas had certainly received material aſſiſtance i in the 
expulſion of the invaders of their country, cannot indeed be juſtified 

5 by any principle of common honeſty, though at the ſame time the 

inordinate ambition of the vizir, and his enterprizing ſpirit, were . 


N grounds of alarm, ſufficient to perſuade the Rohilla Sirdars to ooun- 1 


5 teract and curb it by any means within their power. 8 


—— en his arcivalut court; confulted wit Maja ND 


1 on the foregoing points; ; and, as he brought a large ſum of money = 
7 with him, he found leſs difficulty in ſucceeding i in his object. A 


ſecret treaty was at length formed, by which the vizir bound himſelf 
not only to defray the expences of ehe war, but, at its condi 
1 
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his majeſty ſhould participate in the diſtribution of the plunder as 
well as a ſhare in the conquered province, or, if more agreeable, 
have an equal proportion of country more contiguous to Delhi. On 
the part of the king, he was to ſend the army under Nujuff Khan 
to the aſſiſtance of the vizir, who was preparing, in concert with the 
Britiſh forces, to take the field. Shah-Aulum appeared to liſten to 
their propoſals with much complacency ; yet, as an ingenious hiſ- 
5 torian * has juſtly remarked, he did not heartily concur in the mea. 
ſure, being averſe to aggrandifing the vizir at the expence of the 
Rohillas. | Whatever were his real ſentiments, the captain- general : 
was recalled from Agrah, and directed to march the army towards 7 
|  Rohilcund, and the king prepared to take the field, but indiſpoſi 
tion, whether real or pretended, prevented him from attending tbe 
8 * which fe . out under the command of — Khan. i567 


I hs — battle of Cutterab, 2 the termination of the : 
- Rohilla war which ſoon followed, are too well known to require - 
any comment in theſe tranſactions; it may however gratify curioſity 

do take a view of the then kruation, foil, climate, and 2 
5 of chat celebrated eee 


1 | Robilcund, b in Sanſerit — — thar Og 
5 lying eaſt of the Ganges, between the 28th and Zoth degrees of = 


1 north latitude, and from 76 to 8 longitude. Commencing i in the = 
vicinity of Loll Dong, at the foot of the Kummow Hills, it e- 


tends eaſtward to the town of Pillibeet; « on the north and weſt, it 


18 3 Nee i; 


. * 
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is bounded by the Ganges, and to the ſouth, by the anne of Ma 
warns ec in the dominions of — [05-2 


fs The ſoil of Cuttair is in — a rich black mould, intermixed 
in many parts with ſand and red earth; it is uncommonly fertile, 
and capable of the higheſt cultivation, abounding in all ſorts of 
grain, ſugar-cane, and tobacco. Few countries have, in truth, 
more natural advantages than this; it is well ſupplied with ſeveral 
 hrge rivers, beſides numerous ſmaller ſtreams. —_ the firſt, 
1 the 2 and Dewah, oy Gambera. 5 po. | 


The Ramgonga, 3 its s riſe . the firſt ant FORT range 
of mountains to the north-eaſt, iſſues forth into the plains of Hin- 
doſtaun at the Gaut of Colly ; ; and after traverſing the greateſt = 
; part of Rohilcund, in a ſouth and ſouth-weſterly direction, and 


fertiliz ing the lands, is joined in its progreſs by other rivers, and po 


finally, diſcharged | into the Ganges in the vicinity of Kinnouj. ; 

: This majeſtic river, until late years imperfectly known, i is navigable : 
"I for ſeven months in the year; its ſtream is broad and rapid, and its 
banks are adorned with many large and populous villages. On the 


eaſtern ſide, the Dewah iſſui ſuing from the ſame mountains, runs by . 


the town of Pillibeet. Here are embarked the fineſt Saul, Siſſoo, 
and fir timbers, the produce of the neighbouring foreſts that ſkirt | 
the foot of the Kummow hills. At the city of Shahjchanpore, 


| the Dewah joins the Gamberah, whoſe name it aſſumes, and after 


waſhing the towns of Sandy, Beroun, and other places, meets the 
L Remgnyp near its 2 with che Ganges. The: ſmaller ſtreams 2 


A.D. 1773.1  SHAH-AULUM. 5 


Varwufadar; theſe likewiſe contribute highly to the cultivation of 
the country, and by means of reſervoirs, ſluices, canals and acque- 
ducts, diſperſe their waters throughout the corn fields in every di- 
rection, but more particularly ſo in the jagheer of the late Fyzoo- 


bf lah Khan. 


Another Property peculiar to Cuttair, 1s the facility with which 2 
8 water is procured ; ; excluſive of the rivers and ſtreams before enu- 
merated, the ſoil is ſuch, that by digging a few feet from the ſur- 

: face of the earth j in 1 any part of the country, water is procured in 
abundance. 1 


80 happily Bastel * nature, Rohileund ins in all times been 
| deemed of great political importance. In the early times of the 
empire, commerce Aouriſhed. The great cities of Shahabad, Shah- : 
jehanpore, Bareilly, Bifſowlee, Bedaon, Owlah, Mooradabad and 
Sumbul, formerly kept up a conſtant intercourſe with the caravans 
of the north. By them were exported into Cuttair, the products 
= Lahoor, Cabul, Caſhmire, Candahar and Perſia, rubies, pre- | 


T cious ſtones, tuteneage, copper, iron, tin, lead, borax, drugs, Caſh- | 


merian ſhawls, Carmanian wool, mules, horſes and camels ; in re- 3 


5 turn they received, coarſe cloths, lager, grain; and tobacco. 


e the reign of the Patan W in Hindoſtaun, many prin- BY 
ces of that family kept their courts for a ſeries of years in the an- 
tient city of Bedaon. There, as in many parts of Cuttair, are to 
be ſeen the remains of magnificent edifices, palaces, gardens, 
moſques, colleges and mauſoleums. Among the firſt-rate c cities s of ; 
- 


an ' HISTORY OF | [A. Dp. 1773- 


modern days : are to be placed, Owlah, Biſſowlee, Bareilly and Pil- 
libeet, which having been the reſidences of thoſe Rohilla chiefs 


who founded a new empire in Cuttair within half a century back, 
demand on this occaſion particular attention. 


The city of Owlah, ſituated i in the centre, and in one «a the fineſt . 


parts of Rohilcund, is built on an eminence, having a commanding 


view of the adjacent country. The river Nuwaub Nuddi runs along 


the ſouth-weſtern fide of the city. The town is of conſiderable 
- extent, and adorned with many handſome buildings, moſt of which | 
. are now in ruins. Enough however remains to diſcover the former 
4 grandeur of the place, and to regret the fatal ravages of deſtructive 
ambition- On the ſummit of the eminence is the fort built of brick. 
— was erected about fifty years ſince by Ali Mahomed, founder 
of the Rohilla government in Cuttair, and here he kept his court. = 
: Within the fort i is the palace of Ali Mahomed, a cathedral, and ſeve- : 
ral other public buildings. In the environs of Owlah are ruins of 5 


palaces, gardens, and mo ſques; 3 the adjacent country is by nature 


beautiful, but the total want of cultivation renders melancholy the 
proſpect. Owlah is ſixteen miles N. W. of Bareilly, from Biſ- 


= ſowlee fourteen, and about equal diſtant from Delhi and Pillibeet. 


At Biſſowlee are likewiſe to be ſeen evident traces of the former : 


5 ſplendour of the Rohilla government; and it is moreover remark- . 


able for wing the burial place of ſeveral of the family of Ali 0 
Mahomed. e | | 


— fot: on \ the bunks of the united dreams of f Joo a _ 
3 and Sunkra, is a large, handſome, well-built city. it was the 
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capital of Hafiz Rehumut, and a place of conſiderable trade. It is 
diſtant from Lucknow 180 miles, and from the Ganges 120.— 


Laſtly, the town of Pillibeet. This place, thirty-ſix miles to the 


north-eaſt of Bareilly, was peculiarly ſelected by the diſcriminative 
foreſight of Hafiz Rehumut Khan, as of great importance in its 
commercial reſources. For the encouragement of trade that prince | 
built a ſpacious Shehr Punnah, or Pettah, which i is four miles in 
circumference. It is ſurrounded by a brick wall, and within the 
_ encloſure is erected a magnificent moſque. Admirably ſituated a 
| the banks of the Dewah, Pillibeet, during the Rohilla government, . 
was an emporium of commerce. Its ſtaples are Saul, Seſſoo, and fir 


I timbers, ſugars, and coarſe cloths ; 3: and from the mountains of Al- 


morah are imported borax, pitch, drugs, wax, and honey : of late 
years, however, it is melancholy to add, the hand of commerce = 
ſhrunk. up, and the want of a well-regulated police, the total dif- : 

ns couragement to induſtry, and the vexatious impoſts levied by the 


8 rulers have almoſt annihilated its once-profitable: and flouriſhing trade. 5 


The revenues of Cuttair are ated, in the imperial regiſter at 5 
- Delhi, to be five millions ſterling. During the flouriſhing times of ” 


- the empire, the face of the country will warrant the ſuppoſition, and Fo 


under the Rohilla government, who paid unremitting attention to 


9 5 agriculture, the province might have yielded that ſum. After the 
2 conqueſt of Rohilcund by Shuja Dou la, an offer was made to that 3 
prince to rent the province for two millions. Since that period the 85 
THE: revenues, from a variety of cauſes, have continued to decline ; and E 


| under the preſent government, the province of C uttair with difficulty 5 


| 7700s the ſum of 36 lacks, or about 400,000). ſterling. 
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Of the inhabitants there yet remains to ſpeak. The Rohillas * 


who, it is well known, originally emigrated from the mountains as 


Afghaniſtaun, about 60 years ſince, ſettled in Cuttair. They are a 


hardy warlike race, equally capable of arms and huſbandry. Their 


feudal ſyſtem of government, ſimilar to thoſe of Europe in former 


days, has inſpired them with ideas of turbulence and ferocity ; at 
the ſame time they are uncommonly patient under hadihips, and 
attached to their chiefs by indiſſoluble bonds of national affection. 
But withal, in common with other Afghauns, they are crafty, 
treacherous, and revengeful. This characteriſtic national ſpirit, aided 
: by the impetuous fallies of a ferocious and uncivilized mind, renders 
difficult the government of this race. Hence frequent revolutions, 
civil broils at home, and wars abroad, have conſtantly marked the 
Rohilla government under its different rulers. Vet has it been 
evinced in more inſtances than one, that by kind and proper treat- e 
NP ment even this generally-confidered ferocious tribe may be rendered 
| tractable: that when their peculiarities and prejudices are attended to 
by a wiſe and liberal government, they will prove not only good : 
ſubjects, but even V and faithful allies. 1 5 


Shortly after the battle of Cuttera, Zulfica Al Dowla joined the : 


vizir and the Britiſh forces. He was received with diſtinction, and : 
8 the vizir nominated him to the Neabut of the vizarut, an office more | 
” 4 honourable than lucrative, but accepted by the captain general with 
my thankfulneſs. — Shuja Dowla now thought proper to diſmiſs him; 


f * Conſult the account t of the Rokill ja Afghauns vibes by the late Captain Charles : 


E Hamilton, of * 


— 
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and in order to attach him more to his intereſts, gave a reinforee- 
ment of his own W 8 = 8 


It has been ſeen that by the treaty of Delhi, Shuja Al Dowla had 
agreed to ſhare his conqueſts with the king, and to make an equal 
diviſion of the plunder acquired by the war. Conſonant to the 
ſpirit of this treaty, the captain general had come from Delhi in 


_--— ad of. the vizir: but the behaviour of Shuja on this occaſion was 


80 neither juſt nor honourable. "P hough immenſe plunder had been 


acquired i in the late battle, his avaricious ſpirit prompted him to re- . 


5 tain the whole to himſelf; and when urged by the captain g general to wn 


deliver up the King's 8 ſhare, he peremptorily & cline d i. A ca. ” 


duct, in every reſpect ſo unwarrantable, excited extreme diſguſt i in : 


| the king? s mind ; but having made ſeveral fruitleſs and ineffectual 


endeavours to alter the vizir's reſolution, his majeſty at length de- 


1 ſiſted, and N Khan was e to retum to Delhi. 


Shuja Dowla, after ſettling the government of the province, and = 
appointing Aumils to the ſeveral diſtricts, took his leave of the 


Britiſh commander i in chief, and returned to Oude. During the re- ”= 


mainder of that year, he employed himſelf in arranging the affairs 


8 of the province of Furrokabad, which was tributary to him; but os 


; having been long afflicted with a violent diſorder, which now re- 


turned with accumulated violence, notwithſtanding every exertion : 


5 and aſſiſtance afforded * his phyſicians, he . in his * at 
Fyzabad “. f 


* In the month of January 1775. 
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An hiſtorian A reſpectable for his talents, has informed the 
world that the reigning family in Oude were obſcure in their origin 
and of low birth ; but as that information, from accounts procured 
at a later period, appears to be incorrect, we have, with that defe- 


rence to fidelity which the impartiality of hiſtory demands, detailed | 
a more authentic account * of the riſe of that family. 


SAADUT KHAN. 


Saadut Khan, fon of Mirza Nuſſur Al Deen Hyder, 1 at 
firſt under the name of Meer Mabomed Ameen, was born i in the city 
. Niſhapore, in the province of Khorauſaun. He was deſcended 
in a direct line from the Imaum Mouſa Kaſim, of the family of 
Ali, eſteemed i in Perſia as of the higheſt and moſt noble extraction. 
1 owards the concluſion of the reign. of Behadur Shah, the ſon and 
| ſucceſſor of Aurengzeeb, many Perſian families of diſtinction, re- | 

tiring from the diſorders and civil wars which overwhelmed their 
native country, ſought an aſylum i in Hindoſtaun. : At that period DP 

5 Meer Mahomed Ameen, who had been bred to arms, became deſirous 1 

5 of ſignaliſing himſelf; and with the laudable hope of providing for 
his family, he bad adieu to his native country, and repaired to La- 


hore. He was received into the imperial ſervice, and ſhortly after 


took the name of Saadut Khan. By means of the friendſhip which 


he formed with ſeveral of the N officers about the court, he 


» Colonel * | . 
+ In this detail the author has principally Si a mall genealogical work, entitled : 


Owfaf Aſoph, or the Genealogy of Aſuf Al Dowla, the preſent vizir, which was pro- 5 


cured dy che friendſhip of Mr. George Johnſtone, many . reſident at Lucknow. 


bility . 
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was introduced to the emperor's notice, and ſtood high in his favour, 
and continued ſo until his death. On the acceſſion of Mahmud 
Shah, Saadut Khan was created a noble of the empire; and through 
the influence of his great patron, Sirbullund Khan, he was nomina- 
ted to the government of Akbarabad —lncreaſing i in favour, he was 
appointed Soobadar of Oude, and at the ſame time preſented with 
the rank of 7000 horſe, and honoured with a new patent of no- 

: During the reign of Mahmud Shah he held with applauſe 
the higheſt offices of the ſtate; and by his ſucceſſes i in Deccan, and 


on the frontiers of the empire, upheld the tottering fortunes of a 
weak and diffolute government. 


But in paying this tribute to his abilities, his conduct, when actu- f 
Z ated by baſe and unworthy motives, muſt be equally reprobated. Ag 


Wo At the memorable invaſion of Hindoſtaun by Nadir Shah, when his 5 


4 ountry | became a prey to ſavage ferocity and lawleſs outrage, Saadut | 
Khan, from ſelfiſh 1 views and a ſpirit of inordinate ambition, excited 


the vengeance of the conqueror, and by appriſing him of the i im- 


: menſe riches to be acquired by viſiting the capital, he brought f 


incalculable calamity upon his ſovereign and his ſubjects F. He did 


not, however, live, as has been juſtly remarked, to reap | the fruits en, 


of a conduct ſo treacherous, dying, ſhortly & after the conqueror' 's en- 
trance into Delhi, of a cancer in his back. 


5 4 * His titles at length were  Boorhan Al Mooluk, Is! Al Dowla Meer Mah- 


OS mud Ameen Khan,  Bebadur Shoukut Jung. In Engliſh 5 


Pillar of the empire, confident . of the * Meer Mahmud Ameen Khan, the 

Glory of War. — 1 
+ Conſult ſecond volume of Captain Scott 8 inerfin nan of. the Sucecfior s of = 

Aurengzeeb. 
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SEFDAR JUNG. 
When Saadut Khan quitted his native country, he left behind him 
an only ſiſter, married to a nobleman named Jaafer Beg. He pro- 
miſed at his departure, mould fortune prove favourable, to ſend for 
his family to Hindoſtaun, which he did accordingly. But Jaaſer 
Beg had died and left two ſons, Abul Munſoor Khan and Mirza 
Mohuſſun, the former better known as Sefdar Jung. Theſe youths 7 


, were received with affectionate regard bye Saadut Khan; and to per- 


petuate the family honours, he beſtowed his only daughter i in mar= 


| riage to the elder brother. That princeſs, the grand mother of the 
reigning Nuwaub, 1s well ken to the Britiſh nation. Aſter living = 
to the great age of ninety, the expired : a few years ſince at her palace 5 


” in Oude. On the death of his uncle, the young Nawaub Sefdar 


-— Jung was confirmed by the king 1 in his government of Oude; and 


8 on the departure of the Perſian conqueror, became a great favourite 
5 at the court of Mahmud Shah. Employed, like his predeceſſors, 
in diſtant parts of the empire, his ſucceſs w as frequently brilliant ; 
_— and he roſe gradually | to the higheſt honours i in the ſlate. In addition 
to the government of Allahabad, he was appointed to the office of 
Grand Maſter of the Artillery; and on the death of. the celebrated - 


. Nizam Al Mooluk, Was made vizir - of the empire, and dignified ” 


| * It was not then che fon of ; a Perſian pedlar who ruled over Oude, but a man 41 5 


— birth and family ; ; and whatever might have been his demerits, or political errors, his 


ſervices to his country entitle him, in every unprejudieed mind, to an appellation more 
honourable. 
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with honours and titles, He died in 1756, having the character of 


a daring and intrepid ſoldier, and eſteemed by his own fubjects as a 
good man and upright magiſtrate. 


SHUJA DOWLA. 


Shui Dowla, fon and tee of Sefdar lag. v was ; called in his : 

| younger * days Mirza Jelaul Addeen Hyder. Had this prince lived 5 
in che reign of Sbah Jehan, or the Great Aurengzecb, he might have 

| attained a high character in the annals of the empire; but he was 3 

i born at a period when the houſe of Timoor was rapidly declining, : 

; and che ſuperior genius of a foreign nation had acquired an aſcen- Eo 
dency not to be overborn. Shuja Dowla, in his conteſt witk the 

7 Engliſh, having raſhly eſpouſed the cauſe of the unfortunate Calm 
Ali, Nuwaub of Bengal, felt the effects of this aſcendency ; and 
. after two u ceſsful attempts, derceiving his incapacity t to d. he 
wiſely reſolved to canciliate the, attention of his enemies. He was 
- not deceived ; .the peace of 1765 (well known in — plc > 
him in a ſituation; more eligible than what he held at the com | 


7 — 


ment of the war: for, excluſive of the reſtoration of the — : 
; wien, be became the friend and Aly: of the Balm, ; and. to 


. * —— in „Hin oſtaur 
: change the name of a prince on his acceſſion to the throne. Thus the famous Jehan- 
guire was called Selim ; Shah Jehan, Kherrum ; Shuja Al Dowla, Mirza Felaul Addeen 

= rt bs and ſucceſſor, a Al — was s Mirza Amauni. Many other in- 


* 


„and — . nete wann * = 
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1 cement the union by till cloſet ties, he aſked and obtained _ aſſiſ- 
tance of a Britiſh force for the protection of his frontiers. 


When releaſed from the afore- mentioned conteſt, Shuja Dowla 
directed his attention to the augmentation of his army, and to the 


management of the affairs of his own dominions, into the govern- 


ment of which great abuſes had been introduced. If we take his 
character comparatively, Shuja Al Dowla will be allowed confidera- 
ble merit: active and vigorous in his mind, he was bold, daring, 


_ enterpriſing, which he manifeſted on various occaſions, and in 


ſituations of danger and difficulty. His temper was iraſcible, „ 


cellent magiſtrate, a lover of juſtice, and anxiouſly defirous of the 7 
proſperity of his country. To the internal economy of his govern- 
; ment, he paid a rigid attention; and by his judicious and prudent 
1 1 7 . arrangements, aided by the exertions of ſome 1 very able officers, he 
| 7 Y Ee” cleared. his dominions from the remains of a neſt of banditti which 
| 2; | 5 5 had long infeſted and diſgraced them. His conduct with regard to 


a= EFF bis neighbours, the Rohillas, was on every account the moſt ex. 
1 | | | | | ; 2 i ceptionable-; and his hoſtile attempt to deſtroy their power evidently 
—_ g 15 originated from a ſpirit of ambition, b boundlefs as inordinate and re- Fs 
| | m7 prehenſible: nor can his endeavours to extenuate his conduct by : 
| | „ throw ing the blame on the impolitic obſtinacy of the Rohillas 5 
—_ TY refuſing - to diſcharge the ſtipulated ſum, in any ſhape Jag i the | 
W means he uſed to effect their deſtruction 3 


q 5 | ; | ſtricteſt impartiality, neither wiſhing to exalt too high the character of any individual 
12 who merited 1 nor to abſtain from cenſure when it —— — 


which often led him to commit acts of cruelty ; yet he was an ex- 58 


* In the * detail it "ow been the author's intention to. he guided 1 the 


5 previous to his departure, publicly beſtowed on Nujuff Khan the 
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CHAP. V. 


Nerurn of the Captain v eneral to „ Dut.m—dcceſſ on of Asve AL 
DowrA to the Government of Ovpt — Embaſſy of ILLvj 
KHAN 70 De Lt1—Proceedings againſt ZABITA Knax De- 


= of the King's Troops Z ABIT A Knan unites with the 5 


8 E IK s—S uccinft A ccount of that N ati on—Occurrences. 


Nujopr KHAN, on his arrival at Delhi, n met wah a reception : 
different from his expeRations. The king was diſguſted with him 


for not having inſiſted i in a more reſolute manner upon the delivery 5 


| of the diſtricts which had been ſtipulated i in the late treaty with the 1 
- vizir; and for omitting to urge his right to participate in the plun- 
1 acquired i in the Robilla war. Shah-Aulum, in fact, ſuſpected 
his miniſter to have been influenced on this occafion more by ene 


- tention to his own intereſts than that of his ſovereign, as the vizir, . 


. Neabut * of the vizarut. This ſuſpicion was diligently | foſtered i in | 
the king) J mind by the ſugg geſtions of Mujud Al Dowla, who now 


= began to acquire an aſcendancy « over his majeſty ; and being jealous 5 


of the authority and influence of N Jujuff Khan, reſolved to oppoſe 
him i in every thing. The miniſter had long entertained hopes of that 


8 very W but baffled i in his exertions to attain it, , he 7 5 


» The depuydp of te off of vir o is erent at the cor of Delhi. 
K 2 


ſent by the vizir Aſuff Al Dowla. That young Prince, who fuc- 1 
coded to the Muſnud of Shuja Al Dowh, was eig . 
age. On his acceſſion, it was deemed adviſeable to requeſt of Sah- 
Aulum a confirmation of his patent of the vizarut i in his own name. 
For this purpoſe, Wuj Khan, a favourite ſervant, was deputed to 
. Delhi, attended by a ſplendid ſuite, and carrying with him fifty . 
- lacks c of) rupees as a paiſhcuſh. After a ſhort ſtay i in the camp, he 
proceeded o to the capital, where his ſucceſs at firſt fell ſhort of his 1 
1 expectations. The king did not appear inclined to expedite the pa- 2 
| tent ; and under various pretences delayed giving A direct anſwer.- ls 
. But a ſevere misfortune which at this time befel his majeſty” 8 arms, 4 
| cauſed an immediate and ready aſſent. Zabita Khan had a gain —— 
— come refractory, and refuſed to forward the ſtipulated tribute to the 
1 — ; and was now 2 to — his „ a 
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ſented his rival as a perſon deſirous of advancing his own authority 


over that of his maſter. Nujuff Khan, however, had too powerful 
a party at court, as well as in the camp, to be eaſily ſupplanted; and 
the war againſt the Jauts requiring immediate attention, his majeſty 


appeared ſatisfied with the e excyles offered by N * Khan. 


The army again aſſembled, and the captain _ led it without 


: delay againſt the fort of Deig, the only place of conſequence * 
remained to the Jauts. Nujuff Khan having inveſted the fo ct on all 
fides, and completed the blockade, detached a ſmall portion from 


1 his main body throughout the adjacent country, and reduced many 
= of the Zemindar to obedience. 


| While the army 5 before Deig, = „ embaſhy arrived in camp, = 


* years of 


enſued, and the event was on the point of proving favourable to the 
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force of arms. Abdul Caſſem Khan, on the part of the king, was 
ordered to march an army to attack the rebel. Zabita Khan, who 
was poſted in Ghoſe Ghur, hearing of that nobleman's approach, 
marched boldly out, and offered him battle. A deſperate conflict 


royal forces, when a body of Patan horſe, who had been Planted in 
9 an ambuſcade by Zabita Khan at the commencement of the action, . 
came ſuddenly out of the place, and fell upon the rear of the kings 
troops with ſuch fury as totally to diſcomfit them. The general was 
| flain whilſt endeavouring to rally his men; and his fall threw the 


troops into ſuch diſorder, that it was with great difficulty Mujud Al 


<A Dowla, who ſucceeded to the command, was enabled to make good : 


. his retreat with a oy: ſmall u. Zabita Khan re-entered his fort 
— — 


Accounts of this fatal difaflera arriving at court, 9 the ES 


at this critical moment he was relieved by the. appearance of Lutaufut 


conſternation and diſmay. Fortunately, however, for Shah-Autum, 5 


Khan, one of the vizir's. officers, who brought along with him = 


body of 5000 troops, and a train of artillery, for the king's uſe. . 


This falutary aid proved of the higheſt ſervice ; and being relieved . | 
. from any apprchenſions for the preſent, the court determined to 
| gratify the vizir for the eſſential ſervice he had rendered. A patent _ 


was immediately made out, accompanied with the inſignia of office 5 

5 and valuable preſents; and the whole were ſent off with much pomp 
and ſolemnity under the charge of four commiſſioners named ha the 

King * this expreſs „— 
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During theſe tranſactions, N ujuff Khan was ſtill employed before 
Deig : that fortreſs, which was uncommonly ſtrong and defended 
by a numerous garriſon, continued for more than a twelvemonth to 
bid defiance to the efforts of Nujuff Khan. The repeated and 
bloody aſſaults which were made by the garriſon had, however, 
much weakened their force, and the health of the Jaut prince be- 
ginning to decline, he entertained thoughts of ſubmiſſion; but before 
he had time to execute his reſolution, be was hurried off by death. 
I Runjeet Sing, his brother, ſucceeded to the command: he was willing 5 
to continue the defence to the laſt extremity ; ; but proviſions growing 


by ſcarce, his troops mutinied, and he was compelled to withdraw 
privately from the fort. 5 


Accordingly, availing himſelf of the opportunity of: an | extreme 


FETs dark night, and taking with him his family and treaſures, accom- | ; 
5 panied by the greater part of the garriſon, he effected his eſcape. | 


; On the enſuing morning, the king? 5 troops, who were prepared for 


85 an aſſault, were aſtoniſhed to find the walls unmanned, and no ap- 8 


pearance of reſiſtance. The general at firſt ſuſpected a ſtratagera ; ; 


„ but on a cloſer inſpection, perceiving the rebels had n retired, ö 


he entered and took poſſeſſon. 


A great quantity of ammunition nd; ſtores, with a train of ar- 


tillery, were taken, but not much plunder, which circumſtance ex- = 


| aſperated the troops, and induced them to commit all ſorts of vio- N 
5 lence upon the defenceleſs inhabitants. Not content with inſulting = 
ph them, they proceeded to attack their Pagodas, where they broke and 

demoliſhed the idols, i in ſpite of the prayers and intreaties urged by : 
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the poor wretches in behalf of their altats; On the 3 of Deig, 


all the remaining part of the Jaut country ſubmitted ; and as heavy 
fines were impoſed by the general upon the different Zemindars, he 
continued to fill his treaſury, which enabled him to diſcharge the 


arrears of his troops ; ; at the ſame time be ordered a general rejoicing 


— the camp. 


The embaſſ iy afove mentioned arriving at the fame time, Nujuff 


Khan availed himſelf on the occaſion to ſhew his reſpect to the 
| vizir, #4 entertaining the commiſſioners i in the moſt ſplendid man- : 


He feaſted them for ſeveral. days, and chen diſmiſſed them 


ith additional when AI 


The conqueſt of the * being now — Nuj uff Khan 
; directed his attention to the collection of the revenues, and i in. '; 


| forming t the abuſes which had. prevailed during the war.. But i in the 0 


midſt of his arrangements, he was ſuddenly called off by! letters re- 


ceived from Delhi, which required his immediate preſence at that 
Z abita Khan, whoſe ſucceſs, as already related, had inflamed 


city. 


his reſentment and excited his ambition, Was reſolved to perſiſt in 


his rebellion, and actually threatened Delhi with a ſiege. Previous, 


19 however, to proceeding to open hoſtilities, he augmented his amp, , 


: and took into his Pay RESTO! of Seite. - 


He formed, moreover, connections with "I of the principal 
chiefs of that nation ; and i in order to render this alliance the more 

effectual, he embraced the tenets of this extraordinary ſect, and be- 
came. a convert to their faith. T he ** which the Seiks have borne: 
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in the tranſactions of later times in the upper parts of Hindoſtaun, 
_ juſtify; an attempt to deſcribe their origin and n advance- 
ment to en in nr 


St At it; "44 * 6 LICE. * 7 Aa 2 — 


neee N 2 


—— 


* 
* 8 a < + rw 
=. AC ne awe - - 


During the 8 of n e Shah * 5 Au- 
rengzeeb, the annals of Hindoſtaun exhibit a ſeries of events and 


brilliant actions which raiſed the empire to the firſt ſtation in the 


hiſtory of Aſia. Emulating the conduct of their founder the great 


Timoor, thoſe princes whilſt they trod in his ſteps tendered their 
| dominions floutithing and their people happy, and the power of that 5 
auguſt family appeared eſtabliſhed on ſo ſolid a baſis as to bid de- 

fiance to the fluctuating and capricious changes of fortune; but the 
ſceds of diffolution and decay were internally generated even in the TT 
OD height of their proſperity ; and the indolence, folly and effeminacy, ; 
ES the princes of later times, overthrew the fabrick of power, —_— 
buried the authority of the houſe of Timioor under its ruins. Out . 
of the ſhipwreck of its former grandeur, feveral new and inde- 
| pendent ſtates aroſe. To the Seite, among others, may be aſſigned 
_ an intereſting ſtation; obſcure in their « origin, in a remote part of the 
Province of Lahoor, 
Pe mend itſelf or attract notice. | 


this ike had nothing but inovelty 0 e : 


In the reign « of the nn Baber, Nonich Shah, founder of the 5 


65 wide, was born- at a ſmall village named Tulbindee, in the province 5 
of Lahoor; at an eariy pe 


riod of life, this extraordinary perſon, who 


poſſeſſed a good capacity and amiable manners, forſook the world, - 
and devoted himfelf to a life of religious auſterity. In this reeluſe 
fate, aided Aby the effuſions of a-fervid — Nanick framed | 


children, Lucſmi Doſs and Sree Chund. 


a 
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a ſyſtem of religion, compoſed from the ect and contempla- 
tive theories of Muſſulman divinity, which he delivered to his nu- 
merous followers as of divine origin. This book he termed Gur- 
runt, which, in the Punjabee dialect, implies ſcriptural. Nanick, 
hing his nintieth year, expired peaceably, and was buried at . 
Amrit Seer, where his tomb to the preſent day attracts the attention, 
and animates the piety of his numerous Ws He left two 


after 1 


1 5 At his u Nanick Shah, with: a view to render permanent Ki 5 1 
new ſyſtem, ordained that the ſucceſſion ſhould be elective and not 


hereditary, an ordination which, as it precluded the ſupreme au- 
thority from remaining in one family, placed the benevolent and 
diſintereſted views of the founder in a light truly amiable. Sree 
Chund, who found means to ſecure his election, preſided over the 


5 tribe for ſeveral years, and, at his death, Angajee ſucceeded. But pe 


this cuſtom, though it obtained for ſome time, was at length ſet 
afide, and Gooroo Ram was the firſt who eſtabliſhed an heredit 
ſucceſſion, Fe 


The 1. continuing to increaſe by the vaſt number of converts 7 


which it had acquired, had not hitherto attracted the notice of the 


neighbouring powers ; ; occupied in paying a ſerupulous adherence to 
the laws and ordinations of their foun 
upon as harmleſs, inoffenſive devotees; ; but the period was at 


hand when they were to act a different part, and to contend with 


vigour againſt imperial authority. Teigh Behadur, whole actions 


and misfortunes render his name memorable, was the firſt who took 
3 


r, the Seiks were looked 5 
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up arms againſt the officers of Aurengzecb, till after many decdy 
encounters with the king's troops, he was at length overcomie, taken 
priſoner, and put to death. His ſucceſſors, animated by revenge, 
continued a predatory war with the deſcendants of Aurengzeeb, 
and, during the ſtruggle, the Seiks acquired a conſiderable addition 


of territory. Among the moſt memorable of theſe chiefs, was 
Bundah, who, after a long and ſevere conteſt, was taken priſoner, 
carried to Delhi, and there ſuffered with heroic fortitude an igno- ” 
minious death * . FE 


In the reign of — Shah the tribe became very fornaiduble. : 

Profitng by the diſturbances which then prevailed i in every part of . 
the empire, the Seiks again made head againſt the government, and 
with far better ſucceſs. E bey conquered the whole of the Punjab, | 


| (or country included within the five rivers which fall into the Indus) DN 


and e even aw their arms beyond it. N 


In che laſt reign (aulum Geer the Second) 4 a were 5 


3 bounded on the weſt by the country of Cabul, and extended eaſt- 
ward to the vicinity of Delhi, north by a range of high moun- 
tains, and to the ſouthweſt they embraced the province of Moultan ; 

and the city of T atta, ſituated on the banks of the Indus. Lahoor, 

the capital of Punjab, was ſelected as their chief city « of refidence, 
and as ſuch has ſince continued. K. hey poſſeſs many large towns, 

5 and among the innit: are thoſe of Puttiali, Hurrial, Loch Chur, 


» * a particular account wa this — chief i in Captin Scott 8 ſecond volume : 
of the Hiſtory of Deccan.  Artiele Furrok Seer. - 


__SHAH-AULUM. 9 75 
Serhind, Shahabad, and Tanaſſer. The Seik territories are ſaid to 
contain prodigious quantities of cattle, horſes, oxen, cows, and 
| ſheep; and grain of various kinds is produced in abundance. The 
precious metals are very ſcarce; and their trade is for that reaſon 
chiefly carried on by barter, ef] pecially i in the manufacturing towns. 


At Pattiali they make ee; dach and flow arms ; ſuperior to 
5 moſt parts of Hindoſtaun. The collected force of the Seiks is im- } 
menſe, they being able to bring into the field an army of 2 50,000: * 
men, a force apparently terrific, but, from want of union among 
_ themſelves, not much to be dreaded by their neighbours. | Divided 
into diſtinct diſtricts, each chief rules, over the portion appropriated 
to him with uncontroled {way ; ; and tenacious of his authority, and 


EY » The following table, which was * to he author ow a Seik chief when at 
: Pannepat in 1793-4, will exhibit the ſituation of the different chiefs at that ; 
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jealous of his brethren, it ſeldom * that this nation makes an 
united effort *. bing 0 0 


| The Seiks are armed with a ſpear, ſcy metar, and excellent match- 


lock. Their horſes are ſtrong, very patient under hardſhip, and 


undergo incredible fatigue. The men are accuſtomed to charge | 


on full gallop, on a ſudden they ſtop, diſcharge their pieces with a 


deliberate aim, when ſuddenly wheeling about, aſter performing 
three or four turns, they renew the attack, The ſhock is impreſſive | 
- when offered only to infantry, but againſt artillery they cannot ſtand. 
It is a fact well known and eſtabliſhed, that a few field pieces is = 
= ſufficient to keep in check their moſt numerous bodies. Inured 
from their infancy to the hardſhips of a military life, the Seiks are 
9 85 addicted to predatory warfare, in a manner peculiar to chemſelves : 
alone. When determined to invade a neighbouring province, they 
- aſſemble at firſt i in ſmall numbers on the frontier, when having firſt 8 
demanded the rabi or tribute, if it be complied with, they retire . 


peaceably ; F but when this is denied, hoſtilities commence, and the 


Seiks, in their progreſs, are accuſtomed to lay waſte the country on 


al ſides, carrying * with them as many of che inhabitants as 


DD. o * The a once ans in the Britiſh — of the formidable power of this 
N . might be obviated by obſerving, that the diſcordant and claſhing intereſts of the 
reſpective Seik chiefs prevent almoſt the poſſibility of a general union ; and even if dif- F 
piſed to attack the territory of our ally, the vizir, they would be neceſſitated to keep a . 
3 "yu eye over their own territories, which would be left open to invaſion from the TR 


It is well known that Zemaun Shah, the king of Cabul, is deſirous of ſharing 


in _ fertile province of Punjab, and eſpecially of getting poſſeſſion of Lahoor, empha- 


np Hindoſtaun. * n. * 
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they e can ks priſoners, and all the cattle. The priſoners are de- 
tained as ſlaves, unleſs redeemed by a pecuniary compenſation.— 

But though fond of plunder, the Seiks, i in the interior parts of their 
country, preſerve good order, and a regular government: and the cul- 


tivation of their lands is attended with much aſſiduity. Their revenues 


are collected at two ſtated periods of fix months each; and by an 
equitable adjuſtment between the proprietor and cult i vator, the 
latter i is allowed a fifth part as the reward of his labour. 


Of their religion. much information 10 not as 70 8 acquired; 8 


but it bas been remarked by an ingenious and ſpirited hiſtorian, that 


| in the act of receiving proſelytes, they compel them to the perfor- 7 


mance of an act equally abhorrent to the principles of the Hindoo 
or Mahommedan faith *. Yet, notwithſtanding the nature of their 


N ceremonies, | it is certain bey continue to n numerous converts. = 


The Seiks, in | os 1 are _ and of: A mandy exe «- ; 


4 portment; j their aſpedt i is ferocious, their eyes piercing and anima- 


ted ; and i in tracing their features a ſtriking reſemblance 1s obſerva- 
ble to the Arabs who inhabit the banks of the Euphrates, The 5 
dreſs of the males conſiſts of A coarſe cloth of blue cotton, thrown : 
1 looſely over the ſhoulders, and coming down between the legs, — 


Pe confined round the waiſt by a belt of cotton. An ample turban of 


blue cloth covers the head, and over this i is frequently wore a ſaſh of 
filk and cottan mixed, reſembling both i in colour and | pattern a a Scotch 


3 | By — Muſfulmaun to Sink water, In which ſome Seiks have wells 5 
| their feet, mixed with hog's blood, and the Hindoo with that of a COW. See Captain 
Scott, Vol. II. article * Seer. 
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Tartan. 'T rey ſpeak the Aufghaun or Pooſhto language, with — 


lific additions of Perſian, Arabic, and Hindoovee nf 


From this digreſſion let us proceed to relate the tranſactions at court. 
Shah-Aulum, who was enraged at Zabita Khan for his repeated acts 


of inſolence and diſreſpect, reſolved to take the field in perſon, and 
had for this purpole, as above remarked, ordered the captain general 


; from Deig. On the miniſter 8 arrival, the king marched out and i 
encamped. 


At a ſecret conference held on \ the occaſion, i it was ed pre- 
vious to commencing hoſtilities, , to make one effort to perſuade the 


rebel to return to his duty; though had a retroſpect of his former 
conduct been taken, they would have foreſeen the inſufficiency = 
any but reſolute meaſures. Agreeably to this reſolve, Rajah 1 

| ram, Himmut Behadur, and Lutafut, were ſent to Sehaurunpore to 
treat and offer terms; but for fear of an unſucceſsful iſſue, the king 

and the e general followed with the amy. The ee at firſt | 


* In the year 1 193-43 | the author was at at Panneput i in company with Major Charles ” 


2, Reynolds, of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, employed by the Britiſh government on a ſurvey : 
through the Doo Ab; the reſult of which, when communicated to the public, will no 
doubt prove a able addition to the geography already acquired. At that time he faw 
a body of Seiks then in the ſervice of the great Sindiah ; they were about one thouſand 
0 —— under the command of Doolchee Sing, from whoſe brother moſt of the i in- 
1 1 above mentioned was received. The author has to apologiſe for giving a 
A ſketch fo late though he is happy to learn there is another and far better account 


ady before the public from the late Colonel James Browne, of the Bengal eftabliſh- 


ment, but which account the author has not ſeen. c 155 
an his own reſearches. 
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gave hopes of a peaceful termination. A conference took place be- 
tween the captain general, Mujud Al Dowla, and Zabita Khan; but 
unhappily a miſunderſtanding aroſe, which proceeded to violent 
altercation on both ſides. Whether Zabita Khan, who was of a 
turbulent and haughty ſpirit, could not brook the manner of the 
king's miniſters, who talked in a high ſtrain, or whether he was. 
determined at all events on reſiſtance, has not been clearly aſcertained. = 
From whatever cauſe i it aroſe, he was obſerved as he came out. of the 
5 tent to be uncommonly agitated; and without waiting for the 

| miniſters to accompany and introduce him, repaired directly to the 
royal tent. Faving paid his reſpects to the king, he withdrew to 
his own camp ; and ſuddenly, without aſſigning any reaſon for ſuch. 

a conduct, ſtruck his tents and went into fort. | Notwithſtanding fo. 
glaring and infolent a conduct, the king did not proceed to the 1 im- 
mediate puniſhment of the rebel. On the contrary, he was per- — 


gs ſuaded, through the mediation of Lutafut, who, it is afſerted, was. 


bribed largely on the occaſion, to pardon him. Zabita Khan was, 
therefore, invited to court, and, on promiſing ſubmiſſion, was again 


confirmed in his government of Sehaurunpore.. The 1 returned: 


to Delhi. 
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Revolt of the Rajah of Jyzos s—SuccinF Account of the Principe. 
lities US OvupirokRE—JouDeoRE and JeroxE—The King 
_ marches to Jxroxr— Taling of NarNnovL and DBANSNEY— 
D: Hrace of MvJvp. AL DowLa—Death of Prince Forx- 

: HINDA Bux Heard and Charatter of Nufvrr Knax. 


N. . return of "a rs army to o Delhi, Nujuff 8 = 


5 had lately been appointed to the government of Agrah, repaired to 
that province: about this time news arrived at court of the death of 
Madhoo Sing, * ruler of Ippore, and of the acceſſion of Pertaub 

8 Sing, a youth of twelve years of . age, to his father 8 government. 
1 The conſiderable ſhare which this prince bore i in the tranſactions of 
E the court of Delhi, juſtify our taking a retroſpective view of the 
provinces of Oudipore, Joudpore, and Jypore, or the countries de- 

nominated by 2 Rejpeotans *. ET - 


When the Moguls firſt 2 a they found the inha- 


: bitants in general effeminate and luxurious, and in conſequence i in- 
capable of oppoſing with effect thoſe hardy bands who at firſt under 
Zingis Khan, and afterwards his deſcendant, the Great Timoor, ac- 


* Conſult the excellent memoir of a map of Hindoſtaun by Major Rennel, to whom - 


the author begs leave to return his thanks for his liberal and polite attention in permit- | 
8 ing him to copy the map prefixed to this volume. 
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quired a ſucceſſion of conqueſts, and finally laid the foundation of 
the Mogul empire in Hindoſtaun i in the perſon of Baber, fixth in 
deſcent from Timoor. 


But however competent to overturn the Patan government, they 
found it more difficult to ſubdue the great Rajpoot principalities.— 
The princes of thoſe countries, who were the aboriginal ſovereigns 5 
of Hindoſtaun, inherited from their anceſtors a high and warlike 
ſpirit, which, added to the natural advantages of their ſituation, | in 


countries ſurrounded by high mountains and interſected by narrow 5 


vallies and numerous defiles, rendered hazardous a foreign invaſion. 5 


. he Rajpoot princes therefore continued long to reſiſt with effect the | 
valour and diſcipline of the Mogul troops ; 3 and the different ſove- 
reigns of the houſe of Timoor, after repeated, but ineffectual, 3 
: ſtruggles to reduce them by force, were in the end neceſſitated to 


5 5 adopt a method more conciliatory. The firſt princes of the race of 


, Timoor not only invited them to the capital, and heaped upon them 
8 honours and dignities of all kinds, but were accuſtomed to inter- 


marry with their families, a circumſtance, which, if the tenacious 

5 adherence of the Hindoos to preſerve their blood pure and unconta- e 

= minated be conſidered, would appear diſgraceful; but an alliance „ 
; with the ſovereign was, among the Hindoos, deemed honourable by 5 


5 the a ancient nt uſages of their country. 


The great e of int thus 8 by the Rajpoot 3 


” princes, the ſecurity of their poſſeflions, and, above all, the proſpect ES 


of their deſcendants mounting the throne, were motives that inſured 


oo cheerful acquieſcence i in the Propoſed alliances, , and abated their 
5 ah N 
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ardent love of independence, and contributed to render them con- 
tented in their tributary ſtate. Accordingly, during the reigns of 
Jehanguire, Shah Jehan, and Aurengzeeb, the * princes, 
were n allied to royal blood © . 


M . country of the Rathore Rajpoots, in the im- 
perial regiſter is included in the province of Agimere. From Jypore, 
one of the principal cities, it extends 1 68 coſes to its north-weſtern 
boundary of Bekaneer, a city which ſkirts the confines of the deſart; * 
to the eaſtward i it extends 1 50 coſes, and is bounded on that quarter 
by Agrah ; welt by the city of Debalpore, on the banks of the Sutt- 
3 and ſouth by⸗ the province of Guzerat. 


The principal river, 8 Puddar, riſes | in the mountainous part of 15 


N the country 1 and, after traverſing, : a vaſt extent, is diſcharged into 8 


the ſea, near the gulph of Kutch. 


| Within the W tract are ths cities of chain ld 


8 pore, and Iypore, including the ſtrong fortreſſes of Cheitore and 


Rintimpore; the former memorable for reſiſting the arms of the 
5 emperor Akbar; ; and the latter for having afforded an afylum to the 
families of Shah Jehan and Aurengzecb, when in rebellion. againſt 
their parents, * heſe countries abound. in cotton, opium, indigo, 5 


* iis Dow' s — "I 5 
'4 In this deſcription the author has availed himſelf of a | Perfian MS. intitled 
. Hude la All Alauleem, or a geographical account of ſeveral of the principal- cities and 


provinces of Hindoſtaun, | 1 is written by a learned native, and eontains much eurious 
and uſeful information. 2 3 3 


* Cols i is oqual to two Britiſh, miles. . EEC : 1 
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tobacco, and grain of various kinds, moſt of which articles are ex- 
ported to Ahumudabad, the capital of Guzerat, which returns the 
manufactures of Europe and Perſia. T hey have alſo a breed of ex- 
cellent horſes, which are in general uſe among the Marhatta armies. 
While the empire flouriſhed, the revenues of the Agimere province 
were eftimated at twenty-ſix millions; and the different Rajahs, when 
united, could bring into the field an army of 200,000 men, a force 
truly formidable, and which proved frequently fatal to the Mogul 


princes, even in the zenith of their power and authority. 5 o con- 


| clude our remarks on this ſingular people, in the words of: 2 ſpirit . d 5 


1 hiſtorian * « their fituation enabled them to retaliate i injuries in the 


. "bi center of the empire; but attached to their ſoil, as ground on 


Which their deities as well as their anceſtors had lived, few of 


Wy their Pritices had been ambitious of increaſing their territory.” 


Towads the cloſe of the laſt century, Jyfing, a prince no „ Ent N 
celebrated for his warlike talents than for his reputation as a philoſo- 
pher and a cultivator of the arts, founded the modern city of Jy pore, 


which he called Jynagghar. . is ſituated in che central part 1 


Rajpootanah, and about 140 miles weſt of Agrah. The town is 

handſome and well built ; the houſes are of ſtone, and the ſtreets, 5 
: which are large and ſpacious, interſect each other at right angles. A. 
5 citadel, which commands the town, is built 1 upon a ſteep rock, around 

| which extends a chain of fortifications four miles i in circumference. 5 
In the town is to be ſeen an obſervatory, erected by the prince afore- 

mentioned, to which, during his life time, many eminent and 


* Orme' 8 Hiſtorical Fragments. 
= * 2 
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buned men were invited, where the ſcience of aſtronomy was af- 
fiduouſly cultivated. 


T his city has of late years increaſed i in commerce and opulence ; ; 
for ſince the communication through the province of Lahoor has 
been ſtopped by the Seiks, the merchants, from the north have been 
accuſtomed to enter Hindoſtaun by the route of Iypore. Rock ſalt, 


iron, and copper, are found in the province ; and i its revenues are 
eſtimated at ive millions ſterling. 


T The inhabitants are wholly Hindoos; and their manners are repre- 
i ſented by travellers to be hoſpitable and unaffected. Since the death 


—— of Jyſing, who may be conſidered as the founder of the preſent fa. 
1 mily, there has been a ſucceſſion of four princes =. *. Purtaub Sing, 


Who, as already remarked, was a minor in the hands of his guar- 
| dians, from inexperience was incapable of governing and entirely 
under the guidance of others. | During the late diſturbances, b 


miniſters taking advantage of the abſence of the royal army, had 


neglected to ſend to court the cuſtomary tribute, which Shah- Aulum 5 ; 
was determined to puniſh. He accordingly aſſembled the army, the 


| command of which was given to the Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla. 
5 This nobleman, eager to gratify his own ambition, had long beheld 5 


with ip atience the authori ity of Nujuff Khan: he thought the pre- 5 
ſent opportunity favourable to his views ; and che abſence of the 


3 captain general, Who was employed in the Agrah | province, gave him ; 


hopes of eſtabliſhing his aſcendancy o over the mind of his ſovereign, 


®. Jyſing Sewaii, Alſeri Sing, Prithi Sing, Madhoo, Sing... 
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and by the reduction of the Jypore country fix himſelf in power 
without controul. 


The army being aſſembled, Mujud Al Dowla, accompanied by 
the king marched againſt Rewari, a large town in the dominions 
of Pertaub Sing, the place after a ſhort reſiſtance ſubmitted, as did 
alſo the forts of Narnoul and Dbanſney. The ſucceſs of theſe 
operations induced Mujud Al Dowla to carry the king to a greater 
diſtance, and to propoſe to his majeſty to extend his circuit through 
the provinces of Agimere, under pretext of paying his devotions at | 


the ſhrine of a Mahomedan ſaint. This plan which was to ſepa- 


rate the king from Nujuff Khan, would in all probability have 5 


ſucceeded, had not a circumſtance occurred which bafffed his 
b ſchemes, and led in the end to important conſequences. Nujuff | 


. Khan bearing of the late ſucceſſes, and perceiving the increaſed in- 


fluence of Mujud Al Dowla, ventured on a perſonal viſit to the royal . 


camp; and leaving the care of Agrah to his friend Mahomed Beg . 5 


Khan, he began his march towards Jypore. The miniſters of Per- 5 
taub Sing, after the loſſes afore mentioned, finding farther reſiſtance 


vain, now made overtures of ſubmiſſion in the name of their 


maſter, and a negociation accordingly « commenced. A large paith- | 


; cuſh was offered on the part of the young Rajah, and profeſ- 


1 ſions of loyalty and attachment in his future conduct pending = 


f this treaty, Nujuff Khan, Who was informed of the circumſtance, 


wy reſolved it ſhould not be terminated until his own arrival. He : 


| therefore, diſpatched an expreſs to the king, requeſting that the treaty = 


— ſhould not be concluded without him; and on his. own authority = 


forbade the n Vakeel to 1 any farther inthe affair, Com- 
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mands dictated in terms ſo forcible had the deſired effect, and Shah- | 
Aulum was compelled to acquaint Mujud Al Dowla — his ac- 
quieſcence in the demands of his rival. 


as A FS 4 the army of Nujuff Khan FF in the neigh- 
| bourhood of the royal camp, and, to do the general honour, his ma- 
jeſty ſent his third ſon, the Prince Yezdat: Bukht, to meet and con- 
duct him to the preſence. A private conference was held on the 

0 occaſion, and Mujud Al Dowla was convinced that the authority of | 
his rival was too powerful to be overthrown. Pertaub Sing was now 
ordered to repair to the royal camp, and on prefericing an offering 
of five lacks of rupees, received his majeſty” s pardon, and Was re- 
ſtored to the government of the jypore province. The army then 
returned to Delhi, where Nujutf Khan, ſoon after his arrival, cele- 
brated the nuptials of his youngeſt daughter with the Nawaub 
N ujuff Cooly Khan. The marriage was honoured by the king's J 
9 preſence, and i in a a few days after Nujuff Khan retumed to Agrah. 


"Pi the remainder of the current year, little occurs at Delhi 5 


wonky of notice; J but the enſuing ſeaſon exhibited a new ſcene of 


action, an d occaſioned Aa conſiderable alteration on the ſace of af- 


1 fairs at court. * be Seiks, ww ho for ſeveral years | had confined them- 


ſelves to their own territories, now ſuddenly appeared in great 
numbers on the frontiers. A great force under different leaders 
having aſſembled, entered the: king's 8 territories, and commenced 5 
their uſual courſe of plunder and devaſtation. They ſoon pene- 
; trated as far as Carnal, a large city 100 miles north of the capital. 


Ot this oy took al and diſperſed their parties in various 
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directions to overrun the province of Delhi. To repel this daring 
invaſion, Mujud Al Dowla, accompanied by Furkhinda Bukht, a 


prince of the royal family, were ordered to take the field, Twenty 


thouſand men, with a reſpectable train of artillery, were ſoon ready 
to march. Advancing by eaſy marches along the weſtern bank of 5 
the river Jumna, the royal army reached Carnal without i interruption. 
At this place Runjeet Sing and Deo Sing, two of the principal leaders 
; of the Seiks, diſpatched a vakeel to eamp with offers of ſubmiſ- 
fion, They promiſed a puiſheuſh of three lacks of rupees, and to 


recal their aſſociates from their predatory incurſions. Mujud Al 


N Dowla acquieſceing i in the propoſal, thoſe chiefs were directed to 


attend the royal army in its future progreſs. Accordingly hav- 
ing evacuated the town of Carnal, they joined the miniſter. From 
Carnal, Mujud Al Dowla advanced to Puttiali, a town 60 coſes 


> north of the latter, and ſituated on the Seik frontier.” That place 


was defended by Amur Sing, who with a numerous garriſon, and i 

abundance of proviſions, reſolved to 66 a ſiege. Amur Sing 

: had, however, other motives for reſiſtance; he was aware that a large 
1 5 reinforcement of Seiks had left Lahore, and might ſhortly be ex- 
pected at Puttiali; nor was he without hope that even in the event h 
their non. arrival. and the town being hard preſſed, but that he 


ſhould be able to gain over the miniſter to his views, by che aid of N 


| all-powerful gold. However this might have been, Mujud Al 


Dowla beſieged the place i in form; but many days bad not clapſed, Fs 
es when it was announced to the army, chat a negociation for peace 


woas in train. Amur Sing conſenting to become tributary, c. commiſ- 


ſioners were appointed on both ſides to draw up an amicable treaty. 
The conferences accordingly « commenced ; but an act of treachery 
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on the part of the Seiks, and in which it was ſuſpected the miniſter 
had a conſiderable ſhare, ſuddenly diſſolved the meeting. To re- 
late with preciſion the circumſtances which led to this breach of 
faith, we muſt recollect that the Seik chieftains, who had ſubmitted 
at Carnal, were ſtill in the royal camp. They having received ad- 
vice of the expected reinforcement of their countrymen being near 
at hand, ſent notification of it to Amar Sing ; ; at the ſame time ad- 
viſing that chief by ſome means or other to break off the treaty then ” 


: = 


| Agreeably to this information, Amar sing exhibited to the com- 


obs miſſioners many ſhuffling evaſions and pretexts ; ; and to this was þ 
added an haughty and contemptuous behaviour, which could not be 


miſtaken. Rajah Daieram, the chief commiſſioner, perceiving his 
5 drift, 2 the town of Pattiali, and with his aſſociates returned 


5 to camp. 


dee this: traitors there endeavoured 8 ſtudied hut + to : 
preclude all ſuſpicion of their fidelity i in the mind of the miniſter. } 
Mujud Al Dowla ſaid nothing; and his ſhameful ſupineneſs on this 
occaſion i in ſuffering the inſults ſuſtained by the royal commiſſioners | 


at Pattiali to paſs unnoticed, afforded additional proofs of his collu- 


1 ſion in the diſgraceful ſcene. Early on the following moming. 5 


„ Runjeet Sing and his aſſociate ſuddenly left the camp: a party . 
directed to go in purſuit of them; this party had ſcarcely cleared 
--— advanced poſts of the army, when they diſcovered the van 
—— guard of an immenſe hoſt of Seiks, who by forced marches had 


advanced thus far unnoticed. | At * ſame inſtant Amar Sing, « of 
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| Pattiali, iſſuing o out of the fort, covered the retreat of the traitors, 
and with them ſhortly after joined the troops from Lahoor. The 
Seiks now made a violent attack on all ſides: accuſtomed to a de- 
ſultory mode of warfare, they charged the line in ſeveral parts at 
once, and by the fierceneſs of their onſet, threw the king s troops 


into confuſion. The whole army would now have been ſacrificed 


had not the officer who commanded in the rear, by a well-direted 
i fire of bis artillery, given a timely check to the enemy. The kings 
troops were, however, compelled to retire ; and for four days made = 
Aa diſgraceful and diſorderly retreat. On the fifth day, the army . 
1 reached Panniput, under the walls of which they encamped. Here 
5 the Seiks quitted them; and unſatiated with ſucceſs, and fiercely 
thirſting for plunder, they divided into ſeparate columns, and 


| : croſſing the Jumna, ſpread themſelves over the upper parts of the 


. "Dov Ab, — a where acts of crucky, devaſtation, and 4 


5 death. 


The late diſgraceful ſcenes had excited in the army univer al 3 


indignation againſt Mujud Al Dowla. On him the eyes of: all 


men were bent; and numbers ſcrupled not openly. to accuſe him 7 


having been bribed by the Seiks to betray the king s intereſts, 
SEED and devote his army to utter ruin. * indeed, it be conſidered 


that a finer and better appointed army never marched from Delhi, 


go that they were fluſhed with recent ſucceſſes, and animated by the 2 
preſence of a prince of the blood; that this army ſhould be i incom- 


2 petent to ſuſtain the ſhock of a tumultuous rabble, appeared i incre- = 
dible in the eyes of all men, and proved the reproaches thrown on 
the miniſter to be  frietly m merited. Even after the n had re- 


1 
—— 2 = = 
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tired, l of remaining on the frontier to recover his ſoldiers 


from their late depreſſion, he, as if panic ſtruck, marched pre- 


cipitately to the capital, thereby leaving the whole country expoſed 


in his rear, and the wretched inhabitants a prey to the ravages of 
thoſe barbarous invaders. But he was ſoon to receive a puniſhment . 
| adequate to his deſerts. | 


Intelligence of this diſaſtrous event arriving at Delhi, conſterna- 


tion and diſmay ſeized on all. The king was highly incenſed at 
the baſe conduct of Mujud Al Dowla; and to prevent farther ill con- 
| ſequences, required 1 the immediate attendance of the captain general. 


f It was indeed high time for ſome effectual interference. On one 
hand the Seiks were filling the Doo Ab with outrage and devaſta- 5 
tion, while on the other ſeveral of the Zemindars, availing them- ” 

_ ſelves of the confuſion of the times, roſe 1 in arms in many parts of 
the country. FF vr . 


FT he * who why this time © bad reached Delhi, on bis andval 


” 5 inceſſantly to remove from the king 8 mind all ſuſpicion ” 
of his fidelity. He entered into a long defence of his conduct, ; 
wherein he attempted to prove that the late diſaſter was imputable | 

not tor his want of attachment, but to the common accidents of 
war; that for himſelf he had ever been one of the foremoſt i in | zeal. = 

0 and exertion for his majeſty” 8 ſervice. . 


33 who 1 was not in a condition as 1 to refute the a ar- T 


_- guments of his miniſter, (that nobleman” s guards having poſſeſſion R 
8 of the — apparently accepted his — but the — 


2 
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inclined all thinking perſons to conclude, that the king was in his 
own mind reſolved on his diſgrace. It muſt here be remembered 
that Mujud Al Dowla, from his extenſive influence at court, had a 
ſtrong party in his favour in the army ; that he, moreover, was 
in poſſeſſion of the king' s perſon and the citadel, and therefore re- 
ſolved to oppoſe his enemies by force of arms. It was juſtly 
| feared that the contention between the rival chiefs would, to the 


citizens of you. be attended with conſiderable miſchief, if not of 155 
| bloodihed. 
Theſe alarms, however, were happily ſubdued by: the conduct 
8 and dexterity of the captain general, who was now on his way to the 
4 capital. By means of his emiſſaries, diſperſed throughout the city, 
: he, by large bribes and promiſes of preferment, drew over to his own 
R views the leading chiefs of the miniſter 8 party. Secure on this 


head, he heſitated not to ad his * into inſtant « execution. „ 


on his 3 in he * the prince Furkhinda Bukhe 

and Mujud Al Dowla were ordered to meet and conduct the captain 
general to court. Prior to Mujud Al Dowla' 8 quitting the citadel, 
: he received information of the intended combination againſt him. | 


5 He was told of the deſigns of his enemies to ſeize him, and of the 


king? $ acquieſcence : and ſecret indignation. toward him: finally, they 


- recommended him to be upon his guard; and, in the ſtrongeſi man- | 


ner, urged him to remain within the citadel, where, with the force 


he poſſeſſed, he might bid defiance to the united efforts of his ene- 18 


e Staggered at the unexpected intelligence, the miniſter for a 
moment it pauſed. | But i im pelled by an unaccountable infatuation, he 


——- 
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relied on the king's perſonal favour, and, maugre the intreaties of 5 
his friends, reſolved to go on. 


Scarcely had the prince” 's retinue —_ the city, when Afrafeb 
Khan, a young ſoldier of fortune, who had been bred i in the camp 
and in the family of Zulficar Al Dowla, at the head of 500 horſe, 
| ſeized on the gate ; thence proceeding to the citadel, he compelled | 

the garriſon, who had been ſtationed there by Mujud Al Dowla, to 5 
3 lay down their arms and evacuate the fort. They obeyed : the 
0 ſpirited youth then took poſſeſſion for Shah-Aulum in the name of 
his benefactor. The king having taken! no notice of this tranſaction, 


it was ſuppoſed his majeſty was n of the whole ow: * to 
| its execution. Z 


10 this time the prince and Mujud Al Dowla had reached the 


camp of the captain general. After a few complimentary ceremo- 


nies, the miniſter was informed that he was no more to viſit the T 
| king. Perceiving his diſ; grace inevitable, he begged leave to return 
to his palace in the city. This was allowed, but a guard was ſent. | 
along with him; and ſhortly after the whole of his, property, 


” amounting to more than twenty lacks of rupees, was ſeized, and 


1 confiſcated to the uſe of the captain general. | 


In a court fo fruitful of revolutions : as Delhi, the removal « or 4 


f of a miniſter i is in general viewed by the people with perfect apathy 3 
and indifference: yet on this occaſion, Mujud Al Dowla's conduct 


1 the late expedition had excited a diſguſt among all ranks; which, 


” added to his former acts of rapacity and 2 to a the ” 


1 
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extravagance of the court, , Altogether rendered his diſgrace juſtly 
merited. 


Zulficar Al Dowlah, on his preſentation at court, was received 
by Shah-Aulum with marks of the moſt affeQtionate reſpect. In 


return he made an offering of four lacks of rupees, together with 


ſome beautiful Perſian horſes for the uſe of the king” s ſtable. The 
palace of the late vizir C ummir Aldeen Khan was aſſigned for the 


reſidence of the new miniſter, who from henceforth determined to : 
: fix his reſidence at Delhi. 


The aiſcmiſfion of Mujud Al Dowla from all his | employments 7 


occaſioned. ſome alterations in the arrangement of offices. At the 


recommendation of the captain general, the prince Mirza Juwaun N 


Bukht was made ſuperintendant of the bathing apartments; ; prince = 


: ; Furkhinda Bukht, Meer Atuſh, or Grand Maſter of Artillery; ; and 


— his majeſty honoured the captain general himſelf with the high office 


. of Vakeel Mutluck, or Abſolute D Director General of the affairs of. ; 
the empire. . _ 


The commencement of 17981 was taken up in 1 preparations for: 


puniſhing the Seiks. That lawleſs banditti were ſtill ravaging the | 


upper parts « of the Doo Ab. To chaſtiſe them, Mirza Shuffee Khan, - 


- young nobleman who poſſeſſed great military experience,” was de- . 
tached from the capital with a body of twelve thouſand men, and : 
| a ſuitable train of artillery. After croſſing the Jumna, he went in 
queſt of the d enemy ; and after ſeveral ineffectual Kirmiſhes and 


, - 
- q 
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a deſultory warfare, he at laſt brought them, to a general and * 
action. 


On the 1 5th of Auguſt, under the walls of Meerut, he attacked 
them with great gallantry and ſpirit: the king's troops, ſtimulated 
by the remembrance of their diſgrace the preceding year, and burn- 
ing for revenge, exerted on this occaſion their utmoſt efforts to make 
an honourable amend. Succeſs crowned their wiſhes ina total 
| overthrow of the enemy with A terrible ſlaughter. Sahib Sing, their 4 
5 leader, with ſeveral other commanders of note, were ſlain on the | 

: ſpot, and upwards of 5000 men. Diſpirited at this loſs, the Seiks 3 
turned i in the utmoſt confuſion, croſſed the Jumna 1 with precipitation, 


” and finally took refuge i in their own territories, which afforded relief 8 


to the miſerable inhabitants over whom for the ſpace of ſeveral OE 


7 months they had exerciſed the moſt uncontroled and unbounded * 


| ſeverity. | 

After the victory. Mirza Shuffee Khan humanely directed his 

attention to the diſtreſſes of the inhabitants ; and to afford them 

ſolid proofs of his benevolent intentions, he, in che name of his ; 
majeſty, granted them a remiſſion of taxes for a Vear. : 


— 


Order being once more reſtored, he retumed in n triumph t to che 


capita. Had the advantages we have above detailed been purſued | 


with a vigour proportionate to the occaſion, there i is no doubt but ß 
the moſt ſubſtantial benefits would have acrued to the royal cauſe, 
The enemy were totally diſpirited with their loſſes; and by natural 


conſequence, were at variance with each other, and incapable of 
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 refiſtanee. Here then was a moſt favourable opportunity afforded 


for extending the king's influence from the environs of his capital 


S- 
even to the Attock ; and of eſtabliſhing his authority on ſo ſecure 


and permanent a baſe as in future to have effectually precluded all 


attempts of his ambitious neighbours, or, what was to him of more 


conſequence, to keep within bounds his own rebellious ſubjects.— 


Un fortunately for the ſtate, theſe advantages were not followed up; | 


nor could the prime miniſter be prevailed on to re- aſſemble the army 


for an invaſion of the Punjab. He was now advancing in years, 


and had become indolent, to which it might be added the miniſter 5 


gained the attachment of the ſoldiery i in a very uncommon degree; 


and by acts of liberality and munificence, he was s careful to confirm 


| them in their ſentiments. 3s 


| Shuffai was nominated to the command of the frontier ſation ; and 


7 could not without jealouſy behold the abilities and riſing fortunes of 
Mirza Shuffee Khan. High ſpirited and active, that nobleman had 


| Meanwhile, as the perſon. moſt fit for the appointment, Mirza 


accordingly having received his diſmiſſion from the preſence, atten- 


ded * a conſiderable force, he e repaired to the city of Painniput. 


/ 


About this 1 time — from Lahoor arrived at court. — 


They brought letters of ſubmiſſion from the principal chiefs, which e 


were accompanied by a large paiſhcuſh i in money, and a promiſe of 
the payment in future of a regular tribute. T he city of Carnal 1 was. 
likewiſe reſtored to the kin g. and the ambaſſadors moreover made 8 


1 2 pecuniary * Tor” the loſſes ſuſtained 3 in the late in. 
vaſion. | 


. 


Fey : 


J EE 
| Shah-Aulum now celebrated the nuptials of his ſecond * 


Prince Akbar Shah, with a princeſs of the royal family. The 
ceremony was performed with much ſplendour at the houſe of the 


miniſter, who took this opportunity of gratifying his maſter by 
beſtowing liberal preſents on the new- married pair. 


. oward the latter end of the current year, fied the Prince Fork. 
hinda Bukht. His remains were interred in the mauſoleum of 
Humaioon, the general | repoſitory of me aſhes of the houſe of | 


| Timoor * * 


The death of the prince was el ſhortly after by that of the 5 
— He had been much afflicted for ſeveral preceding years 
with a ſevere rheumatic complaint. his was increaſed by a com- 

— plication of other diſorders occaſiohed by an irregular mode of = 
life, which at length inflamed his humours to ſuch a degree of acri- 


mony as rendered life a burthen to him. Im this deplorable ſtate, 5 


he languiſhed for ſeveral months, till i in the month of April 1782, 
he expired in the palace of Sefdar Jung, ſincerely regretted by his 
- ſovereign, who viſited him during his illneſs, and lamented by the 


inhabitants of Delhi, who loved and revered him. He was buried 
in a the 5 of Ali i Mirdaun Khan. | 9 


| Mirza Nujuff Khan Zulficar Al Dowla was a native 4 Freda: "Hz 
by the mother 8 ſide, he claimed his deſcent from the royal houſe of 


def, who, at t the commencement of the preſent. century, fat on 


Vide Appendix 1. . 
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the throne of Perſia. When Nadir Shah uſurped that government, 
he put under confinement all the relative branches of the royal fa- 
mily who remained. Among thoſe were the mother of Nujuff 
Khan: ſhe had two children, himſelf and a liſter, named — 


Sultaun ; 


In I 746, Mirza Mohuſſun, beucher of Sefdar Jug, Soobadar of 
Oude, was ſent on an embaſſy to the Perſian court. By his inter- 
ceſſion, the family obtained their liberty ; ; when the mother, pre- 2 

ferring to remain in her native country, Mirza Mohuſſun carried 

back into Hindoſtaun Mirza Nujuff Khan and his ſiſter, at that 

8 time about thirteen 1 years old. This princeſs was ſhortly after mar- | 

ried to her deliverer, and had by him one ſon, who, in proceſs of 

time, became governor” of Allahabad. In that tation Mahmud 

Cooli Khan, the perſon above mentioned, was, * order of Shia 1 5 


Al  Dowla, moſt Os aſſaſſinated * 95 


I Nujuff hiding at thei time of his nephew” 8 deceale, was 
5 likewiſe i in the vizir's ſervice—But Shuja having taken an aver- 


| fion to him, which moſt probably aroſe from an unworthy jealouſy 

of his ſuperior accompliſhments, treated him in ſeveral inſtances 
| with marked diſreſpect. * he high ſpirit of Nujuff Khan could 
not brook theſe — and accordingly quitted for ever r the : 


| Inthe year 1764, ke repaired to Patna, where cage Ali Khan 


* Ar the fort of Jelaulabad, about five miles diſtant from the city of Lucknow. 
— — — 
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Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court. That prince taking 
Nujuff Khan into his ſervice, he was promoted to the command of 
a. body of Mogul horſe. He was employed during the war that 
ſoon after broke out between the Sooba and the Britiſh government, 

and was preſent at the attack of Oudah Nulla, and other places; 
and on all occaſions conducted himſelf with vigour, ſpirit, and 


E 3 


on the defeat of Shuja Dowla : at the memorable battle of Daicar, Y 
and the total ruin of the affairs of the unfortunate Coflim, Mirza 
5 Nujuff Khan being unwilling to truſt to the vizir's clemeney. 
ſought an aſylum i in Boghilcund. Here he remained until the treaty 
4 of Allahabad in 176 5, when he was ſent for by Shah-Aulum ; and 
at his recommendation, Lord Clive gave him a penſion of two lacks : 


; of rupees, - chargeable on the revenues of the C orah province *, 


| his majeſlys 8 retreat fm Allahabad, Nujuf Khan accom- 
— the court; and from that period he roſe, as we have ſeen i in 
the N pages, to the firſt offices and * honours 1 in n the 
ſtate. 


n Nujuff Khan, by his: . influence, 1 military 
character, and unrelaxed attention to buſineſs, was well fitted to 

conduct the affairs of the empire with a vigorous Fe” flea Gy hind. 
He reſtored | or der and tranquillity to the almoſt-ruined Provinces ; ; ̃ 


See the reports of the ſelect committee. 
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and by .his wiſe adminiſtration, recruited in a conſiderable degree 
the exhauſted finances. 


Though continually ſurrounded by numerous and warlike ene- 
mies, the abilities of the captain general were equal to the conteſt. 
By a ſteady and undeviating purſuit in his deſigns, he at length 
triumphed over all his enemies, and reaped the fruits of his well- 
cearned labours by erecting for himſelf a noble principality. This, 
conſiſting of the province of Agrah, of which he was governor, 
| the adjoining countries of Merut and Macheri, the whole of K 
Jaut territories, and greater part of the Doo Ab, altogether yielding | 
a revenue of two millions ſterling. His eſtabliſhment was magni- 
1 5 ficent and extenſive ; ; and he lived 1 in a manner r worthy: a mate. 1 


To great Kill i in 3 Ai, N * Khan added the happy 8 
talent of being able to conciliate the attachment of his troops 
in an uncommon degree. The ſoldiers admired his patience under 

adverſity, his affability, generoſity, and manlineſs of ſpirit ; and : 

though, from a variety of circumſtances, and the fluctuating 
changes incident to an Aſiatic army, they were not unfrequentiy 
thrown into diſcontent, and ſome times even to mutiny, Nujuff 


Khan, on theſe critical occaſions, never failed, by his addreſs and 


dexterity, to pacify the moſt unruly without a diminution of his 


own authority —A rare and fortunate example. 5 


1 hat no other perſon v was equally capable to combine and * 
together ſuch a variety of diſcordant intereſts as the policy of an 
0 2 
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Eaſtern government ever exhibits, was — evinced in the 


examples of his ſucceſſors. 


/Updn the whole, we may, with juſtice, aſcribe to Nujuff Khan 
the character of an able ſtateſman, a {ſkilful commander, and a hu- 
mane and benevolent man. Polite and affable in his manners to 
all perſons, which is indeed proverbial to his countrymen, he was 
generous to his dependants, and ſtrictly juſt. His death was de- 
ſervedly regretted by Shah-Aulum, who certainly owed to Mirza 


- Nujuff Khan a ſituation more — than he bad | before, * 
was s hereafter, deſtined to nm 3 


| 1 . Fan rb tf Nojuff K Khon is exteadicd from a Perſian 8 
MS. in the author's poſſeſſion; it is entitled Khazanah Omrah, or Biography of 1 


. 1 8 W a work Ly mentioned 1 Vs hiſtorians. 
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CHAP. VII. 


 Tranſaflions at Court fubſequent to the Death of Zul PIC AR AL 
DowLa=—Arravias KAN appointed Miniſter — Dilſention: 
among the Moc'vi Lord. Elevation of Mirza SHUFFEE KHAN | 


—Intrigues—He is aſſaſſinated before n of 
ArRASIAB EF ar 


5 UNTIL NujuffKhan' 8 death, affairs at court, though: at times in- 
_terr upted by temporary diſſentions and diſagreements betwixt the Mo- 


- gul nobles, had by the active vigilance of the captain-general wa. 


amicably ſettled. But their turbulent ſpirit, however, reſtrained 
during his life time, now broke forth with a fury which was to- 
tally ungovernable. Hence i in the ſequel of this hiſtory we hall : 


_ be reduced to the painful neceſſity of recording ſcenes of violence, . 


4 anarehy, and bloodſhed. Shah-Aulum advaneing in years, -and 
diſtitute of that energy and vigour of mind ſo neceſſary to ſtem the 


torrent, was compelled as occaſions demanded to yield to its force, 


and the unhappy king, in the evening of life, had the mortification 


2 to perceive his authority totally annihilated, and himſelf become a 
wretched ai in the hands of his rebellious en 45 


| Among the Pinsel competitors 6 power was  Afratiab Khan. 
T his young ſoldier, bred in the camp, and under the eye of the 


. late captain-general, had by his military talents acquired the affec- 
tions of the amy. He was | nominated to the poſt of Ameer Al 
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Omrah. His firſt attention was judiciouſly directed to ſecure the 


; attachment of the different Mogul chiefs. Among theſe Mirza 


Shuffee Khan was one of the moſt powerful ; his late ſucceſs againſt 
the Seiks, and his ſituation in command of the frontiers, induced 


the miniſter to treat him with extraordinary attention. Afraſiab 
Khan, therefore, ſent letters to that nobleman, expreſſive of the ut- 
moſt cordiality, and recommended his vigilant attention to his 
charge on the frontiers. Similar letters were ſent to the Nawaub 
Zabita Khan, ruler of Sehaurunpore. * he new miniſter being po- 

| pular in the army, and a man of acknowledged reſolution, it was 

5 thought he would have ſecured a continuation of his authority; ; but 
an oppoſition. which aroſe totally unexpected by him from an op- | 
poſite quarter, not only for the preſent deprived him of his autho- : 
TRY but even n brought him to the "ay brink of ruin. ; 


'To trace the cauſe of this oppoſition, we muſt recur to the fitua- „ 
5 tion of the family of the deceaſed miniſter. N ujuff Khan? $ ſiſter, 
: the Princeſs Khadejee Sultaun, was at this time at Delhi, poſſeſſed of = 
great wealth; and being a woman of a maſculine and intriguing f 
| ſpirit, ſhe boldly entered into the politics of the times, and reſolved 
0 form a party of her own. She had conceived a great averſion to 
Afraſiab Khan, who had treated her with diſreſpect, and know- _ 
5 ing the ambition of Mirza Shuffee, ſelected that nobleman as a 
| counterpoiſe againſt the miniſter” J influence. | Khadejce Sultaun, f ; 
therefore, in concert with Zeein Al Abuden Khan, his brother, and 5 
other lords, whom ſhe had gained over to her views, invited Mirza 
Shuffee to march to Delhi, and take upon himſelf the adminiſtra- 
tion of affairs. They afſured him at the ſame time, that the King 
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ſecretly approved the plan, and concluded by recommending his 
ſpeedy appearance. 


The deſign of this confederacy, however cautiouſly conducted, 
could not long be kept ſecret from Afraſiab Khan. Information of 


5 the intended conſpiracy being conveyed to him, he reſolutely de- 


termined on a counter uns and by a. coalition. of. intereſts with 
ſome diſaffected lords, to defeat the deſigns of his enemies. 5 
Among theſe were the depoſed miniſter, the Nawaub Mujud Al 
| Dowla ; that nobleman had ſince his diſgrace been kept in cloſe 
hs confinement. Afraſiab Khan finding bim well inclined to the con- D 
; nection, applied to Shah-Aulum for his releaſe. He obſerved to 5 
his majeſty, that Mujud Al Dowla, | having experienced a. ſevere T 
puniſhment for his faults, i in a tedious impriſonment, and the con- 
fiſcation of his fortune, there was now room for clemency towards 


him. : Shah-Aulum acquieſcing i in the requeſt, Mujud Al Dowla was 


liberated from his arreſt, and again placed at the head of the Khalifa®, 


| at the ſame time Nujuff Cooli Khan, ſon-in-law of the late mi- 
” niſter, was promoted to the office of Dewaun. The contending 
parties were, in force, nearly equal, but as Afraſiab poſſeſſed the 


poſt of advantage, in having the citadel under his immediate com- 


mand, be flattered himſelf with the hopes of ſucceſs. 


EY was ; the ſituation * affairs, when Inn Shuffee Khan, 
. with his army arrived in the neighbourhood of Delhi. The king, 8 
it is ſaid, being favourable to his pretenſions, diſpatched a con- 
fidential ſervant ſecretly to his camp, who recommended for his 

preſent his n inactive. This tranſaction did not eſcape the. 
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: — to reſt the iſſue of their reſpective claims to the ſx ord, 
and a ſcene of tumult and horror was. s apprehended by —— ® 
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notice of Afraſiab Khan, and on receiving information of it from 


his emiſſaries, he determined by a vigorous meaſure, at once to 


bring the matter to iſſue. Repairing to the palace, he, in peremptory 


terms demanded the diſmiſſion of Mirza Shuffee, and told the king 


that perceiving his enemies had formed a plan to ſubvert his autho- 
rity, it was incumbent on him by every means in his power, to pre- 
| vent ſuch an act of injuſtice. That with reſpect to the appearance 
of Mirza Shuffee at the capital, he muſt be called on to aſſign his 
0 motives for quitting his ſtation on the frontiers without leace ob- 
tained, and in manifeſt violation of his oath of allegiance. 
Afraſiab Khan concluded with remarking the improper conduct of 
the Princeſs Khadejee Sultaun, whom he knew acted in concert with L 
his « enemies, and urged the neceffity of laying ſome reſtraint upon 
85 her ambitious and intriguing ſpirit. He charged, her with a deſign N 
N to o degrade his majeſty? O authority ; and finally concluded his re- 5 


trar ce, with a requiſition for that princeſs immediately to de- 


20 Hows: up the fortreſs of Agrah, with the cannon. and warlike ſtores 
is contained therein. Shah-Aulum under the reſtraint of his miniſter | 
acquieſced in his demands, and accordingly Mirza. Shuffee was 
aulled upon by letter to ſtate his reaſons for having quitted his ſtation, 
_ = vigorous meaſure, though it alarmed Mirza Shuffee, did not 
incline him to relinquiſh his purſuits. Inftead of anſwering to. the 8 
N charge, he advanced his camp *. che Ajimere gate | of the 
I city, which he _ blockaded. 1 05 


The - nhpotd of bin was gloomy. The rival chiefs were each 
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inhabitants. At this criſis of affairs an unexpected circumſtance 
aroſe, which defeated the deſigns of the prime miniſter, and gave the 
palm of ſucceſs to his opponent. During the diſputes above re- 
lated, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, who was governor of Agrah 
on the part of Nujuff Khan, availing himſelf of the confuſion of 

the times, reſolved to participate in the ſpoils, He left the fort of 

Agrah, and began to plunder and lay waſte the country, but his 


vengeance was principally directed againſt the Jagheer of Afraſiab " 
0 Khan, of whoſe authority he was jealous, Afraſiab Khan deeming t the 


preſervation of his eſtate preferable to maintaining his authority at 

_ court, determined to retire. But previous to taking that ſtep he delivered ; 
over the citadel to his aſſociate Mujud Al Dowla, and at his departure 
8 told the king he would ſoon return, and take vengeance of his « ene- 
8 mies. He then with a ſelect body of horſe took the road to * 


ey had 1 Afraſab Khan left the city, hes Mirza Shuffee 7 


po Khan marched in with his whole force. His ſucceſs was rapid, 


N having ſecured the gates and principal avenues to the palace, be 
detached a party to ſurround the houſes of Mujud Al Dowla, 
Lutafut Khan, Nujuff Cooli Khan, and other chiefs, attached "=. 
his rival. After a ſhort, but deſperate reſiſtance, in which ſeveral | 


were gain, thoſe noblemen were compelled to ſubmit; and Mirza b 
N Shuffee, elevated with his ſucceſs, repaired in triumph to the palace. = 
1 He was immediately inveſted with the dignity of Ameer Al Omrah, 3 | 

and the ſupreme adminiſtration of affairs. Tranquillity being 5 : 


reſtored in the city, Mirza Shuffee paid a viſit to the Princeſs 


I Khadeja Sultaun. _ Aﬀer mutual congratulations the princeſs pre- 


| ſented him with a large ſym of money, of which he was much in 
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want, and to confirm his authority by every means in her power, 


ſhe. beſtowed on him in marriage the only remaining daughter of 


her deceaſed brother. The nuptials were celebrated with much 
ſ] 2 at her own __ rom H 


| Arrived at t the height of his ambition, it might naturally be con- 


jectured that Mirza Shuffee would omit no precautions to confirm 
his authority upon a ſolid baſis. But in his ſubſequent conduct he 


was highly reprehenſible. That conduct which had acquired him 


the affection of the troops and the ſupport of the officers, now ap- 
peared to have forſaken him. His demeanour on a ſudden became 
haughty and imperious, which excited murmuring and diſcontent 
in the breaſts of his aſſociates, and their effect were for him but too 
ſoon apparent. In the mean time we muſt direct our attention to 
N the depoſed miniſter. Afraſiab Khan hearing of the late revolution, 
2 wiſely reſolved to make Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani his friend. 
He being equally well diſpoſed to a compromiſe, © treaty. was ac- 
cordingly drawn up, in which it Was agreed to join their forces and 255 
march forthwith to Delhi, to reinſtate Afraſiab Khan i in his autho- . 
rity, and afterwards ſharing i in a mutual adminiſtration. 7 


- 


In the mean time their views were advanced, l unintention- 5 
. ally towards them, by the diſcloſure of a plan which had been con- 
— certed under the auſpices of the Prince Juwaun Bukht, which pro- . 

duced a new revolution i in affairs, That prince, who had long been. 
| indignant at the degraded ſituation of the royal authority, thought 
the abſence of Afraſiab Khan a favourable opportunity for pro- 
8 ſecuting a plan for the king's 8 relief, and of taking a ſhare of the 
govemment to himſelf. He had for this Purpoſe privately gained 


4 
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over to his views Lutafut Ali Khan, Mahomed Yacoob, and ſome 
other lords. To the weight of their influence, was added that of 


Mr. Pauly, a French officer, who commanded the diſciplined bat- 
talions of the late Somroo. 


The plan of Abe having been thoroughly digeſted, Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by his aſſociates, diſcloſed it to Shah- 
Aulum. 'They ſtrenuouſly urged his majeſty to diſmiſs Mirza Shuffee 5 

: Khan from his employments, and to re- aſſume his authority, and 

puniſh the rebels. They concluded by recommending the immediate 

arreſt of the miniſter, whom Mr. Pauly undertook to ſecure. Shah- ; 

Aulum ügnifying his acquieſcence, the conſpirators prepared to 
carry their plan into execution. It was however rendered needleſs ; 


| by the voluntary departure of Mirza Shuffee Khan. He was that 


oh very morning exerciſing. his troops on the ſands of the Jumna, 5 


when he received an account of the plan for his deſtruction. He 125 


ſaw his danger, and finding his troops inſufficient to face the « i 


bination, prudently reſolved to retire. The Nawaub Mujud Al 


5 Dowla and about 1000 horſe, accompanied him in his flight. T7 


, T hey took the road to Agrah. | on Mirza Shuffee 8 departure, the | 


- king mounting an elephant proceeded directly to the 7 umma Musj * 
wh ere he received the compliments of the nobility, and diſtributed 6 


- W large ſum of money. to the troops. His majeſty then inveſted the 5 


i turned to the palace. But this triumph of the court was of very = 
thort duration, a and the re actors i in the! late e tranſaQtion were i 


— The prinia me in the cx of Delhi. | Se Appendix 1. 


Prince Juwaun Bukt with the office of Ameer Al Omrah, and re- 3 
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ſoon deſtined to experience a ſad reverſe of fortune. Indeed every k 


attempt of this ill-fated monarch to emancipate himſelf from the 
reſtraints impoſed by his rebellious ſervants, ſeems only in the con- 


eluſion to have rendered his ſituation more wretched. 


Mirza Shuffee and his aſſociate on quitting Delhi, determined to 


ſeek an aſy lum in the camp of his inveterate foes. But it muſt be 
: recollected that circumſtances were now materially altered. He, 
like them, was a fugutive, and a ſenſe of their common danger had 
moreover naturally reconciled the exiled chiefs to a combination of . 
their mutual intereſt. Mahomed Beg. Mirza Shuffee, and Afrafiab 2 
Khan, having met in the neighbourhood of Muttra, after a mu- 
_ tual interchange of compliments, drew up a ſolemn treaty to the 
following effect : : 1. An equal diviſion was to be made of the lands, 


poſſeſſed by the late Nawaub Zulficar Al Dowla. 2. Mirza Shuffee : 


Khan to be re-inftated i in the poſt of prime miniſter, and to remain 
at Delhi. 3. In conſideration of Afraſiab Khan yielding up his 
claim to the chief direction of affairs, be was to be left in joint . 
thority with Mahomed Beg Khan, to rule i in the Doo Ab and ſouth 
weſt of the Jumna. The treaty was. concluded by an unanimous 
aſſurance of inflicting on their cnemies the moſt exemplary puniſh- . 
: ments. The united forces of theſe powerful chiefs then commenced 18 
| their march towards the capital. On the road they were joined by 5 
Pertaub Ro. of Macheri. : On reaching Fereedabad, a town about 
tzyelve miles ſouth of Delhi, the confederates encamped, and from 
hence reſolved to. dictate to the emperor their own terms. Agree- 
ably to this reſolution, Mujud Al Dowla was diſpatched to court. 
He was commiſſioned i in the name of the confederates to declare 
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to Shah-Aulum, their reſolution to maintain their allegiance to his 
majeſty, but at the ſame time to ſtate the neceſſity of reſtoring to 
Mirza Shuffee Khan, that authority of which by the machinations 


of his enemies he had been fo — — 


The arrival of this ambaſſador created the moſt alarming appre- 
benſions i in the king's mind. A council was aſſembled on the o- 
| caſion, when Prince Juw: aun Bukt ſpiritedly propoſed to oppoſe | 

the rebels by force. He obſerved to his majeſty with much judg- 
: ment, that ſhould ths rebels obtain their inſolent demands, there 
was no reaſonable ground in future to hope that any reſpect would 


be paid to his majeſty, but chat the traitors, as the natural effect of 


an eaſy compliance, would not reſt ſatisfied without the complete 5 

5 degradation « of the royal authority. 'F he prince was ſupported in 
his opinion by the whole council, and Mr. Pauly affirmed that his 

1 own force was of itſelf ſufficient to overthrow and diſperſe the rebels. 


5 But the king with a puſillanimity totally unworthy « of him, which 5 
aroſe from a fear of ſuſtaining inſults ſhould the rebels be ſucceſsful, 
rejected the ſalutary advice of his ſon, and commanded him in 

concert with Mr. Pauly to enter intoan amicable agreement with the : 
confederates. Many perſons at Delhi ſcrupled not to affirm, that 

| > the king on this occaſion, was ſwayed by the intrigues carrying. on 
-— the haram. That che Princeſs Chadejee Sultaun, the aunt of 

3 Mirza Shuffee, had perſuaded his majeſty to pacific meaſures. . 

moſt probable that to the latter cauſe may be attributed his irreſolu- 

tion. Pauly and Lutafut therefore, were charged with the negoci- 

ation, and to give appearance of greater cordiality on the part of his 
majeſty, the Prince Juwaun Bukht was directed to accompany the 
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commiſſioners to the rebel camp. Mean while a plan of which 
Afraſiab Khan is ſaid to have been the contriver, was agitated in the 
councils of the confederates. They agreed to the propoſitions for 
peace, but, inſtigated by a W wu deſcended to the perpe- 


| tration of an atrocious act. 


A general reconciliation. of parties being agreed to, and properly 
5 ratified by the reſpective ſignatures, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, 
5 accompanied by Pauly and Lutafut, left the city and proceeded to 
the confederate armies. But ſcarcely | had the devoted victims entered 


the camp, when a party of horſe, who had been placed i in ambuſcade, = 


ſuddenly iſſuing from their concealment, attacked and diſperſed the TT 


followers of the commiſſioners, ſeized and overpowered thoſe un- 

fortunate men, and by a bloody proceſs ſtruck off the head of Mr. 
Pauly, and deprived. Lutafut of ſight. The army of the rebels then 5 
attacked the battalions of the commiſſioners, whom as they were 

: totally unprepared for the treachery, were eaſily overpowered. To ” 


| the prince they promiſed implicit obedience, and ſhortly after in his 5 
= company entered the city in triumph. 


- Shah- Aulum, thus mud, was s conſtrained to receive the 2 25 
9 ith apparent ſatis faction and marks of reſpect. Mirza Shuffee 


was reinſtated i in his authority, and the other chiefs were | honoured 


> with titles and dignities. 


From ts a thus om by Mirza Shuffee, had he a 
purſued an upright conduct, there was every proſpect c of his authority 
being permanent. But it ſoon appeared that the late reconciliation of 


A. p. 1783] — W 
the contending chiefs was temporary and inſincere. The prime 
miniſter, in order to reſtore tranquillity to the province of Agrah, 
which had ſuffered much by the tumults before mentioned, reſolved 
to repair thither in perſon: he took with him the prince Solimaun 
| Shekoo. We may recollect the ſtipulations made in the treaty of 
Agrah the preceding year, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamduni, who 
deemed himſelf the principal inſtrument in the reſtoration of the 
: miniſter” $ authority, now called on him for the performance of his 
agreement. He demanded his ſhare of the lands of the late Zulficar 
Al Dowla. Mirza Shuffee, whether he thought his authority too 
firmly eſtabliſlied to be again ſhaken, or jealous of divided Wer 
refuſed compliance with the terms of the treaty. 


| Makomed Beg Khan, Juftly 1 05 at this breach of "ANY gave | 


vent to the natural ferocity of his diſpoſition, and reſolved to take FE” 


a ſevere revenge. It i is probable, however, that the miniſter might _ 


have warded off the blow, had he not. by an act of equal folly and 


i injuſtice, hurried the whole body of the Mogul nobility into acts of . 


: open hoſtility. It will be neceſſary here to develope the cauſes - of L 
5 ſudden · revolution which led to the extinction, not only of his au- 


thority, but his. life. 'To an unbounded ambition, Mirza Shuffee 


8 unfortunately added an inextinguiſlable avarice: actuated by that 1 


= unworthy paſſion, he | ina fatal moment determined to reſume thoſe - 

: lands which had been granted by the late Nujuff Khan as Faiedad WM 
for the maintenance of the troops of the different Mogul lords. „ 
lieu of theſe, he determined it ſhould henceforth be diſburſed by 3 
monthly payments from the royal treaſury. His commands, when 


notified to the different chiefs, excited univerſal murmurings and diſ-. 


* 


| 
L 
| 
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content. 


But Mirza Shuffee enforced obedience to his orders.— 


Fatal were the conſequences which followed this raſh and impolitic 


meaſure. The commanders, irritated at the unworthy treatment, 
with juſtice- deemed their ſervices merited a return far different ; and 
under the impulſe of paſſion, hurried themſelves into the commiſſion | 
of a crime of the blackeſt dye. Afraſiab Khan, Mahomed. Beg 


Khan, and other lords, entered into a conſpiracy to aſſaſſmate the 
miniſter; and bound themſelves, after the perpetration of the deed, 
to place Afraſiab Khan in the authority of the deceaſed, and to re- 
ſtore the Jaiedads. * he more effectually to conceal their intentions, e 

it was agreed to invite Mirza Shuffee, who was by this time ad- 


vanced towards Agrah, to an amicable conference, to reconcile and 
5 ſettle their mutual e diſputes. 


On FR 5 of — of the current year, the two armies 


met, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Deig. Though the 5 
conſpiracy we have before related, had been planned with the utmoſt _ 
ſecrecy and caution, it, by ſome means or other, reached the ears 

. of Mirza. Shuffee 8 friends: : and previous to the intended interview, 5 
the prime miniſter was warned of the treacherous deſigns of bis 
enemies. But Mirza Shuffee rejected the information as a concerted d 
| falſehood; and totally xegardleſs of perſonal fafery, accompanied 
HR by a few followers, be proceeded on his viſit. The army of 
Mahomed Beg Khan was drawn out as if ready to receive and com. 
8 pliment the miniſter, Each of the chiefs | was mounted on his ele- 
Phant; as the animal on which Mirza Shuffee rode approached the 7 
other, Mahomed Beg Khan, conformable to eſtabliſhed uſage, roſe 
up, ſaluted, and embraced his rival; but in the performance of 


— 
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that act, having ſeized hold of the miniſter's right hand, which 
was the ſignal agreed on, Mirza Iſmaeel Beg, his nephew, who 
fat in the Khawaſs *, plunged a dagger into the body of the devoted 
victim. He groaned, fell back, and expired. A deſperate action 
enſued between the armies; but at length Afraſiab Khan, exerting 
his influence, perſuaded the troops of the late miniſter to join the 


confederates. The body of Mirza Shuffee was taken up by his 
followers, and interred | in the fort of Deig. 


of this event Afraſab Khan having | ſent notification to Delhi, an 

anſwer was received, expreſſive of the king 8 approbation of the 5 

deed. At the ſame time a firmaun arrived, which conſtituted Afra- 
ſiab Khan, Ameer Al Omrah, and moreover gave permiſſi ion to 


appropriate t to his own uſe the effects of the late miniſter. 2 Finally, 


e Afraſiab Khan and prince Solymaun Shekoo were ordered to Repair EO 


to the capital with all pollidle expedition. LE 


The indifference with which this important truſt | was conferred RE 


upon Afraſiab, creates a ſuſpicion that the fate which had befallen 
1 5 Mirza Shuffee was not difagreeable to his majeſty. A generous 
| mind, on this ſurmiſe, deplores the humiliating ſituation of a deſ- 
| cendant of Timoor, by: ſanctioning acts diſgraceful to Humanity, and | 
ſubverſive of the principles of moral and ſocial order. e 


When Mirza Shufſe was aſlſlinated, - his brother Zein Al Abu- 5 
3 The Khawaſs i is the back ſeat on an elephant, i in 1 which a ants is uſually ms | 
with a Chowrs, or fan. At court, and amongſt the nobility, it is deemed the higheſt 
honour to be * there. nk 
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deen Khan, was governor of Meerut. The king, tenacious of the 
power which he derived from that ſituation, determined upon his 
removal. A mandate was accordingly iſſued for that nobleman's 
appearance at court. He was received with reſpect. Shah-Aulum, 
after condoling with him on the death of his brother, intimated to 
him the neceſſity there was to reſign his government. Zein Al 
Abudeen, who was a man of i impatient temper, in ſecret burnt with 
indignation at this unworthy treatment ; at the time, however, he 

ſaid nothing; but on retiring from the hall of audience, he repaired | 

to his own palace, whence he privately departed. Senſible that this 

conduct would enrage the king, he haſtened to Meerut ; and deter- 


55 mined to reſiſt the royal tian, he there collected around him his es 
: friends and dependants. 


. Intelligence of this defection reaching Afraſiab Khan, he aſſem- 
bled the army, led it to Meerut, and inveſted the town. He had 
= determined to have puniſhed the rebel i in the moſt aa man- 
ner; "L but this determination was overruled by the advice of his 5 
confidential officers. They repreſented that his power in the ſtate 
Was as yet infirm, and it therefore became him firſt to make over- 


tures for negotiation, to which, in all probability, Zein Al Abudeen 


would aſſent. Nor were they deceived in their conjectures, | Inti- 


. mation being g given, a treaty | was ſet on foot; and Zein Al Abudeen 


5 conſenting to ſubmit to his majeſty J clemency, was pardoned. | He 4. 


Was received at court with honour, and a ſtipend out of the royal 
= treaſury was allotted for his ſupport. 


The prime miniſter returning to Delhi, was received with great 
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diſtinction. He anſwered Shah-Aulum with proteſtations of per- 

petual attachment ; and as proof, preſented his majeſty with an 
offering of three lacks of rupees, and ſome valuable Perſian horſes. 


Cuttub Al Dowls was now ſent to command in Meerut ; and 
Nujuff Cooli Khan, ſon-in-law to the late miniſter, who had till 
now reſided at Meerut, was directed to remain at court. 


In the e beginning of 1984, Sides Brown, who had he 8 


miſſioned on a deputation to the king by the ſupreme council = 
7 Calcutta, arrived at the capital, X he Major was received with high Tn 
reſpect ; and in behalf of the Britiſh government, Preſented Shah- e 
5 Aulum A handſome paiſhcuſh. N 


The arrival of this deputation excited various emotions in the 


| minds of the Delhians ; ſome were of opinion that the period was 
at hand when Shah-Aulum would return to the protection of his N 
oldeſt and, in truth, his beſt friends, the Engliſh: others again _ 
. conjectured that the intent of the embaſſy was, to arrange with the | 
£7 miniſter the concerns of the royal family. * heſe, during the late i. 
7 commotions, had ariſen to a beight which was s truly diſtreſsful. 


8 But the real cauſe of Major Brown s arrival * was in conſequence 25 


of orders he had received from his government, not to decline any 


5 overture that might be made for affording ; a military ; aid to the royal my 


1 cauſe. * he Seiks had for ſeveral years back, by their predatory 3 


| incurſions into Doo Ab and Robilcund, excited alarm in 2 the So- . 


1 See the proceting of penn « on i the trial of Mr. Haſtings. | 
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vernment of Aſuf Al Dowla: and Mr. Haſtings, the Britiſh go- 
vernor, with his uſual diſcernment, deemed the exertions of the 


court of Delhi might, at the preſent juncture of affairs, prove a 
benefical counterpoiſe to the riſing power of the Seiks. 


Many days had not elapſed ſince the arrival of Major Wan 
when an event occurred which created much confuſion i in the palace, 
and led, in its future conſequences, to concerns of momentous im- 

port. The heir apparent, prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, diſguſted 
| at the daily inſults he received from the miniſter, reſolved to throw 
himſelf on the protection of the vizir and the Engliſh: he hoped 
thereby to procure eaſe to himſelf, and an alleviation to the diſtreſſes 
of his family. Eſcaping from the palace at midnight, he croſſed 
the Jumn: 


Juwaun zukht will hereafter be detailed i in their proper order, it is OY 


, and repaired to Lucknow. But as the fortunes of Mirza | 


here only neceſſary & to point out t the immediate effects of his flight 
: from the cans „„ 


Afraſab Khan, conſcious of the ill treatment the unhappy prince | 
had, through his means, endured, was fearful of the vizir's * reſent- 1 
: ment. He thought, therefore, that the moſt effectual means of N 


. obviating this would be, to perſuade the heir apparent to return to 


Delhi. Accordingly, he, in the King? I name, ſent letters to the 
vizir and Mr. Haſtings, who was then at Lucknow, demanding, i in 
terms moſt peremptory, the immediate return of the fugitive prince. BY 


Along Shah-Aulum, by *. his feal to the eee 34 


* Afuf Al W : 
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parently fanctioned the demands of his miniſter, it is certain, that 
in his own mind he was not averſe to the eſcape of his ſon. If, 
indeed, his unhappy ſituation be thoroughly conſidered, it is not to 
be wondered at he ſhould endeavour by — in his power to 


obtain relief. 


Some days after the departure of the letters before mentioned, | 
| Major Brown, the Britiſh Ambaſſador, was requeſted to proceed to- 
i Lucknow. He accordingly repaired thither. Afraſiab Khan deem- 
| ing his authority fully eſtabliſhed, now threw off the maſk, and ex- 
hibited himſelf in his natural colours. | He firſt propoſed to the 
king to march to Agrah, the object of which he affirmed was the 
reſtoration of that province to order. Had he reſted here, it would 
have redounded to the honour of Afraſiab; but impelled by a jea- 


RA louſy againſt Mahomed Beg Khan totally un warrantable, he, at the 


cloſe of the conference, in vehement language urged the king to 
5 revenge the aſſaſſination of the late miniſter in the puniſhment of 


Mahomed Beg. * His majeſty perceiving the invidious drift, turned 


from the miniſter with. coldneſs, and retired into his haram. 


The ſource of this extraordinary demand may, without difficulty, pn 
8 be traced in the rivalſhip of the two chiefs. 5 Mahomed Beg Khan, . 


_ though certainly guilty of an atrocious act, deſerved not puniſhment g 


from the hands of Afraſiab. It has before been ſeen, that the . 
miniſter himſelf, in conjunction with the Mogul Sirdars, had urged 3 
and ſtimulated him to the deed; and for this he was now to become. 


a ſacrifice at the ſhrine of his 3 imperious coad) utor. 
2 
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Aſtoniſhed at the king's abrupt departure, Afraſiab Khan, 


ſullen filence, retired to his own palace. Giving looſe to his wg 
ment, he there determined on a meaſure equally violent and unjuſt. 
At the conference above mentioned, the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla 
had been preſent. That nobleman having endeavoured to difſuade 
the king from his intended expedition to Agrah, the officious remark 
paſſed not unnoticed by the haughty ſpirit of Afraſiab. He now 
| directed Nujuff Cooli Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of guards 
to the palace of Mujud Al Dowla, and ſeize his perſon. His or- 
: ders were obeyed with alacrity, and the unfortunate man again found 
himſelf i in the courſe of a few ſhort hours reduced from affluence 


and command to penury and a prifon. His property was ſeized, 
and converted to the miniſter? IJ uſe. Mujud . Al Dowla was after- 


; wards confined in the fort of Agrah, where he died i in 1788; not 


ps much regretted, except by Shah-Aulum, whoſe confidence he had 


: ſo frequently abuſed by the commiſſion of oppreſſive acts upon his 
; ſubjects. | : He was an intriguing artful courtier, avaricious, and i in- | 
ſolent. Shah-Aulum, when informed of this outrage, was filled 

with the deepeſt indignation. | He reſolved therefore, at all events, 

to throw himſelf into the hands of the Marhattas ; and by a foreign 


| aid, to relieve himſelf from the inſupportable inſults * offered 


1 5 him * his own ſubjects. 
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CHAP, VIII. 


Riſe and Progreſs of MADHAJIEE SINDIAH, Ruler of MALwan, 
from the Eftabliſhment of his Family i in that Province until his 
Interference in the Politics of the C ourt of DE Lu1—Intrigues 


of AFRASIAB Knax—His Death and Charatler—$1xD1an 
": "0 made Prime — 


FROM the , proving kms of party violence, the reader will 
with pleaſure follow hiſtory through the more edifying detail of 
. geographical information. We ſhall proceed. therefore, to take a 


. retroſpective view of the Malwah province, in its fluctuating ſtate ; 


under a ſucceſſion of rulers. But the conſiderable influence acquired 


by Madhajee Sindiah i in the politics of Hindoſtaun, previouſly de- © 


mands attention to che riſe and progreflive fortune of this extraor- 3 


5 _ man. 


 Madbajce Sindiah Putteel Bahadur was deſcended tom a Ra poot 


- family. His father, | Ranojee Sindiah, was an officer i in the ſervice 
> Bajerow, who, in the latter end of the reign of Rajah Sahoo, 
was Paiſhwah of the Marhatta ſtate. The ſupineneſs and effemi- 
nacy of the court of Delhi, and the diſtracted ſtate of the empire g 

toward the cloſe of the reign of Mahmud Shah, rendered eaſy the 
£ ſubjugation of the Malwah province, On that expedition Ranojee 

Sindiah accompanied t the Paiſhwah. The ſervices and r diſ- 
. 
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played by Ranojee during the campaign, were rewarded with the 


management of the province, which was confirmed in jagheer to his 
deſeendants by Rajah Sahoo. Ranojee had four ſons: Appagee, 
Tagee, Tookagee, and Sindiah. Appagee was ſlain i in a civil broil 
in the Jynaghur province ; Tookagee and Tagee periſhed in the 
memorable battle of Panniput i in 1762. 


Sindiah, in that action, though only ſeventeen years of 2 age, diſ- 

played a genius and ſpirit which well foretold his future greatneſs : : 
being deſperately wounded, and unable to follow the route of the 
few ſurvivors of the Marhatta army, he was fecretly taken care of 
55 the camp of the Abdallee. Recovered from his wounds, he was 

privately removed from this aſylum, and by his protectors conveyed 5 
into Deccan. He then aſſumed the government of his patrimonial 25 
1 eſtate of Ougein. From his intenſe application to buſineſs, aided 


| by the endowments of a vigorous mind, he ſoon acquired conſidera- 


ble influence i in the Marhatta ſtate ; and was early conſidered as one 


of the principal Jagheer Dars. "hm 1770, he. accompanied Holkar 
and Beeſajee into Hindoſtaun, where his actions have been recorded 5 


in the * as. 


Malwah#, the greater part of which is ; the inheritance of he Sin- : 


| diah family, i is in length two hundred and forty-five « coſs, in breadth 2 
- two hundred and thirty. On the north i it is bounded by the Agimere > 


Soobah ; on the ſouth by Baglanah ; on the caſt * part of Agrab 


* For the flowing detail of the Malwah province, the author is . to confel 5 5 


his obligations to Major Charles Reynolds, ſurveyor general on the Bombay eſtabliſh- To 


” ment, who furniſhed him with the materials colleQed by himſelf on n the ſpot. 
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and | Allihabad 3 and on the weſt by Guzerat. 'The principal rivers 
that flow through this fertile and extenſive tract, are the Chumbul, 
the Sind, and the Nerbuddah : but it is watered by many other 
ſmaller ſtreams. Though higher than the reſt of Hindoſtaun, the 


land of Malwah is in general fertile; in it are reared numerous 


herds of cattle ; and it abounds in opium, indigo, and tobacco.— 

In former times the revenues were computed at four millions ſterling ; | 

this, of late years, however, has been much reduced; and even 
Sindiah, in his collections, can realize only a million. = 


T he Patan princes of the race * Khuljee having conquered that ” 


1 province from the Hindoos, fixed their ſeat of government at ; 


| Mando“. It was during the long and glorious reign of the end 
Akbar, that Malwah was gradually alienated from the Patans.— 


Having annexed it to his empire, it remained i in n his family until the 5 
TY cloſe of the reign of Mahmud Shah. . 


The Zemindars and ſoldiers of fortune here, as in other parts of = 
the empire, during this turbulent period, divided amongſt them the . 
different provinces. Out of theſe aroſe ſeveral independant ſtates; ; 


1 5 thoſe ſtates encroaching upon the imperial authority, by degrees . 
threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the houſe of Timoor. — _ 


MI . ſeized | on the north-caſt un; the fouthern were © occupied 


5 Hence, the authority of the . 


4 Rajah of Chundeely, deſcended from the ancient princes of the 


»A large city, fifty miles diſtant from Ougein. 


Soobah became frequently circumſcribed 1 


- to the environs of that city, which he choſe for his reſidence. The 8 
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by the Keeches. To the weſtward the petty Zemindars of Annunt- 
warah and Sooudunah aſſumed the ſtile of independant princes; and 
in the centre of the province was erected the nabobſhip of Bopaul. 


Whilſt theſe rebels were bidding defiance to the royal authority, 
a new and more formidable enemy, the Marhattas, ſoon deſtroyed 
the hopes of thoſe petty ſovereigns, and made themſelves maſters 
of the whole province. At this period, Kullich Khan, the famous 
Nizam Al Mooluk, was governor. of Deccan. He alſo, diſguſted at 
the levity which ſtigmatized the councils of the court of Delhi, re- 

ſolved to render himſelf independant. Jo avert, however, the ven- 5 


geance of the roy al arms, he ſecretly invited the Marhattas to an inva- 8 


ſion of the Malwah province. Delighting f in predatory warfare, the 
propoſal was received with avidity. 'The immenſe Marhatta hoſt was 
commanded by Bajerou; 1 Rajah Gheerdir directed the imperial 


| forces. Deſperate was the battle which ſoon enſued; but victory e 


declaring for the invaders, with incredible rapidity they overran both - 
Malwah and the rich province of Guzerat ; and their victorious 79 
arms were afterwards canied to the confines of Beianab an q Ag 


mere. 


1 T he petty — who had aſſumed — in cons | 
quence, obliged. to yield up the beſt part of their poſſeſſions, were. 5 


5 reduced to the payment of an annual tribute: but the Nabob of Bo- Eu 


paul and a few other Rajahs were ſtill permitted to retain a part of | 


— their territories, and to exerciſe over them an ad ſubordinate "M 


to the controul of the Marhatta government. 
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Malwah was then divided into three ſhares : the firſt was allotted 
to Bajerow ; the ſecond to the Marhatta prince, Rajah Sahoo ; the 
third to the family of Mulhar Holkar. Sindiah, as we have ſeen, 
inherited that part of the province beſtowed on his father by Baje- 


row. But by a train of ſucceſsful operations, he was enabled to 
appropriate to himſelf a conſiderable portion of the Circar lands. 

* ookajee Holkar, who inherits the third diviſion of the Malwah 
province, ſince his acceſſion has reſided at Indore, a * thirty miles 
diſtant from Ougein. 


| Ougein, t the modem r of Malwah, is fitvated on the alem 
bank of the Sipree river, in lat, 23. 12, N. and long. 75. 48. W. 
The city is, from its antiquity, of conſiderable note in the empire. 
The monuments which it exhibits of the piety and ſuperſtition of 


— Hindoo ſovereigns, are ſtill regarded with veneration ; Nor have =} 1 


the Patan emperors contributed leſs to its embelliſhment. Among ” 
"i variety of grand and venerable ruins, travellers mention with ap- | 


plauſe an. edifice erected by Naffir Al L Deen Khuljee in the ninth 


5 century of the Mahomedan æra. About one mile and a half eaſt 
of the city is a large gloomy building of an octangular form, and 


: the whole of the materials of ſtone. Its foundation i is an artificial 5 


iſland, which i is formed by a deviation of the weſtern channel of the : 


ſtream i in the bed of the Sippree, and i is connected with the oppoſite . 


— thank by a ſtone bridge of fixteen arches. The building conſiſts of 5 N 
2 variety of ſpacious chambers, conftructed upon a level with the Fs 


water: throughout theſe, by means of reſervoirs, the water is con- 

veyed in different channels, and hence, by artificial caſcades, dif- 
_ charges itſelf into the Sippree in B murmurs. The apart- 
Ga — : — — 
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ments in this delightful retreat are cool and ſalubrious. To each 
receſs are faſtened rings of iron for the purpoſe of attaching purdahs, 
or ſkreens made of the aromatic root called Khuſs. Theſe, when ſprin- 
kled with water from without, not only give an agreeable coolneſs to 
the entering air, but entirely exclude the inclemency of the ſultry ſea- 
ſon. We have before remarked that, among perſons of diſtinction, 
this luxury is common throughout Hindoſtaun. Into theſe watery. 
7 abodes, when deſirous of repoſe, and fatigued with the toils of, 
/ Rate, the princes of the houſe of Khuljee were accuſtomed to retire... 
During the periodical rains, the lower parts of this building are en- 
: tirely overflowed, and an amazing force of water acts againſt it: 
5 but ſo great were the pains beſtowed on its erection, and the mate- 
8 rials of ſuch wonderful ſolidity, that after a lapſe of three centuries. 
it remains entire, and Rill continues to attract the admiration of the So 


e ſpectator —We reſume, after this digreſſion, the thread of our nar- 
ration. 8 5 


ach on his return frank Hindoftniny in 1774. employed his: ö 
utmoſt exertions to extend his influence, and enlarge his patrimonial a 
territory. Bold and aſpiring i in his views, he purſued the plans of 
his future aggrandiſement with ardor and unremitting perſeverance. - 5 

He had greatly increaſed his revenues, and rendered his country 

highly flouriſhing, when fix years afterwards was formed the grand 
Marhatta confederacy. Joining with that league, he became a prin- - 
cipal actor i in the ſcene, i in which it was vainly hoped to have over- 
thrown the Britiſh empire in the Eaſt. It was, however, happily 
diſſolved, and the ſcheme rendered abortive, * the — itude and 
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vigor of the Britiſh councils, aided by the brilliant aſcendancy ac- 
quired by Britiſh arms under the auſpices of Coote and Goddard. 


Sindiah, who during that memorable conteſt had exhibited the 


conduct of an active and able leader, on its concluſion, turned his 


arms againſt Gohud *. In 1782, at the head of a numerous and 


well- appointed army, he entered that province for a ſecond time, ; 
and with a fairer * of ſucceſs than i in his former expedition. Cs 


The reigning prince, Rajah Chutter Sg, fearful of the iſſue, : 


5 endeavoured, by ſoliciting an alliance with the Britiſh government, - 


to avert: the impending ſtorm. . | Accordingly, by his ambaſſador " 
Calcutta, in recompence for an interference of the Engliſh i in his 
| behalf, he promiſed an annual Nuzeranah of four lacks of rupees. 


| It does not however appear that ſuch an alliance was, at the preſent 


5 juncture, deemed acceptable to the Supreme Government of Bengal. . 


toward him. : 


Although Sindiah's extenſive views of conqueſt, and the notoriety. 
of his ambition, were to the council objects of ſufficient magnitude 
to excite alarm, Fill the fidelity which that prince had invariably 
| obſerved j in his tranſactions with the Britiſh nation, his uprightneſs, 

| and, above all, his faithful and fieady adherence to treaties, had im- 
preſſed the minds of government with ſentiments highly favourable 


The * * the nend was, therefore, rejected: but i it was 
deemed el gible by the council to endeavour cfſeQing an amicable. 


* A province fituated about fxty coles weſt of Agrab, and originally ruled by Raj = : 


poot po. | 
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compromiſe bet w ixt the contending parties. Conſonant to this re- 
ſolve, Mr. David Anderſon *, the Britiſh ambaſſador at Sindiah's 
Durbar, was directed to aſcertain his ſentiments in regard to the pro- 
poſed mediation. But Sindiah, either in conſequence of repeated 
| breaches of faith on the part of Chutter Sing, was animated with a 

ſpirit of perſonal reſentment againſt him ; or, impelled by a deſire 
long entertained of extending his dominions, declined the proffered 
interference. After a deſultory warfare of two years, the reduction 

of Gohud was finally effected ; and, on the 24th of Nov. 1784, 
Rajah Chutter ys ſurrendered himſelf to his opponent, | 
 Sindiah having thus acquired the province of Gohud, now direc- 5 
ted his whole attention to the affairs of Delhi. During the tranſac- 


yr tions before mentioned, he had maintained a correſ pondence with a 


Mirza Shuffee Khan. That nobleman entering into his views, had 


promiſed him his entire aſſiſtance and ſupport i in its execution. But : 


e his arrival on the north of the Chumbul with an army of thin 
TE thouſand men, Sindiah heard of the death of his aſſociate. Deem- 


ing the opportunity for which he had ſo long and ſo anxiouſly 
: ſought, now arrived, he, from his preſent ſtation, diſpatched letters ; 
to the court of Delhi. In theſe, after declaring his intentions of = 
reſtoring the royal family i to its former ſplendour, he made a requeſt | 


to Shah-Aulum to remove with his court to 0 Agra; at t which ow; E 


i To the * a Faithful exertions of this * as 1 as cs of his 
brother, Mr. James Anderſon, who ſucceeded him, may be chiefly aſcribed the con- 


ciliatory conduct of the Marhatta government, at a momentous and intereſting period, — 


in entering into an alliance which has hitherto been preſerved with fidelity o on their * 5 
FFP 
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the Marhatta chief informed his majeſty, he would, to the fatisfac- 


tion of all parties, amy and ſettle the affairs of the empire. 


Afraſiab Khan, on receipt of theſe EDA laid them before the 
King, and urged: his majeſty to an immediate compliance with the 
contents. Shah-Aulum, who for a long time poſſeſſed neither in- 
fluence nor authority, aſſented to the propoſal, and the royal tents 


were ordered to be got ready. The prime miniſter, after nomina- 


ting Nujuff Cooli Khan to the government of the fort and city of : 


_ the ys took t the x route to — 


T be high EY of — to which the ier had ariſen, 

55 gave him entire controul i in the ſtate; and whilſt his order of march | 
in this expedition was marked with the moſt luxurious — . 
inconvenience and diſtreſs attended the family of his ſovereign.— — Z 

On the march, the prime miniſter received letters from the vizir and . 
| the Britiſh governor general. *. Actuated by the impulſe of a liberal 

7 mind, thoſe powers, on the preſent occaſion, urged in the moſt pre 

ting terms the releaſe of the Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla; and re- 
commended to the miniſter a different treatment to his unhappy 

ſovereign. But the unrelenting ſpirit of Afraſiab was not to be ſof- N 
tened ; intreaties or threats were to him alike indifferent. Mujud 

Al Dowla was. ordered into a cloſer confinement; ; and Afraſiab 


Khan, leading the emperor in triumph, encamped u under the walls ”" Bo 


| A nd... 


* Mr. Haftings. : 


Delhi, pitched his camp without the walls. On the enſuing ay, 
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Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani had taken a ſtrong poſition about 


forty miles from that place, and the Marbatta prince was now ad- 
vanced to Futty Pore. 


Such was the ſituation of as contending parties, when Sindiah | 
opened a negociation with Mahomed Beg. Anxious to acquire a 
thorough knowledge of the ſentiments of the Mogul nobility, and 
to learn the extent of their different views and expectations, Sindiah 5 

5 proceeded in a manner cautious and circumſpect: as a preliminary 

ſtep, he called on Mahomed Beg to exculpate himſelf from the 
charge of murder. In extenuation of his crime, that nobleman 
threw the odium of the tranſaction upon the prime miniſter. He 
had alledged, and truly, that Afraſiab Khan had not only infligated 
him to the deed, but bound himſelf by the moſt ſolemn ties to ſup- 
port him i in it when executed. Regarding himſelf, Mahomed Beg 
profeſſed a ready obedience to the commands of the Marhatta, and 


that if he would ſo far interfere as to procure the king? 8 pardon, he : : 


would henceforth attach himſelf to his fortunes. Meanwhile te 5 

declared his intention of remaining quiet in his preſent poſition.— — 

To theſe inſinuations, Sindiah i in reply declared that, ſatisfied wich . 
ſuch a declaration, Mahomed Beg might rely on his interference in 5 


| procuring the pardon required. Whilſt the above negociation was a 
, pending, Afraſiab Khan beheld the motions of Sindiah with a 


watchful and jealous « eye: ſuſpecting an acceſſion of influence from 
| the ſubmiſſion of Mahomed Beg, he prepared to circumvent it by a 
counter treaty. But theſe deſigns were fruſtrated by an accident 
To which at once put a 2 to his ambition = his life. : 
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To relate with preciſion the particulars of this event, we muſt 
recur to the ſituation of Zein Al Abudeen. That nobleman, the 
reader will recollect to have been forgiven: but Afraſiab well know- 
ing his diſpoſition, would not be eaſy while he remained at liberty; = 
- on this account he had hitherto been detained i in, what by the natives 
of Hindoſtaun was deemed, an honourable confinement. Upon the 
firſt letters, however, that paſſed between Afraſiab Khan and Sin- 
diah, at the particular requeſt of the latter, Zein Al Abudeen was 
releaſed. He appeared | in the camp, but reſolved to be avenged of 
his brother s death. An occaſion ſoon offered. In the month of | 
November, an interview took place in the vicinity of Futty Pore 95 
between Sindiah and Afraſiab Khan. After the uſual interchange of 
civilities, Sindiah returned to his own camp. Rajah Himmut Behadur 
and ſeveral other officers of the army having likewiſe taken leave, 
there remained i in the tent Zein Al Abudeen and Afraſiab Khan. 


Zein Al Abudeen, whoſe plan was already formed, now entered 
into converſation with the miniſter. In terms apparently cordial, 8 
and in the moſt reſpectful manner, he propoſed to him for the future 
to live upon a more amicable footing ; ; expreſſed. his wiſh that all 
former differences ſhould be forgotten, and urged the neceſſity of 0 
benceforth conſolidating their mutual intereſts. 5 


 Safpended s at the OY of this addreſs, Afraſiab Khan 
remained for a time abſorbed i in filence. But about to have replied, 
Zein Al Abudeen®, with fury i in his countenance, roſe from his ſeat, 
2 fignal, upon which Maddoo Beg came up, and plunged his dagger 
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into the breaſt of the devoted miniſter. He expired on the ſpot.— 
A violent tumult enſuing, ſeveral perſons were flain : but Zein Al 
Abudeen having effected his eſcape, ſought and found protection in 
the camp of Sindiah. 


Thus periſhed Afraſſab W © a man of e diſpoſition and 
impetuous manners; but with great perſonal bravery, he poſſeſſed 
abilities for war. Zulficar Al Dowla having adopted him into his 
| family, trained him to arms. | Conſiderable were the ſervices which 
he rendered the ſtate, whilſt under the guidance of his patron ; de- 5 

prived of his ſalutary counſels, the paſſions of Afraſiab, always 
uncontroulable, hurried him into meaſures the moſt bold and ſan- | 
guinary. The cauſe of his ruin may be traced to his unguardedneſs = 
in permitting Zein Al Abudeen to recover his liberty. In that i in- 
ſtance eircumſpect. he might perhaps have terminated his career 5 


on 


The conduct of the Marhatta chief in countenancing Zen Al 
Abudeen after the perpetration of ſo foul a crime, calls loudly for 
the ſevereſt reprehenſion ; it is a ſtrong preſumptive proof that he i 
was acceſſary to the deed. In recording the tranſactions of a wicked ; 
and diflipated court, the impartiality of hiſtory demands the ſtricteſt 
ſcrutiny ; ; whilſt the multiplied ; aſſaſſinations which, | in later times, . 


bave diſgraced the politics of Delhi, in a a reflecting and d ſuſceptible : 


mind, muſt excite horror. 


* ohs tumult occaſioned by Afraſiab Khan's death 1 


fide in the camp, Himmut Behadur and the Mogul officers, as if 
1 
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by preconcerted agreement, repaired to the tents- of the Marhatta 
chief. After complimenting him on the death of his rival, they 
aſſured him of their unanimous ſupport in his adminiſtration of 
affairs: they doubted not but his majeſty would confer on him the 
office of Ameer Al Omrah, for which he was ſo eminently qualified, 
Theſe aſſurances Sindiah received with real ſatis faction; and the two 
armies having joined, he led the united forces to Agrah. We muſt 
nov for a while turn aſide to the ſituation of the king, who, during 


1 the late negociations, had remained i in 1 the fort of — 


The Nuwaub Mujud Al Dowla, who, as ; before remarked, was 
confined by order of the late miniſter, hearing of his rival's death, To 
. perſuaded the Killadar of Meerut to connive at his eſcape. This 
being effected. he, in company with Cuttub Al Dowla, viſited the 


king. Shah-Aulum received him with kindneſs, and directed him 


. remain near the preſence. ; This would in all probability have : 
; led to an immediate return of his honours and employments, had 


not his enemy, Shuja Dil Khan, governor of Agrah, in conjunction 


: with Rajah Daieram, endeavoured to impreſs the king's s mind with : 


ſuſpicions of his fidelity. But their malice failed of effect; for 
the king. convinced that there was no reaſon to ſuſpect Mujud Al 


| Dowla of any diſloyal intentions, heard their remonſtrances with | 
diſguſt, and commanded them 1 to defiſt. 


But the 1 manner in a which they had urged thair demands, 
e Shah- Aulum that he was entirely i in their power; ; and 
having little to hope for any reſpect from them in future, he reſolved 
to quit Agrah altogether. The arrival of Sindiah would, he hoped 
— . 2 
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and expected, ſpeedily afford him the means of puniſhing their pre- 
ſumption. But in order to leave no room for thoſe noblemen to 
ſuſpect his intentions, he ordered the greater part of his family to 


remain behind; then taking Mujud Al Dowla along with him, his 
houſehold _— eſcorted him to Delhi. Db 


Mahomed Beg Khan, to wha ſituation we muſt | now recur, re- 
mained, during the late tranſactions, in his entrenched camp. Sin- 
diah, on Afraſiab's death, wrote to Mahomed Beg to repair to 
Agrah. A conference enſued, and a penſion of 16, 000 rupees per 
month was allotted for his ſupport out of the revenues of Shekooa- . 
bad. A few days after, Sindiah, with his uſual policy, reſolved to | 
employ the abilities of his newly-acquired dependant | on a diſtant 
expedition. By removing Mahomed Beg from the ſcene of action . 
in Hindoſtaun, he effectually prevented any cabals for counteracting | 
his own deſigns ; 3 and the probability of his being taken off while 
employed on active ſervice was an additional motive in the mind of 
this politic chief. He therefore requeſted of Mahomed Beg to 
| proceed to the conqueſt of Rhago Ghur, a ſtrong fortreſs i in Deccan, Of 
and bordering upon Sindiah's patrimonial eſtate. The country of 
Keetchwara, in which the before mentioned fortreſs | is fituated, was 
then i in a ſtate of actual rebellion; and to Mahomed Beg was com- _ 
| mitted the double charge of reducing it under obedience to Sindiah, | 
and the ſubſequent management of the diſtricts. Having made the 


n 5000 men, n on his expediton to Rhago : 


neceſſary preparations for his departure, Mahomed Beg Khan, " 
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The greater part of the Mogul nobility having by this time de- 
clared for Sindiah, he now repaired with confidence to the capital. 
His expectations were fully anſwered; for, whether Shah-Aulum, 
diſguſted at the thraldom in which he had been held ſince the death 
of Nujuff Khan, expected by a change in the government to ex- 
perience ſome repoſe, or whether he, on this occaſion, made a virtue 
— neceſſity, has not been clearly aſcertained. To Sindiah, however, 
the event proved bighly favourable. N In the month of January, the 
Marhatta chief entered Delhi. He was received by the king with 
every demonſtration of ſatisfaction, and treated with diſtinguiſhed 
honour. In full Durbar, his majeſty 1 inveſted him with the office of ; 
Ameer Al Omrah ; and as an additional mark of favour, ordered a 
patent to be made out for the Paiſhwah of the Poonah Durbar, = 
(under whoſe authority Sindiah profeſſed to act) e conſtituting him 
I Vakeel Mutluck 31. Abſolute Director General of the affairs of the 
Empire, with the Neabut of that office to Sindiah himſelf. On re- 
ceiving his honorary dreſs, the 1 new miniſter preſented ; an offering of 
five lacks of „ and retired from che preſence. 


be office of Vakeel Mutluck in Hindoſtaun is paramount almoſt to ſovereign | 
= authority inaſmuch as it empowers the perſon holding that office to raiſe troops at plea- 


ſure It may appear remarkable that the Paiſhwah, who i is the head of the Marhatta ; 


: empire, ſhould deem it any acquiſition to his authority to receive an office from what 


he conſidered as coming from a nominal emperor of Hindoftaun : yet it ſhould be re- 


membered, that however weak and impotent the preſent deſcendant of Timoor i is eſ- 
teemed, it ſtill continues, and ever will continue, a deſirable object among the native 
n to make uſe of his name towards n their « own n aggrandiſement. | 
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CHAP. IX. 


Occurrences at C ourt—War againſt JYPoORE—Intrigues of the Mo- 


GUL Nobility—S1 NDIAH 2s defeated—Retires acroſs the CHuu- 


BUL—Intrigues of Gnoraum CapiR Knan— Account of BE- 


GUM SoMRo0—GHOLAUM CaviR KHAN befieges the Palace— 


Hei 17 repulſed and pardoned==Prince Mirza Jowaux Boxnr 


—Review of his L Den, and Choratier 


DURING the late violent commotions, the provinces had fallen 
into diſorder and decay. Their reſtoration was the firſt object to 
which the attention of the new miniſter was directed. The office 


of Dewaun, or ſ uperintendant of the revenues, had long been under 


the management of Daieram. His conduct of late had, in many | 


inſtances, been highly reprehenſible ; but his behaviour towards the 

king at Agrah, determined Sindiah to remove him from office. The 
Dewanſhip Was accordingly beſtowed on Naraien Daſs, a perſon of 
bY capacity, and a (kilful financier. | Remaining a ſhort time at Delhi, : 

during which he diſpoſed of ſeveral offices and <mployments, 


: Sindiah aſſembled the _ for the reduction of Agrah. 


The commencement of the current year was ; marked by the de- 


parture of the Britiſh governor general from India. In quitting this E 


important truſt, Mr. Haſtings had the ſatis faction to perceive him- : 
ſelf followed by the unanimous good wiſhes of the princes of Hin- 
doſtaun, and the prayers of the natives. On the preſent occaſion. 1 


* 
| —— * 
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the king, the vizier of the empire, the nazim of Deccan and the 
court of Poonah, all ſent letters to Calcutta ; in thoſe were expreſſed 


their regret for the governor's departure, and contained moreover 


moſt ample teſtimonies of the high opinion they entertained of his 
) abilities, . and good faith *, 


On che arrival of the army before A grad, Sindiah ſummoned the 
governor to ſurrender the fort. He declared alſo, that by a reſiſtance 


to the royal authority, the governor could have no hope for pardon. 


8 Treating the ſummons with contempt, Shujah Dil Khan prepared 
for a vigorous reſiſtance. Sindiah commencing his approaches, two | 
| batteries were ſoon opened, and began to play upon the fort with 
8 conſiderable effect. Part of che curtain was thrown down, and 
ſeveral guns within diſmounted. The governor in the mean time 
was not idle. He repaired the er with inceſſant activity, and 
5 by his own ſpirited behaviour animated the garriſon. A month had 
clapſed when Shujah Dil Khan, foreſeeing the ultimate reduction of 
the place, endeavoured by an act of aſſumed reſpect, to mollify Shah- 
Aulum. T hat part of the royal family who, as before ſeen, re- 7 


mained in the fort af Agrah, were now liberated, and ſent with 


an eſcort to Delhi, which they reached without moleſtation. : 


* Time, which 1 removes the veil from the intrigues of policy, bas ev vinced, that the 
TROY entertained by the natives of India, of that illuſtrious character, were juſt. His 
countrymen have beheld with a ſatisfaction, almoſt univerſal, the honourable award of a 
* Britiſh Senate ; an award no leſs honourable to the character of Mr. Haſtings, than 


: | grateful to his mind, harraſſed by the degrading circumſtances attendant on a Os 
which is without parallel in the annals of mankind. 


4 
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Sindiah perceived that the ſiege advanced but flowly ; he hoped 
therefore, that by opening a negotiation with ſome leading men 
among the beſieged, to gain them over to his intereſts. The event 


anſwered his wiſhes. The Cutwal and ſeveral other officers having 
been bribed by a large ſum of money and a promiſe of perſonal ſecu- 
rity, agreed to deliver up one of the gates of the fort. On a pre- 
concerted fignal, a ſelect body of troops preſenting themſelves, : 
were admitted dy the treacherous Cutwal, and, before the governor 
or his aſſociate Daieram could receive information, were overpowered 
| and taken priſoners. They were immediately put into cloſe con- 
e finement, and ſent off to the camp. Sindiah, wben poſſeſſed of . 
: the fort, by not permitting it to be plundered, acted with becom- 
ing policy; he, however, exacted conſiderable ſums from the moſt : 
. wealthy inhabitants, which he diſtributed as a largeſs to the army. ; 
= the whole of the poſſeſſions of the late Afraſiab Khan there 
now rmained only. Ali Chur. That fort i is ſituated | in the 1 upper part : 
- of the ] Doo Ab. It had been fortified with great care, and in it 
: were depoſited the family and treaſures of the deceaſed Nuwaub. 
wy Jahaungire Khan, his brother, commanded i in Ali Chur. He had a 
ſtrong garriſon, and the ſiege was expected to be long and bloody. fa 
Early in the month of July of the current year Sindiah appeared 1 
fore the place. Contrary, however, to all expectation, it held out mr 
but a ſhort time. It has been imagined that the fears of the women, 
” for the preſervation of their honour and effects, had inclined the 
Killadar to pacific meaſures. Certain it is that Jchaungire Khan, fig- ; 
nifying his readineſs to negotiate, a treaty was accordingly drawn 


up, and agreed to by the reſpective parties. To Khadim Hoſſeen 
Khan, eldeſt fon of the deceaſed Nuwaub, a * was allotted, 
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amounting to a yearly revenue of a lack and a half of rupees. To 
the Begums were promiſed an honourable aſylum, and to Jehangite 
Khan perſonal ſafety. It appears, however, that this treaty was 
very ill adhered to by the Marhatta Chief ; for on the place being 
ſurrendered, the Begums and Jehangire Khan were ſent under a 
ſtrong guard to the fort of Gualior, and there detained i in confine- 
ment. The young Nuwaub, indeed, was received by Sindiah with 
great attention, and directed to remain in the royal camp. Sindiah 
then took poſſeſſion of the fort, and with it the whole of the trea- 
ſures of Afraſiab Khan, amounting, as it has been affirmed, 


C ſpecie, Wow. and valuable articles, to a crore of rupees. 


| The fall of Ali Ghur eſtabliſhed the. ee O my on 2 
firm and ſolid baſis. - Having | before reduced under obedience the = 
greater part of the Doo Ab and the countries ſouth-weſt of the 


Jumna, he now found himſelf maſter of the whole of the poſſeſ⸗ : 


fions of the late Zulficar Al Dowlah, with an acquiſition of revenue 


: of two crore of rupees. 


| Intelligence of theſe important ſucceſſes reaching Delhi, Shah- ; 

Aulum demonſtrated his ſatisfaction by fignal marks of favour, 

Theſe were conveyed to the prime miniſter i in three hundred ſuperb 5 
Khilluts, to be diſtributed by him to the officers of the army. Nor 


was Sindiah leſs liberal in his return. Twelve lacks of rupees were . 


allotted for the ſupport of the king! 8 houſehold ; and he moreover 
ſent rich preſents to court. 


About this time the prince Juwaun Bukht, the heir apparent, then 
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pherſon ſucceeded Mr. Haſtings | in the chair. 
equally well inclined with his predeceſſor t 
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refiding at Benares, forwarded to court a paiſhcuſh of one lack of 
rupees. This teſtimony of attention afforded great conſolation to 
the king's mind. He now, for the firſt time ſince the death of Zul- 
ficar Al Dowlah, experienced ſome repoſe from the tumultuous 
cabals which had ſo long diſgraced: his court, and filled bim with in- 


quietude and anguiſh. 


T he departue of Mr. Haſtings having occaſioned ſome changes 


in the Britiſh adminiſtration, per ſpicuity requires that we bring : 
| under « one head ſuch tranſactions under that government as bear rela- 


tion to the court of Delhi, during the current year. Sir John Mac- 


That gentleman, 


pay every attention in 


bis power to the king 8 intereſts, took an early opportunity of ſigni· : 
. fying the ſame. He confirmed to the Shah Zadah the generous ad 
” he had received the preceding year, and through him aſſured his 
5 majeſty, that the Britiſh government would, on all reaſonable « occa- . 


Ze ſions, extend their aid i in ſupport of his authority. 


On the part of Sindiah Mr. Janes Anderſon had b his 5 


; brother as ambaſſador to that Durbar. Major Brown, who had 1 re- 1 


= ſided at court for ſome time paſt, was now recalled. 


on the fide of One. Major Palmer, who had refided at the | 
court of Aſuf Al Dowla the two preceding years, was now, at his Ed 
own requeſt, removed. To him ſucceeded Colonel Harper, who 


| took an early opportunity of pay ing attention to > the king. which ME 


* 
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ſignified by letters, e on the part of the governor general 
by a paiſhcuſh_ ſuitable to the occaſion, 


From theſe digreſſions we return to affairs at court. After the 
capture of Ali Ghur, Sindiah repaired to Delhi, where, on his ar- 
rival, his whole care and attention were directed to reſtoring good 


order to the government, in all affairs, both foreign and domeſtic. 


Shah-Nizam Al Deen; a confidential ſervant of the miniſter, was 
appointed to the ſuperintendance of the royal houſehold, to which 
his majeſty added the n of che fort and by: of Delhi. 


e che cloſe of the current year 3 Zabita ws. ruler of 


Schaurunpore, a man, whoſe long and active life had been marked 5 


: with a variety of alternate ſucceſs and misfortune. | 


Taken comparatively wh his father Nad Al | Dowlab, Zabita 
Khan appears to have been of inferior capacity ; ; his frequent rebel- 
lions, and the native turbulency of his temper, had totally eſtranged 3 


from him the king” s mind, and the account of his death was re- 5 
; ceived at court with indifference. ED 


| Zabita . was ; ſucceeded | in | his territories by his eldeſt fn : 


- Gholaum Caudir Khan. He was a youth, proud, cruel, and fero- : 


cious. His firſt act on aſſuming the government was the expulſion 
of his uncle Aſzul Khan, This nobleman was at the time advanced 
in years, and admired for his exemplary manners. On his degrada- 
tion Gholaum Caudir ordered his elfects to be ſeized and confiſcated. 


0. 
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This bold aſſumption of the government, without conſulting the 
court, or petitioning for a continuation of the Sunnud, agreeable 
to the eſtabliſhed uſage of Hindoſtaun, gave great offence to the 
king. But Gholaum Caudir, well aware of the conſequences, pre- 

pared to ſupport his rebellion by open violence. The fort of Ghoſe 
Ghur was accordingly put into a ſtate of defence, and the means of 


aſſembling a conſiderable force was afforded him the confiſcation 


| of his uncle” $ property. 


In thoſe acts Gholaum Caudir id the firſt {ymptoms of 
that diabolical ſpirit which deſignated the actions of his future life. 
To him! it was reſerved to diſgrace the houſe of Timoor, and to add 
the laſt outrage to the miſeries of a long and moſt unfortunate reign. 


| But previous to entering into a detail of the intrigues of Gholaum : 


| Caudir, we muſt for a while carry forward the affairs of Sindiah, and e 


his operations wich the — ſtates. Ps 


Intelligence of his defettion of Gholaum Caudir had ſearcely 
arrived at court, when the prime miniſter was alarmed by an AC- 


count of the rebellious deſigns of the Jynaghur prince. Pertaub 5 


Sing, informed of the late tranſactions at Choſe Ghur, had at the = 


ſame time withheld his accuſtomed tribute. He thought the preſent 
opportunity favourable to a deſign long entertained of rendering 5 
. himſelf independant. Sindiah prepared to ſubdue him by force: 
but the advice of the Rajah's 8 confidential ſervants prevented for 
the preſent matters proceeding to extremity. 1 bey, foreſeeing ruin 
to his cauſe while Sindiah continued ſo powerful i in the ſtate, per- 
| ſuaded Pertaub Sing to deſiſt. -'T heir advice was attended with 


SY ene *7 
effect. The tribute was fent, and an additional paiſhcuſh which 
accompanied it appeaſed the reſentment of Shah-Aulum. 


Reſpected on all fides by the country powers, this fortunate 
Marhatta chief now ſaw with exultation his authority arrived at its 
higheſt extent. The factious ſpirit which had been exhibited by 
the Mogul nobility was quelled ; and Sindiah's ſubſequent conduct 
toward that powerful body contributed both to reconcile them to 
his cauſe, and attach them to his perſon. Thus eligibly ſituated, 
had Sindiah properly appreciated his good fortune, he might have ; 
ſecured a power complete and unimpaired to the end. Unfortu- 95 
nately, however, a ſpirit of avarice gaining ground in his breaſt, 
inclined or impelled him to deviate from that line of liberal policy 
by which, at the firſt advance of his authority, he had been wiſely 
guided. This deviation led in its conſequences to events of a moſt 
- ſerious nature, and had well nigh proved the utter deſtruction of the 
miniſter. But i in order to explain the cauſes of an act which, in its 


execution, was followed by a revolution in che ſtate, it will be here 


neceſſary to detail i in a more particular manner the nature and tenure 


of the Jaiedads, or, as known i in Hindoſtaun, thoſe lands which arc. 


appropriated for the e ſupport of the * 


In moſt of the courts of Indi, certain portions of land are fer TS 


” _ for the payment of the army; theſe are termed Jaiedads, 1 


5 tenure which ſecures to the poſſeſſor a. ſure and eaſy collection: they 


are made over to the commanding officers, who, excluſive of me | 


1 advantages they derive from theſe aſſignments i in realizing their pay, 


are moreover enabled to retain a numerous body of dependants. 


* 
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This bold aſſumption of the govemment, without conſulting the 
court, or petitioning for a continuation of the Sunnud, agreeable 
to the eſtabliſhed uſage of Hindoſtaun, gave great offence to the 
king. But Gholaum Caudir, well aware of the conſequences, pre- 
pared to ſupport his rebellion by open violence. The fort of Ghoſe 
Ghur was accordingly put into a ſtate of defence, and the means of 


aſſembling a confiderable force was afforded him by the confiſcation 


of his uncle's property. 


In 1. acts en S exhibited the firſt e of 
that diabolical ſpirit which deſignated 1 the actions of his future life. 


| To him i it was reſerved to diſgrace the houſe of Timoor, and to add 


FT the laſt outrage to the miſeries of a long and moſt unfortunate reign. 


5 But previous to entering into a detail of the intrigues of Gholaum 


Caudir, we muſt for a while « carry forward the affairs of Sindiah, and : 


his operations with the — ſtates. 


Intelligence of ths defection of Gholaum Caudir had ſearcely 
; arrived at court, when the prime miniſter was alarmed by an ac 


count of the rebellious deſigns of the Jynaghur prince. Pertaub 


. Sing, informed of the late tranſactions at Ghoſe Ghur, had at the 
ſame time withheld his accuſtomed tribute. He thoug ht the preſent 


. opportunity favourable to a defign long entertained of rendering 


himſelf independant. | Sindiah prepared to ſubdue bim by force: . 1 


but the advice of the Rajah's confidential ſervants prevented for = 


the preſent matters proceeding to extremity. F hey, foreſeeing 1 ruin 


to his cauſe while Sindiah continued ſo powerful i in the ſtate, per- 5 


ſuaded Pertaub * to deſiſt. 7 heir advice Was attended with 
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effect. The tribute was ſent, and an additional paiſhcuſh which 


accompanied it appeaſed the reſentment of Shah-Aulum. 


Reſpected on all ſides by the country powers, this fortunate 


Marhatta chief now ſaw with exultation his authority arrived at its 


higheſt extent. The factious ſpirit which had been exhibited by 


the Mogul nobility was quelled ; and Sindiah's ſubſequent conduct 
toward that powerful body contributed both to reconcile them 
his cauſe, and attach them to his perſon. Thus eligibly ſituated, 


| had Sindiah properly appreciated his good fortune, he might have 
ſecured a power complete and unimpaired to the end. Unfortu- 


nately, however, a ſpirit of avarice gaining ground in his breaſt, 


inclined or impelled him to deviate from that line of liberal policy 
by which, at the firſt advance of his authority, he had been wiſely 
guided. . his deviation led in its conſequences to events of a moſt 
ſerious nature, and had well nigh proved the utter deſtruction of the 
miniſter. But in order to explain the cauſes of an act which, in its 
execution, was followed by a revolution i in the ſtate, it will be here 
= neceſſary to detail in a more particular manner the nature and tenure : 


of the Jaiedads, or, as known i in Hindoſtaun, thoſe lands which are 


appropriated for the . of the troops. 


In moſt of the courts. of India, certain portions of land are fer 
i apart for the payment of the army ; theſe are termed. Jaiedads, i 
tenure which ſecures to the poſſeſſor a. ſure and eaſy collection: they 
are made over to the commanding officers, who, excluſive of the ; 


advantages they derive from theſe aſſignments i in realizing their pay, 


are Moreover enabled to retain a numerous body of dependants. 
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i HISTORY OF (A. p. 1786. 
Theſe increaſed their conſequence in the Nate, and not unfrequently 
afforded them the means of perſonal ſafety, when their turbulent am- 
bition led them to rebel againſt their ſovereign. It was theſe Jaie- 
dads that the Miniſter determined to reſume ; and for the cauſes - 
before mentioned, their reſumption at this juncture was equally dan- 
gerous,  impolitic, and unjuſt : yet did Sindiah perſiſt ; and though 
having the examples of Mirza Shuffee and others of his predeceſſors 
before his eyes, he, with a pertinacity approaching to infatuation, 5 
carried his reſolves into effect. Conſiderable murmurs there were, 
but the great force of Marhattas kept up by the miniſter, prevented 
” for the preſent any open act of hoſtility on the part of the Mogul 
officers. In ſecret, however, fired with reſentment, they reſolved on 
vengeance. The blow was gradually preparing. About this time 
Naraieen Dauſs, who, ſince the death of Afraſiab Khan, had con- 
ducted the affairs of the Khaliſa, was ſuddenly, without accuſation, 4 
diſmifled from his employment, and his property, to alarge amount, | 


openly confiſcated. for the miniſter's uſe. The vacant office was 
confirmed on Shah- Nuzam Al Deen. ; 


such 1 acts « injuſtice excited extreme es Rajah 
Hina Behadur, who had ſo eminently aſſiſted the deſigns of Sin- 


diah, was not the laſt to experience an ungrateful return. An account . 


of his Jaiedad, together with certain balances, faid to be due to the 


royal treaſury, 1 were demanded of him in the moſt peremptory terms. 2 


=” Himmut Behadur, indignant at the controul attempted to be EE 


| exerted over him, reſolved to withhold all future ſupport from his 


ungrateful aſſociate. Quitting the court, therefore, he withdrew | 
t his eſtate near Bindrabund, and prepared Gas 8 
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The -downfall of the miniſter” s authority was area by a 


rupture with the Rajah of Jynaghur, againſt whom a war now 
ſeemed inevitable. 


, Pertaub Sing, though himſelf of weak capacity, and cnervated 
by effeminate pleaſures, had nevertheleſs, during a long interval of 


peace, increaſed the revenues, and extended the commerce of his 


country. He now reſolved openly to declare his independance of 2 


the court ; and having, as a prelude to his rebellion, withheld the 
cuſtomary tribute, he began to collect forces, and prepare himſelf for 
the conſequences. But previous to entering into a detail of the war 
againſt Jynaghur, we muſt recur fora while to the ſituation of Ma- 5 
| homed Beg Hamdani, who bore a conſiderable ſhare in that War. 
Mabomed Beg, the reader will recollect, had been ſent into the 
0 country of Kitchwara, 1 here having reduced the fortreſs of Ragho ; 
Ghur, and ſettled the affairs of the prov! ince, he remained in that 
ſtation for three years. Sindiah now ordered him to the capital, 
where he arrived at the commencement of the current year, As he - 
brought with him a conſiderable body of his Mogul troops, the mi- 


niſter received him! in a manner apparently cordial; but dreading his 


Dy power and influence whilſt at the head of an army, endeavoured to 8 


1 perſuade him to diſband his troops. To this Mahomed Beg gave a - 


poſitive refuſal ; and ths intelligence of the revolt of Pertaub Sing 
arriving at court, deterred the Marhatta prince from enforcing com- 
j pliance. Mahomed Beg, who retained in his breaſt a deep reſent- 
ment, was reſolved, as opportunity ſhould occur, of gratifying = 
to the full extent. He had ſince his return entered into a correſpon- 


dence with the prince of Jynaghur, which was terminated by a an 
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alliance with that chief. Mean while Sindiah having made the ne- 
ceſſary preparations for the campaign, committed the care of the 
capital to his deputy Shah Nuzam Al Deen, and marched towards 
Jynaghur. Pertaub Sing, attended by a numerous army, which he 


> recruited by alliances with ſeveral of the neighbouring Rajpoot 


princes, was encamped on the frontiers of his dominions he 


effect of that diſguſt, long entertained by the Mogul officers, now | 


5 began to manifeſt itſelf to the detriment of the prime miniſter. g 


Scarcely | was he arrived i in the Preſence of the enemy when he re- 
ceived information of a defection among his o wn troops. The 


= Mogul nobility, headed by Mahomed Beg Khan, had ſecretly entered 


: | into engagements with Pertaub Sing, whoſe ſplendid offers of 1 5 


. money and employment i in his ſervice at once gratified their avarice, : Do 
and afforded them the means of being revenged for the indignities 5 
they had ſuſtained from the Marhatta prince. Through the agency e 


of Rajah Daieram a treaty was formally drawn up, by which ' 

| was ſettled, that on the approach of the miniſter's s army, Mahomed 

Beg and the other Mogul lords ſhould j join Pertaub Sing. Accord- 8 
ingly, attended by their whole force, they, in the face of Sin- 


diah's army, went over to the enemy. Aſtoniſhed, but not dif. 


mayed at this treacherous act, Sindiah with his remaining force he- . 


ſitated not to give inſtant battle. The action which enſued was long . 
and bloody ; but Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani having. been ſlain 


. N by a cannon ball, the Moguls received a check, and were thrown 5 


© ſome confuſion. Pertaub Sing, informed of this accident, . 
5 haſtened to the ſpot, and conferred the command of the Moguls 79 
upon Iſmaeel Beg, nephew of the deceaſed chief. Iſmaeel Beg re- ; 


new ing the combat with ardour, ſoon recovered from the diſorder, 
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and reſtored the ſucceſs of the day. But the event would have till 
remained doubtful, had not ſome diſciplined battalions, formerly in 
the ſervice of Afraſiab Khan, at this critical moment, ſuddenly gone 
over to the enemy, by which the Marhattas were diſpirited beyond 


repair. The affair was immediately decided ; Sindiah retreated 


from the field with expedition, and was obliged to take refuge in the 


fort of Alwar, the capital of his ally, the prince of Macheri. 


That chief received the fugitive with cordiality and reſpect: but the : 

| ſevere check which Sindiah's authority had ſuſtained i in the loſs 
the late battle, and the diſperſed ſtate of the Marhatta army, con- 
vinced bim that he could not long hold his ſituation at court. Col- - 
leQing, therefore, the remains of his diſcomfited forces, he quitted 5 


Alwar, and retiring ſouthward acroſs the Chumbul, repaired t. 8 


Gualior, there to wait for reinforcements from Deccan, 


. Had the Jynaghur prince on Gi occaſion made a proper uſe of . 
his victory, it is probable the Marhatta influence in Hindoſtaun , 
would have been totally: annihilated; but content with baving cleared 5 
his dominions of the invader, Pertaub Sing, after firſt detaching 
” the Mogul force under Iſmacel Beg to beſiege Agrah, which place 
was ſtill in the hands of the Marhattas, he himſelf returned to 


Jynaghur. 


' 4 


The four: of 1 was defended hs Sata. the Marhatta 
5 general; he had with him al ſtrong garriſon, with abundance of pro- 7 
viſions and every thing requiſite to ſuſtain the attack. But the i in- 
habitants of the city, totally unprepared with any means of reſiſ- — 
tance, and intimidated by threats of military execution, quietly ſub- 
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146 HISTORY OF 14. . 1787. 
mitted on the firſt approach of Iſmacel Beg. That chief having hid 


the inhabitants under a ſevere contribution, now formally demanded 
a ſurrender of the fort, to which Lackwajee replying in the negative, 


Iſmacel Beg * the * 


Our attention es now be directed to FR difaprecable fituation | 


into which the king had been thrown by the defeat and ſubſequent 
departure of the Marhatta army from Alwar. Prior to that event, 


Sindiah had received certain intelligence that the late deſertion of the 


- Mogul officers was owing to the i intrigues of Rajah Daieram. Reſt- 
| Teſs and turbulent i in diſpoſition, that nobleman was continually em- 
ployed i in fomentin: g the intrigues and revivin gt the diſcontent of the 
Mogul nobility ; and through his negociation, the treaty before 
mentioned with Pertaub Sing had been effected. Sindiah, in ac- 8 
quainting his deputy, Shah Nuzzam Al Deen, with this circum- | 
. ſtance, urged him to inflit exemplary puniſhment upon the traitor. | 
His orders were obeyed; for having cauſed Rajah Daieram to be 
arreſted and brought to court, the ferocious deputy, even in the royal 
: preſence, gave orders for the unhappy wretch to be trodden to death 
under the feet of an elephant . e 05 


Although, by this fmgninry deed, the FREE l a deter- | 


: mined ſpirited to ſupport the Marhatta authority, the accounts of . 
Ml maſter” $ defeat and ſubſequent movement towards Deccan, pre- 
5 pared him to expect the moſt unpleaſant iſſue. He accordingly put 
TEE the fort and city of Delhi i into the beſt poſſible ſtate of defence. Of i 

2 theſe precautions he ſoon found there was ſufficient need. Gholaum 


* MS. Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 


- lulled into a fatal ſecurity, were contented with detaching a {wall 
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Cadir Cawn, who, as before remarked, had aſſembled an army, now 


determined to employ it in the advancement of his ambitious 
ſchemes. In a. few days he arrived on the eaſtern bank of the 
Jumna, and encamped oppoſite the citadel. 'The Rohilla chief, 
however, reſted not his hopes of ſucceſs wholly on arms. He had 
attached to his intereſts a perſon of great influence, as well in the 
councils, as over the mind of the king. This man was Munſoor | 
Ali Khan, the Nazir *, who, bred up with Shah-Aulum, had, from 
his earlieft youth, been a confidential ſervant, and loaded with a 
profuſion of honours and diſtinguiſhed kindneſs ; 3 but forgetful of 
" _—_ duty he owed his ſovereign, or gratitude due to his benefactor, ; 
the treacherous Nazir joined in the intrigues of the rebel. By the 
” advocates for the Nazir it has been aſſerted, that hatred alt the ; 


Po Marhatta government was the real cauſe of fo extraordi inary a con- 
8 duct. From whatever motive it aroſe, certain it is, the Nazir was 


determined to introduce Gholaum Cadir into the adminiſtration; ; and : 
| had accordingly ſent letters to the rebel, urging his ſpeedy appearance 
to demand of his majeſty the vacant office of Ameer Al Omrah. 


Great was dhe 3 3 at Delhi hy the aus of 3 
the Rohilla army; but Shah Nizam Al Deen, afliſted by Deſmouk, . 

ſon-in-law of Sindiah, prepared to repel the invader. | Unhappily : 
for themſelves, they deſpiſed the force of Gholaum Cadir; and 


force acroſs the river, giving poſitive orders to che co nmanding = 
D officer to make an immediate attack on the enemy 8 camp. Of chis 5 
inattention . in the ſequel, had cauſe to repent : the battalions, 


* Superintendant af the houſehold. 
5 2 
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on the very firſt onſet, were driven back and diſperſed by the Ro- 


hillas with great loſs ; they purſued them to the banks of the river, 


where, boats not being at hand, many threw themſelves into the 
Jumna and periſhed miſerably : the few who ſurvived, aſhamed to 


appear before the deputy, diſperſed themſelves over the city, and, as 
uſual in Hindoſtaun, bigs to * | 


T he tw ſeeing the diſaſtrous poſture of affairs, and having 


by this time received intelligence of the traitorous deſigns of the 5 
—_ Nazir, prepared by a ſpeedy flight to ſave himſelf from the ven- 
geance of the conqueror. Accompanied by Deſmouk, he withdrew f 
privately from Delhi. They repaired to the fort of Bullum Ghur, 
a place twenty miles ſouth of the capital. Hera Sing, Killadar . 
of that place, received them with humanity : but Shah Nizam Al 
| Deen, not deeming himſelf ſufficiently ſafe at Bullum Ghur, retired 

f from thence to Deig, which ſtill acknowledged Sindiah 8 authority. 
Deſmouk repaired to his father-in-law, whom be joined in the 
TT neighbourhood of Cualior. 5 


Xo 


on the Aight 4 Ks « deputy hw Delhi ding made i Gho- 


Tag laum Cadir prepared to reap. the fruits of his late ſucceſs. He _ 
— croſſed the river with a ſelect body of troops, and went direct to the ” 


king 8 palace. : On his arrival, (agreeably to a concerted plan) be 
was introduced by the treacherous Nazir to the emperor. | When 
honoured with the cuſtomary khillut, Gholaum Caudir preferred his 
5 petition for the inveſtiture of the office of Ameer Al Omrah, and con- 
cluded with proteſtations of fidelity and attachment to his majeſty . 
perſon. Shah-Aulum, Fer himſelf without reſource, was : 
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conſtrained, much againſt his inclination, to grant the requeſt of this 
turbulent chief. Having acquieſced in the demand, the patent of 
creation was ordered to be got ready, and the Rohilla with a reſpect- 
ful obeiſance retired from the preſence... 


Though by compulſatory means Gholaum Caudir had thus at- 
tained the deſired object, his power was by no means ſecurely eſta- 
bliſhed. Several perſons well attached to the Marhatta government, 8 
as likewiſe to the king's perſon, ſtill remained in Delhi. Theſe, 

5 indignant at the unworthy treatment of their ſovereign, and. pitying 
; his degraded Rate, reſolved to make one effort for the reſtoration of 
his authority. Amongſt others was the Begum Somroo, who at 

that time had conſiderable influence in the councils of Delhi. E. his 


lady, wife of Somroo, (a name too well known to Engliſhmen by 


his infamous conduct at Patna,) now commanded the diſciplined: | 


battalions which he had raiſed, and was morever poſſeſſed of a con- 


fiderable Aghire. 


As this lady will bear a conſi derable ſhare ; in the remaining tranſ- ” 


actions, we ſhall proceed + to a conciſe retroſpect of her fituation. 


. and progreſs to authority. 


Somroo, a German adventurer, whom a ſpirited author . em- | 


0 phatically tiled 14 the bloody agent of the cruelties of Meer Coflim,” 


after the ruin- of his maſter 8 affairs, retired into the Jaut province. . : 


He was there taken into the ſervice of the late Zulficar Al Dowla, 


1 then i in the Eu of his power. In addition to his diſtiplined. 


* Captain Jonathan Seott, Hiſt of Woo, Vol. IL 
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battalions, Nujuff Khan gave him the command of a body of 
Mogul horſe ; and for the ſupport of the whole, aſſigned him the 
Pergunnah of Serdhauna, ſituated in the upper part of Doo Ab, as 
a Jaiedad. Somroo, previous to his death, which happened in 
1778, married the daughter of a Mogul nobleman, whoſe family, 
from the unſettled ſtate of the times, had fallen into diſtreſs. This 
lady, the preſent Begum, at the perſuaſion of her huſband, em- 
braced the Chriſtian faith. She received from the king the title of 
| Zeeb Al Niflaa, or, Ornament of the Sex ; and on Somroo's de- 


miſe, was continued i in command over the troops, a and confirmed by 


the town of Berhauna, on 


Nujuff Khan in the management of her Jaghire. In the centre of 
the ruined. province of Schaurunpore, i in twenty-ninth degree N. lati- 
tude, and about fixty miles diftant from the capital, Tiſes the ſmall 

- hb fertile principality of Serdhauna ; it is bounded on the north by 

the eaſt by Nowlah, weſt by the Hingun Foo 
river near the town of Bernaba, and ſouth by the diſtrict of 4 
Meerut. Its extent from north to ſouth is t irty-fix n alt 


twenty-four from eaſt to weſt. An unremitting : attention to the | 


FE to vie with the moſt cultivated parts of Hinde Et L 


cultivation of the lands, a mild and upright adminiſtration, and 
| care for the welfare of the inhabitants, has enabled this ſmall tract > 


; , and to yield T 
5 revenue of ten lacks of rupees per annum. The rivers Hingun = 
and Criſhna, which traverſe this valuable jaghire, afford an ample 15 


9 ſupply of water ; and the ſoil, naturally fertile, produces in abun- 8 
dance . of all kinds, cotton, bm and tobacco. 


The town Ry Sedhauna, ds the . n refides, is 18 
of conſiderable extent, pleaſantly ſituated, and — a fine 
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view of the- mountains of Himmeleh to the at. A fort 


near the town contains a good arſenal and foundery for cannon. 
Five battalions of diſciplined Seapoys, commanded by Europeans of 
different countries, and about forty pieces of cannon of various 


ealibres, conſtitute the force kept up by Begum Somroo. With 
theſe and about two hundred Europeans, principally employed in the 


ſervice of artillery, ſhe is enabled to maintain a 2 ſituation 


among the mighbouring powers. 


this principle, that, deviating from the rigid line of hiſtorical preci- 5 
ſion, w we embrace the opportunity of paying a tribute deſervedly due 5 
= the ſpirit, activity, and talents of this noble lady. Endowed by 5 
nature with maſculine intrepidity, aſſiſted by a judgement and fore- 5 
; fight clear and comprehenſive, Begum Somroo, during the various 
£ revolutions above detailed, was enabled to preſerve her country un- 
5 moleſted, and her authority unimpaired. In the ſucceſſive admi- 8 
niſtration of Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza Shuſke, and Afraſiab Khan, 
the was confirmed i in her poſſeſſions ; and when Sindiah arrived at 
1 ſupreme power, he added to the extent of them by : a grant of ſome TR 
25 other lands ſouth-weſt of the Jumna. 5 In the war againſt Pertaub- . 
i Sing, Begum Somroo with her force was ſtationed at Panniput on : - 
the n, and. in committing ſo important 1 truſt to her charge 
1 was ſufficient progf of the idea the Marhatta chief had conceived. ZOO 
- af * capacity. Her conduct now evinced that that confidence had | 
not been miſplaced, and her ſpirited exertions in defence of the 


5 While FU ſurrounding lands exhibit the effects of deſelation and - 
diſtreſs, the flouriſhing appearance of this Jaghire impreſſes the 
mind of the traveller with ſenſations moſt gratifying ; and i it is upon 7 
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153 HISTORY OF LA. . 1787. 
king's authority acquired deſerved applauſe in the breaſts of all. 
To this lady, then, Gholaum Cadir, on retiring from the preſence, 
made offers of alliance. Aware of her influence at court, the artful 
Rcohilla endeavoured, by the moſt ſtudied reſpect to acquire her ſup- 
port in the extenſion of his uſurped authority, aſſured her of 2 
grateful return on his part, and finally proffered her an equal ſhare 
in the adminiſtration of affairs, The proſpect was tempting ; but 
the Begum, well acquainted with the characteriſtic perfidy of the 
Rohilla, and reſolved to defend her ſovereign, rejected all his ſolici- 
tations; and to give proof of her reſolution to maintain the king's 
authority, ſhe with her whole force repaired to the palace, and de- 


| clared her intention of facrificing her life in his majeſty” 8 cauſe. 


1 Her appearance gave great conſolation to the king; ; and ſome other 7 


officers at the ſame time aſſembling troops, the court began to talk 
in a higher ſtrain toward the rebel. Matters drew near to a criſis. 5 
' Gholaum Cadir, baffled in his attempts to acquire the Begum' "= 
ſupport, when informed of what bad paſſed. was inflamed with 


ſavage fury. Going to his camp on the oppoſite bank of che | 


Jumna, he thence diſpatched a meſſenger to court, demanding, in 


ne terms moſt peremptory, the immediate removal of Somroo? 8 wife, 


adding. that in the event of non-compliance he ſhould proceed: = . 


hoſtilities. His meſſage having been treated with the contempt 
it deſerved, Gholaum Cadir commenced a | heavy cannonade 
| upon the royal palace -. This was anſwered from ſome artillery 
E in the fort, from the guns attached to the Mogul battalions in 


his majeſty” J fervice, and from a battery which had been erected = 


with great expedition by Begum Somroo. Conſiderable am 


8! Syud Rei Khan' $ MS. narrative. 
= 
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was done to the palace by this outrageous inſult ; but the king's 
troops behaving with great firmneſs and ſpirit, it 1s moſt probable 
the Rohilla would have been compelled to retire. For the preſent, 
however, he was ſaved by the treacherous machination of his aſſo- 
ciate within the fort. The Nazir ſuddenly declared, that the royal 
treaſury was exhauſted, and refuſed to make any farther diſburſe- 
ments for the troops. This untoward circumſtance on ſo critical an 
occaſion, greatly embarraſſed his majeſty 8 affairs; 5 but as the ur- 


5 gency of the caſe required ſome immediate ſteps, the royal jewels f 
and ſeveral articles of the houſehold were depoſited to raiſe a ſum 


0 of money, which was immediately given to the ſoldiery. During ” 


8 this diſgraceful ſcene, intelligence arrived that the Prince Mirza 
T Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by a large army, was on his march 1 
the capital. Of this event the Nazir conveyed private information 8 

to Gholaum Caudir, and foreſeeing that the prince 8 arrival would 
diſconcert his perfidious ſchemes, he ſtrongly recommended the Ro- 


» hilla to make immediate overtures for a pacification, to which he 
: . doubted not the King would agree. No time was to be loſt ; Gho- 
es laum Caudir, therefore, having lignified to his majeſty his ſincere | 


5 contrition for the late inſult, preſented : a handſome paiſhcuſh i in ready 


money, and moreover promiſed to reſtore all the royal lands i in Doo 


Ab which he had lately uſurped. 'To theſe offers Shah- Aulum, - 
? who knew the inſincerity of the Robilla, would not have conſented, 4 
but, urged by 1 the repeated ſolicitations of the Nazir, whom by a blind 


” infatuation he deemed a faithful ſervant, at Tength acquieſced i in the : 


propoſals. The terms being ſettled, an honorary dreſs was diſ- 2 
= patched over the river to Gholaum Caudir Khan, who immediately _ 


after 1 receiving it, ftruck his camp, and returned to | Sehaurunpore. 


* 
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Scarcely had he departed when letters from the prince Mirza 
Juwaun Bukht arrived at court. In theſe, after acquainting his 


father of his rapid approach, he congratulated him on the proſpect 
now afforded of puniſhing the rebel, and earneſtly requeſting the 
king not to enter into terms. The intimation arrived too late. 
Jo account for the prince's re-appearance at the capital, we muſt 
now. proceed to a brief review of the occurrences of his life. 


The death of Nujecb Al Dowla i in 1769, and the intrigues of the 

: Mathattas having, as already related, recalled Shah-Aulum to his CE 
capital, the prince Mirza J uwaun Bukht from that period continued 

to reſide with his father. During the various revolutions which 
occurred, the prince, by living i in a retired ſtate, and forbearing to 


5 interfere with public affairs, eſcaped from the perilous ſituation of 


the contending parties. ; But the conduct of Afraſiab Khan having, : 


as before remarked, excited i in his breaſt a Juſt indignation, Mirza : 
Juwaun Bukht reſolved to ſeek an aſylum at the court of Oude. 5 


In the year 1784 he effected his eſcape from the palace; ; and accom- 
| panied only by a few perſons, he croſſed the Jumna, and afterwards 
the Ganges, from whence he repaired to Rampore, the capital of 


Fizoolah Khan *. He was received by that chief with every atten- = 


tion due to his high rank, and treated with profuſe hoſp ality. Ar -” 


his departure, the benevolent Rohilla directed a detachment of horſe 


5 to accompany him to the vizir 's frontier. : 


5 N * See a ee detail of _ prince 8 1 RES TR from the Perfian language, 


_ by Captain Jonathan Scott, at the end of a very intereſting memoir written L. £ Mr. 
_ Haſtings, late governor-general of India. 
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On his arrival at Lucknow, the prince was received by the vizir 
and the Britiſh governor- general, who had lately repaired to Oude, 
in order to make ſome arrangements in the affairs of that province. 
At Mr. Haſtings' ſuggeſtion, the vizir was induced, not only to 
extend his protection to the fugitive prince, but to allow him a pro- 
viſion of four lacks of rupees for the ſupport of his eſtabliſhment, 
and, moreover, furniſh him with a houſe and every ſuitable conve- 
nience becoming his dignity. On the governor's departure for Be- | 
nares, the prince, from motives of gratitude, reſolved to accompany 
him to that place, where a an event occurred which awakened his am- 
5 bition, and determined bim to return to his father's court. Hearing 9 
of the death of Afraſiab Khan, the prince applied to Mr. Haſtings Tos 


8 to aſſiſt him with an armed force, to accompany him to Delhi, for 


the recovery of his authority ; ; but the governor, not deeming him- 


. Mirza Juwaun Bukht, on the governor's departure for N 
Calcutta, returned to Lucknow, where he had not long been, when | 
a viſible alteration was perceived i in the behaviour of Aſuf al Dowla. f 
5 The cauſe of the breach that enſued between them has not been cor- 6 
rectly aſcertained; by ſome it was alledged, that the want of punc- 


orized to interfere in the politics of Delhi, declined his 


_ twality i in the payment of the prince 8 ſtipend, occaſioned a ſharp 5 


| animadverſion on his part; on the other hand it was affirmed, and 
5 probably with ſome reaſon, that the vizir was not altogether ſo well : 
. pleaſed at the diminution his own revenues ſuſtained | in granting the 
allowance before mentioned ; but ſuch ſentiments were ſurely un- 5 
worthy of the vizir of the empire, W hoſe family had riſen to power 
by the favour of his majeſty” 8 anceſtors, and on which account the 
h prince ought to have been treated with all imaginable kindneſs, 
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Certain, however, it is, that the prince, in conſequence of the ſlights 
: which he received, determined him to remove from the court of 
Oude. In 1785, he repaired to Benares, and made another, though 
ineffectual, attempt to intereſt the Britiſh government in affording 
him aſſiſtance for the re-eſtabliſhment of his authority at Delhi. 
His application failed of ſucceſs; but Mirza Juwaun Bukht was 
aſſured that an aſylum for himſelf and his family would always be 
readily granted within the company 8 territories, and as his highneſs 
declined returning to Lucknow, an order was iſſued upon the com- 
pany's treaſury at Benares, for che payment of the ſtipend which 
| had been allowed him by the vizir. In a ſituation ſo eligible, Mirza 


- Juwaun Bukht, had he properly appreciated it, might have paſſed 


the remainder of his days i in happineſs and comfort ; but a reſtleſs . 
8 ſpirit of ambition impelled him to enter into the politics of the times, 
and in the end cauſed him inconceivable anxiety and the moſt bitter, 5 
though unavailing, regret. Not however, to anticipate our narra- 


rative, it is here ſufficient to remark, that about this period Earl 


pelled to give a decided negative to his requeſts. | The govemor- 85 


” general, however, from motives highly to be commended, ſeriouſly 


adviſed the prince to remain where he was; he aſſured him that tho 


„Ms. narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan. 


8 Comwallis, who had been nominated to the ſupreme government in N : 
India, arrived at the city of Benares 1 in his way to the vizir's court. TO 
- T. 0 him, the Shah Zada i in the moſt preſſing manner, renewed his 
| ſolicitations for afliſtance from the Engliſh; but Earl Comwallis, 
adopting the fame line of conduct as his predeceſſors, was com- 5 


A. p. 1787. h SHAH-AULUM. I57 


reſpect entertained by the Britiſh government wn bis illuſtrious 
houſe, would ever be evinced, by rendering his highneſs ſuch aſ- 
fiſtance as did not militate againſt the general line of policy which 
they had adopted in their concerns with the princes of Hindoftaun, 

and, finally, his lordſhip concluded with obſerving to his highneſs, 


that the company's territories would always afford him a ſafe and 
5 honourable aſylum. 


Soon after this conference, the governor-general purſued his i jour- 
5 ney to Oude, whither the prince followed him. By the good offi- 
ces of Earl Cornwallis, an interview between the prince and the 
vizir was effected, and an apparent reconciliation enſued : we affirm 
| apparently only, for the ſubſequent conduct of the vizir, after Earl - 
Cornwallis' 8 departure, ſatisfied the prince that this reconciliation 
was pretended. Abandoned by the court of Oude and finding he 
had nothing to expect from the Engliſh government, Mirza Juwaun 8 
Bukht now directed his whole attention toward raiſing an army *, 
i Himmut Behadur, the Ghoſlien, and ſome other chiefs, having of 5 
fered their ſervices on this occaſion, invited the prince to a confe- 
1 rence on the plains of Bindrabund, in the neighbourhood of Agrah. 
By their aſſiſtance, he, in a ſhort time, aſſembled. a conſiderable 
: force, and being at the ſame time joined * the Mogul e chief, Umacel . 


„ Beg, the . took the road to Delhi. 


At the 3 of the current year hs arrived. in the neighbourhood 
of the city, where he was met by his family and his brother, the | 


It was at this time he wrote the letter, which appears in the appendix, No. 3. 
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prince Akbar Shah. The next morning he made his entry into the 


capital in great fate, when Shah-Aulum, by the warmth of his 


embraces, teſtified the joy which he experienced on the return of the 
heir apparent after ſo long and diſtreſſing an abſence. The prince 
was immediately inveſted with the ſole management of affairs; and 
there once more ſeemed a proſpect of relief from that vexation 
which the royal family had for a ſeries of years undergone. The 


Marhatta uſurpation was overthrown, and the rebellious chief of e 
Sehaurunpore had lately made ample ſubmiſlion : appearances ſo = 
: llattering were, however, by the machinations of an upgrateful and 
wicked man too ſoon overclouded. The Nazir, envious of the 
prince's authority, and conftant i in his attachment to the turbulent 
Gholaum Cadir, ſet at work every engine to ſow diſſention in che | 
8 royal family, and alienate the king's 8 mind from his s ſon. 5 


"Seve days after * prince” 8 arrival, the Nazir, in concert with 


other lords whom he had gained over to his party, demanded i in full 
Durbar the pay ment of certain arrears, which he alleged to be due : 
to the troops from the royal treaſury, T he funds being at that time. 
inſufficient, he well knew this demand would embarraſs the prince; 
: but, contrary to expectation, the prince, with much ſpirit, appealed N 
0 his father, and declared chat as the afligr 5 
5 were given during the Nazir' 8 adminiſtration, he alone ought to be N 
held reſponſible for their liquidation. To this opinion the king f | 
only aſſented, but in ſevere terms commanded the Nazir to deſiſt. | 
- T 'hough | baffled i in a firſt attempt, the Nazir was firmly reſolved to 
WE ſecond ; ; in which, much to the diſcredit of Shah-Aulum, — 
was but too ſucceſsful. Secure in the confidence of his . 4 


1ents for thoſe arrears : 
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which he ſo ſhamefully abuſed, he had the ade to W to 
the king ſufpicions of the prince's loyalty. On this occaſion, he 
obſerved to his majeſty, that the high pitch of authority to which 
he had elevated his ſon, would no doubt inſpire him with the deſign 
ol riſing ſtill higher; and that as the king was now rapidly ad- 
vancing in years, and conſequently incapable of vigorous exertion, 
the proſpect of afcending the throne of Hindoſtaun was too ſedueing 
to be paſſed over by a perſon even leſs ambitious than his fon: that 
his late efforts crowned with fucceſs, and being at the head of an army, 5 
gave him entire and uncontrouled authority; ; and theſe advantages 
were, When opportunity offered, powerful inducements, as well as 
by fit inſtruments, for the completion. of his moſt aſpiring views. 


K bete inſi nuations, however onwonthy, made a deep impreſſion 
upon a mind debilitated by age, and obſcured i in its intellectual vigor 
and energy by a long ſeries of deſpondeney and misfortune. | The 


audacious preſumption of the intereſted ſervant was forgotten, and 


an eye of . caſt _ the ſervices of a faithful and hitherto- 
beloved ſon. 


The effects of the w- 8 treachery foon became apparent. — 


; | Mirza Juwaun Bukht, who, ſince his return, had beſtowed unre= 


| mitting attention to the re-eſtabliſhment of good order and tranquil- 
lity at the capital, now ſolicited the king 8 permiſſion. to take the 


| command. of the army, and at the ſame time for his majeſty to 


accompany it in perſon during its progreſs. He pointed out the pro- 
priety and good effect that might be expected from his majeſty” 1 
Ty — a circuit through the Doo Ab, which, he Judicioully ob- _ 


160 HISTORY OF n 


ſerved, would contribute much to calm the minds of the people, 


agitated as they had been during the late troubles ; ; and give additional 


conſequence to his majeſty's authority, n. now re-eſtabliſhed under ſuch 


happy auſpices. 


This propoſal, however ſalutary and wiſe, was, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the prince, rejected by his father with the moſt frigid in- 


difference. He now too plainly perceived that ſome ſecret machina- 
tions had been ſet on foot to inſtill into the king's J mind the moſt 
baſe and unjuſt ſuſpicions ; ; and therefore, diſdaining to remain = 
8 court, where he was treated ſo unworthily, he determined to remove | 
to a diſtance, in hopes that time and abſence would contribute to yy 
efface ſuch impreſſions from his father } mind. Having obtained 
the king's permiſſion to repair to. Agrah, of which place he had 
lately been appointed governor, the prince, accompanied by his 


5 whole family and a ſmall eſcort, quitted the court, to which he 75 
: never more returned. 


Ae Beg, who was at that t time beſieging Agrab, at firſt re- 


1 ceived the prince with the utmoſt reſpect and ſubmiſſion: but his 
ſubſequent conduct evinced, that in his heart this ungrateful chief 5 
was actuated by ſentiments far different from the loyalty and fidelity 
due to his ſovereign; and perceiving the untoward ſtate of his affairs, : 
he looked only to the preſervation of his own conſequence. | The 
wo prince, compelled by urgent neceſſity and the very low ſtate of his 5 
finances, requeſted of Iſmacel Beg to adjuſt the affairs of the Pro- 5 
vince, and to make over to him a ſuitable alignment for the ſupport 


| of the ſmall force which had | accompanied him from Delhi, and 5 


* 25 


aw 
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who, from long arrears, had become clamorous for pay. The 
Mogul chief lent a deaf ear to his ſolicitations; and inflamed with 
pride, accompanied his refuſal with diſreſpectful language to the 

prince, Diſguſted at this treatment from a diſobedient ſubject, 
Mirza Juwaun Bukht quitted Agrah, and repaired to the camp of 
Gholaum Cadir Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of 
Deig: but meeting with ſimilar treatment from that chief, and like- 


5 wiſe narrowly eſcaping from a treacherous plot laid to entrap his 


perſon by the perfidious Rohilla, the prince now for ever relinquiſhed 5 
all hope of re-inftating himſelf i in his authority. As a laſt mark of 


attachment and affection to his friends, he diſpoſed of ſuch effects e 
1 remained from the wreck of his fortunes, which he divided 


my equally among them; after which, attended only by his family —_ 
a few ſelect adherents, with an aching heart he once more took the 


Y road to Benares, and repaired to his former aſylum among the En- 


OT gliſh. * he generoſity of that nation again received him, and con- OR 
firmed to him his former allowances under diſpoſal of Mr. Duncan, Ge 
the Britiſh reſident. To follow his eventful life to its cloſe, ": 

7 only neceſſary to remark, that after ſome months reſidence at that 


place, he terminated both his life and misfortunes. The circum- 


e ſtances which attended his death are particular * *. About the middle 


"of September of the current year, he paid a viſit to the ſhrine of . 
— Mahomedan ſaint at the fortreſs of Chunar; and on his return ap- 3 


5 peared much exhauſted by the fatigues of the day and an intenſe hot Y 


Ne ſun. Towards midnight he grew worſe; ; and though every affiſ- A 


| tance was afforded ! both * his own and — phyſicians, 1 5 


* MS. 8 Syud Reni Khan. 3 


': 
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it proved of no avail. At the dawn of day he aroſe, and in 
great agitation proceeded to the apartments of his favourite concu- 
bine, where, on his arrival, he called for an.infant child who was 
aſleep ; but before the child could be brought, he was attacked with 
violent ſpaſms, and during a ſhort interval from pain, had juſt ſuf- 


ficient time to dictate a letter to the Britiſh governor-general, recom- 
mending his family to the protection of the Engliſh nation, which 
being finiſhed, he expired quietly : a few minutes after in the forty- 
eighth year of his age. His remains were interred with every ſuit- 
able attention and honours due to his high rank. Agreeably to his 
daeeſire, the penſion which | had been allowed bim was continued to 
. his Sam 


- Mens Juwava Bukht 2 Shah, * from capacity not 


fitted for the buſy ſcenes of ative life, nor poſſeſſing any | talents for 
Us government, was nevertheleſs irreproachable ; in his private character, = 
| and deemed by all an accompliſhed gentleman. To his friends he ü 
was conſtant, and to his dependants humane and benevolent. His 
domeſtic quali ities and filial piety have been already « exhibited to the 
world by teſtimony the moſt reſpectable * *: and i in his diſpoſition __ . 
poſſeſſed, man eminent degree, that charactereſtic amiability, w which 
— ſucceflive hiſtorians have unanimouſly attributed to the Princes: of the 
To houſe of Timoor. Js = =p 


e Hase, Leer Gm lane April 1784 
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CHAP, x. 


Arrival of Raxa an KHAN in the Doo A Affairs i in the Jrrors 


Province—S prrited C ondutt of Bro UM SoMRoo—Occurrences 


: —Is MAEEL BRG. 75 defeated—Fundion of that Chief with GH o- 


LAUM_. Cavin Knan—Their Intriguer—S1An-AULUM_. a. 


detbroned—Occurrences—C onelufion. 5 


sINDIAH. . as related 3 in the preceding pages, had retired 
after his defeat acroſs the river Chumbul, and waited for a reinforce- 
: ment in the neighbourhood of Gualior. The new levies being ar- 
rived from Deccan at the commencement of the current year, he, at 
e their head, entered the Doo Ab. . he arrival of the Marhatta chief, 5 
5 while it encouraged the king to hope for relief from his diſtreſſes, 


at the ſame time, awakened the fears of the Mogul lords, who . 


were well aware that their late conduet towards their ſovereign 


would not be paſſed over with impunity. They connected them- 


, ſelves, therefore, * firmer bonds, and prepared to reſiſt the Mar- 


hatta : arms. 5 


Iſmacel Beg ſtill tay IR Ag. but from the active W 


of Lukwajee, the Marhatta general, he had hitherto made but T 


flow progreſs i in the ſiege « of that place. During theſe tranſactions, 
affairs at court had aſſumed a different aſpect; Shah-Aulum quitting 


Delhi, marched his 6 ay into the province of — Pertaub 


Y 2 


— — 
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Sing, ruler a that country, in omitting to ſend to court the accuſ- 
tomed tribute, evinced his diſaffection to the royal cauſe, and excited 
the reſentment of the court. Pertaub Sing aſſembled his army on 
the frontiers, and appeared diſpoſed to reſiſt; but on the approach 
of the king's troops, he was, through the perſuaſion of Rajah 
Himmut Behadur, induced to offer terms of ſubmiſſion. The latter 
chief, who had great influence with the king, had the addreſs to 
_ oppoſe his anger, and by promiſing, on the part of Pertaub Sing, 
4 conſiderable ſum in ready money, and a future increaſe of the tri- 


: bute, be prevailed on his majeſty to pardon his diſaffection. As 


the king 5 neceſſities were then very great, theſe conceſſions were .. . 


cepted without difficulty, and, to complete the reconciliation, the b> 


Jynaghur prince was introduced into the royal camp, cloathed in a : 


ſplendid khillut, and, afterwards, in an honourable manner, dif. 


: miſſed to his own capital. 


1 beſe matters 5 3 Shah-Aulum f on * 


4 route, and on his march continued to receive the ſubmiſſion of Va- 


rious inferior Zemindars, who, from their remote ſituation, had : 


been enabled to withhold payment of the revenues, and, for a ſeries 5 


„5 years, , to bid defiance to the court with impunity. One diſcon- Be 
„ tented chief alone ſtill withheld his allegiance ; Nujuff Cooli Khan, : 


N who, it may be remembered, took an active part during che admi- 
, niſtration of the late Afraſiab Khan, was at this time in poſſeſſion : 


1 of the ſrong fort of Gocul Ghur. : When ſummoned to ſurrender 1 


himſelf to Shah-Aulum, he peremptorily refuſed ſubmiſſion, and | 
_ prepared himſelf for a vigorous reſiſtance. | . Prior to the commence- 
ment of hoſtilities, an effort was made through the influence of the 
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Nair to effect an amicable accommodation; by his advice, Nujuff 
Cooli Khan offered, if his majeſty would condeſcend to confer upon 
him the vacant office of Ameer Al Omrah, to which, from his 

birth and connections, he deemed himſelf entitled, he would with 
all humility, not only immediately deliver up the fort of Gocul 
Chur, but, moreover, forward to court a Paiſhcuſh of ſix lacks 
of rupees; he concluded his propoſal by obſerving, that ſuch a 
mark of the royal favour was the only means of preſerving him from | 


: the reſentment of his numerous and inveterate enemies who were 


185 bent on his total overthrow. Theſe propoſals were laid before a 


; council aſſembled at that time, and the king, from a deſire of pre- = 
ſerving Peace, would have acceded to the terms preſcribed, but ſome | 
leading men in the council inclined his majeſty to other meaſures ; "I 
they repreſented Nujuff Cooli Khan as a man void of honour or - 
1 principle, whoſe preſent” propoſals. were only a cover to def igns of hy 


5 N a more ambitious nature, and dictated by the moſt inſidious policy, 
that, when once firmly eſtabliſhed in the high office of Ameer 
3 Omrah, and beyond the power of controul, he would then treat 


5 ſovereign with his accuſtomed inſolence and diſreſpect; they 


: therefore urged his ſpeedy chaſtiſement. Swayed by theſe councils, 


| - the king, having firſt diſmiſſed the meſſenger of Nujuff Cooli Khan, FEY 


”— commanded an immediate inveſtiture of the fort. The royal army 


A at this time was compoſed of ſeveral battalions of Nejeebs, the body 5 


guard, called the red battalion ; a very conſiderable body of Mogul ; 


es horſe; and three diſciplined battalions of Sepoys, which had be- 


8 longed to the late Somroo, and were then commanded by his Begum 1 
> perſon, and furniſhed with a reſpectable artillery, ſerved by Eu- 


ropean cannoneers. Þþ he head-quarters of N w_ Cooli Khan were 
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at a village about one mile diſtant from the fort. The renulader 


of his force, under the command of Munſoor Khan, were ſta- 

; tioned i in Gocul Ghur. The rebel entrenchments being ſtrongly for- 
tified, his majeſty directed Rajah Himmut Behadur and Shah Meer 
Khan, with a choſen detachment, to erect batteries againſt the village, 


and with the remainder of his army, he, in perſon, inveſted the 
fort of Gocul Ghur. The batteries of Himmut Behadur ſoon com- 


menced a vigorous fire upon Nujuff Cooli Khan' s intrenched poſt, 
but at the moment of making an evident impreſſion, an unfortunate 
accident occurred, which not only changed the face of affairs, but 
1 ins: the King“ 8 perſon into the moſt imminent peril. 


The 2 who t 4 in a the camp of Himmut it Behadur, diſ- bis 


| guſted at their abſence from their comrades i in the grand army, and 
harraſſed by inceſſent duty in the trenches, forgot the danger of Fn, 
5 their ſituation, and abandoned themſelves to the moſt licentious ex- 3 
5 ceſs; nor could all the admonition or threats of their commander - 
prevail on them to deſiſt; they paſſed the whole night in riot and 
| debauchery, and the ſoldiers availing themſelves of the pernicious 
FL example, indulged themſelves in ſimilar exceſs. Nujuff Cooli 5 
Khan, who was equally brave as vigilant, informed by his ſpies | 
; of what was tranſacting. reſolved to profit by the « enemy* 's neglect 1 885 
and folly; having ſelected a ſtrong detachment. of cavalry, he put 
himſelf at their head, and, marching i in ſilence out of his entrench- 
ment, be fell with great violence upon the royal troops as they lay 5 
5 buried in fleep, and under the influence of their late debauch. A RS 
2 dreadful and indiſcriminate flaughter now took place, the lines were . 


L inſtantly carried, and - very large booty acquired by the ſoldiers of | 
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Nujuff Cooli Khan. The terror excited by this extraordinary attack 

was ſo great, that the news being communicated to the main body 
of the king” s army, they were thrown into diſorder, and began to 
prepare for flight; nor did the miſchief end there, for, to increaſe _ 
the diſmay, Juſt at the moment the lines were carried, Mun ſoor ; 
| Khan, who commanded in Gocul Ghur, by a preconcerted agree- 
ment w ith Nujuff Cooli Khan, iſſued out of the town with a ſtrong 
detachment, and four pieces of cannon. Having, by a circuitous 


route, reached the rear of the royal army, he commenced a very 


8 heavy fire from his artillery ; ; the confuſion i in camp now increaſed 


tenfold; 7 every thing was uproar, diſorder, and diſmay. The 
king himſelf was, by this manceuvre, expoſed to the greateſt perſo- 
al danger, and the royal tents being within range of the ſhot, many 
85 perſons about his majeſty were killed and wounded. In this diſ- 
tracted ſtate the king was adviſed to remoye with the royal family, 
(there being at this time fix princes : in the camp) to the Herawul, a 
or advanced guard of the army, which was without the range of 
2 the enemy 's cannon. To that ſpot, on the firſt alarm, Shah Meer 


Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring by bis preſence and „ 


5 ample to animate and rally the flying troops. The king s tents 
were accordingly ſtruck, and Shab-Aulum, accompanied by his fa 


mily, proceeded to the advanced guard. But the mis fortune was f 


5 now happily remedied by the magnanimity and gallantry of Begum ” 
| Somroo. ß That ſpirited woman Was encamped to the right of the . 


; line ; her force remained entire, unaffected by the general panic, . 


and ſtood ready i in dreſſed ranks. On perceiving the extreme con- 5 
1 fuſion that reigned throughout the line, ſhe bravely reſolved, by a 
perſonal effort, to prevent the king's diſgrace ; the ſent a reſpe@ful. 
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meſſage to his majeſty, deſiring him to repair to her quarters, and 


aſſured him of her determined reſolution to puniſh the rebel, or pe- 


riſh i in the attempt. At the ſame time, ſhe, on the field, wrote a 


ſhort note, which ſhe diſpatched to Nujuff Cooli Khan, upbraiding 


him with his ingratitude towards the king, and threatening him 
with immediate and exemplary chaſtiſement. The gallant lady * then 
getting into her palanquin, placed herſelf at the head of 100 of her 
own ſepoys, accompanied by a fix pounder, commanded by an Eu- 
ropean officer. With this detachment ſhe proceeded to the ſpot oc- 
cupied by Munſoor Khan, and advancing upon the rebel with much 
ſpirit, ſhe commanded her palanquin to be ſet down, and ordered 
her artillery to charge with grape ſhot; a well- directed fire from the | 
3 gun, aſſiſted by vollies of ſmall arms from the ſepoys, ſoon had 
I = the deſired effect. Munſoor Khan, aſtoniſhed at this ſudden and 
Sn: unexpected check, began to give ground, and having loſt numbers 
of his men, he retreated with precipitation under the walls of the . 
. fort. The king? 5 troops having now time to breathe, were rallied, 5 
under the direction of Himmut Behadur and Shah Meer Khan; 1 5 
moſt of them having rejoined their ſtandards, attacked the enemy 5 
in their turn with great ſpirit, when after a ſhort, but deſperate, | 
1 1 conflict, Niujuff Cooli Khan was compelled to retire, but not before 
. gallant Shah Meer Khan had fallen, pierced by a muſket = 
- His loſs was ſincerely and deſervedly regretted by the king and the . 
whole army. Order deing once more reſtored, the king directed his 1 
3 tents to be pitched, which done, he bethought of beſtowing a ſuitable _ | 
es reward to the oy female who had . him from imminent 5 


$4 * MS. — of Syud Rex Khan. | 
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deſtruction. Having ſent for her to the Durbar, in the warmeſt 
terms he praiſed her gallantry, and thanked her for the ſervice ſhe 
had that day rendered him; he cloathed her in a magnificent veſt, 
and, in addition to her former titles, honoured her with the appellation 

of his moſt beloved daughter.” It was, indeed, by all acknow- 
| edged, that the intrepidity manifeſted by the Begum on ſo trying 


5 occaſion, merited the moſt. honourable reward; to her courage 


and reſolution was owing, not only the lalety of the army, but her 
SO J life. 


Nujuff Cooli Khan, Ae by kis late . now condeſcen- 
ded to talk i in a more humble ſtrain, and being well acquainted with 
the influence of Begum Somroo at court, he endeavoured to avail 


himſelf of her good offices to plead his pardon with the king ; ; he 5 


0 declared his ſincere contrition for his late intemperate conduct, and = 


. offered, as an atonement, a larger ſum of money than what he had 


T before promiſed, with profeſſions of fidelity i in future. The king, - 


5 deſirous of repoſe from the fatigues of the field, was not unwilling | 


ro liſten to theſe ſolicitations, and i in a few days a * was made ; 


out for the rebel chief, and be was received at court. The money 18 


agreed on having been paid into the royal treaſury, his s majeſty r re- 
h turned with the any 4 to Delhi. F 


Oe We muſt now return to Iſmacel Beg, who was il | employed © on 
the ſiege of Agrah when he received the * intelligence of 
we the approach of the Marhattas. | 


_ Selle, whe ee ee ied nt ie Bop 4d 
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having, in the courſe of his route, recovered ſeveral fortreſſes under 
the Mogul chiefs, and reduced them to obedience, reſolved to hazard 
a general action for the recovery of his authority. For this purpoſe, 
he firſt ſent forward his favourite general, Ranah Khan, with 6000 
ſelect cavalry, and brought up the remainder of his army in perſon; 
y hey advanced by eaſy marches towards the city of Agrah. If- . 

macel Beg, previous to their arrival, had ſtrengthened himſelf by 
engagements with Gholaum Caudir Khan, and if both parties had 
8 abided by the compact, it is probable their united force would have 

defeated the Marhatta army, and deſtroyed the hopes of Sindiah ; 


but unfortunately for Iſmacel Beg, his verſatile afſociate, at this i im- 5 


portant criſis, deſerted him, and, actuated either by caprice 8 


treacherous deſign, marched : away with his whole force, juſt as the 5 


Mlarhatta army appeared in f ght. Thus abandoned, Iſmacel Beg 


5 did not yield to the dictates of deſpondeney or pufilanimous fear, — 


but reſolving, by his own activity and « courage to counterbalance the 


„ defection of his unworthy colleague; he Prepared himſelf for battle 


on the 22d of Auguſt, in the current year, under the walls of 
Agrah; a deſperate action enſued, and ſo well was the palm of vie- 
tory conteſted, that both parties ſuſtained a very heavy loſs, but for- 


2 inclining | to the Marhattas, Iſmacel Beg was compelled to quit 0 
ED the field, and almoſt alone to croſs the river Jumna; he fled to the . 
: frontiers of the vizir 8 territory, che whole of the camp equipage, 
treaſure, and artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors ; ; and - 
: Ranah Khan, on the enſuing morning, made a triumphant entry . 
into Agrah; which ſurrendered, after ſuſtaining a liege of upwards LEGIT 


. 
— ——_— 
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This victory, the moſt complete that had been gained by the con- 
tending parties for many years, enſured the aſcendancy of the Mar- 


hatta authority; and had Ranah Khan availed himſelf of the general 


panic which it excited, he might have taken immediate poſſeſſion 


of Delhi. That ſtep would have entirely defeated the ambitious . 


intrigues of the Mogul nobility, and prevented the degradation and 


80 diſgrace of the unfortunate Shah-Aulum. But previous to entering 


| Into this melancholy detail, it will be neceſſary to recur to the ; IJ 
tuation of the fugitive chief, Ilmaeel Beg, and of Gholaum Caudir 


I Khan. 


| Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his aſſociate, * be repen- 3 
ted of his perfidy, and would have returned to his aſſiſtance, but it 5 


was too late; he learnt the news of his total defeat by Ranah Khan, 3 5 
and finding his force inſufficient to make head againſt the NMarbattas, 8 


he deemed it for the preſent more prudent to decline a conteſt.— — 


= Quitting the neighbourhood of Agrah, he ſuddenly appeared before Od 


the fort of Ali Ghur, a place then garriſoned by Sindiah's troops = 
: by a vigorous aſſault he carried the fort, and obtained a conſiderable 


booty ; ; after leaving a body of bis own men in the place, be took 5 


7 the road t to Delhi. ; 


5 * w as at this period Gholaum c firſt formed his e . 
to ſtrike a deciſive blow ; he faw the ſupineneſs of the Marhatta 


army, and the defenceleſs ſtate of the capital, and being totally 
void of principle, and heedleſs of conſequences, he formed and 8 
= ecuted the bold deſign of plundering the imperial palace, and de- 5 
throning his ſovereign. In order to facilitate the accompliſhment 


172 HISTORY OF. 


of his plan, he previouſly ſent letters to his former colleague, If- 
maeel Beg, in which, after many apologies for his late behaviour 
towards that chief, he faithfully promiſed for the future to ſhare 


his fortunes. To excite his compliance, he laid open the propoſed 
method of accompliſhing this daring enterprize, and tempted his 
avaricious ſpirit with the hopes of rioting in the hidden wealth and 
| treaſures which were ſaid to be depoſited within the royal palace, 
To theſe propoſals, however nefarious, Iſmael Beg, though at the 


| expence of his honour, ſcrupled not to * ield a ready aſſent. He . 


: accordingly quitted the place of his retirement, and ſhortly after = 


: arrived i in the camp of Gholaum Caudir. He was received with 5 
: every mark of cordiality and reſpect, and the two chiefs, after 


making a ſuitable arrangement of their force, commenced. their 


| march towards the . 


A Marhatta garriſon, under the command of Himmut it Bchadur, 
Rill occupied the fort and city of Delhi. Budel Beg Khan, Sole- | 
maun Beg. and other lords, were alſo at this time about the king. 


| The conſpirators, on their arrival at the eaſtern bank of the river . 


9 Jumna, oppoſite to the palace, diſpatched a meſſenger to court, de- i 


manding, in inſolent and threatening - terms, an immediate admiſ- 


: ſion to the royal preſence. Shah-Aulum, bo was well acquainted ” 


5 with the perfidious diſpoſitions of theſe chiefs, reſolutely refuſed them 


entrance, and relying « on the fidelity and attachment of his nobles, Ts 


5 hoped, by their exertions, to defeat the traitors?  machinations.- — 


But, alas, how miſerably was the unfortunate prince deceived l 


: Thoſe very men, inſtigated by the deteſted policy of the Nazir, | 


entered cloſely into the views of the rebel chiefs, and, forgriful of 5 
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the confidence and beneficent attention of their king, during a feries 
of thirty years, they heſitated not to abandon him in the hour of 
his diſtreſs. To this defection was added, likewiſe, that of Rajah 
Himmut Behadur, who, by a diſgraceful and precipitate retreat 


from his poſt, ſullied his reputation as a ſoldier, and his loyalty __ 
a ſubject 


Shah-Aulum was thus left i in a defenceleſs ſtate; and every = 


1 5 ſeacle being removed, Gholaum Cadir Khan and his wicked aſſociate 


proceeded to the perpetration of their atrocious deſign. Two thou- 


ſand Rohillas accompanied the traitors : on their arrival at the palace, 5 


they were met by the Nazir, who introduced them into the king's 


. preſence. Gholaum Caudir and Iſmacel Beg, placing themſelves * : 


each fide the throne, performed the cuſtomary reverence. Gholaum | __ 


2 Caudir then repreſented to his majeſty, that, forced by the machina- : 
tions of his enemies, who had ſlandered his reputation by calumnious 


* he had come to vindicate himſelf ; in the preſence. | 


| Shab-Aulum, in y. declared himſelf ſatisfied with the con- 


duct of Cholaum Cadir i in every point of view ; and i in teſtimony 


. of his eſteem, embraced the traitor. * was then hinted to the 


5 king, that the hour for his uſual — being arrived, it would be 5 


| proper for his majeſty to retire into the Haram. On his majeſty * | 


6 departure, the chiefs, who remained i in the audience chamber, en- 


5 tered into cloſe debate on the execution of their plot.  Agreeably 1 


. the advice of the Nazir, the treaſurer of the houſehold, Seetul Doſs, 
was directed to repair to the king, and acquaint him of the neceſſity 5 


which exiſted of a prince of the royal family being immediately 
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appointed to attend the army in a progreſs through the provinces; 
that Gholaum Caudir would charge himſelf with the conduct of the 
war againſt the Marhattas; and that, as A pledge for his own honour 
and ſafety, the command of the citadel and garriſon ſhould be im- 
mediately delivered up to ſuch perſons as he might chooſe to nomi- 
nate. In order, however, to quiet the king's apprebenſions. and 

evince the ſincerity of his own intentions, the craſty Rohilla with 

his own hand framed a treaty, in which, as a return for the confi- 

dence that was repoſed i in him, the traitor ſolemnly ſw ore to detcud | 


che —— and intereſts of the * againſt all oppolition. 


The treaty being properly f igned, Seetul Doſs carried it to the. 
1 out ward incloſure of the Haram, where it was delivered to an atten- 
dant, who conveyed it to his majeſty. The king having peruſed it, 
the treaſurer was called in. That nobleman, faithful to his king, 
frankly told him that no reliance could be placed on the notorious i 
perfidy of the Rohilla chief. He mentioned the cabals of the rebels 
in terms ſorrow ful and indignant; and, as a teſtimony of his oun 
7 loyalty, he offered to return and put Gholaum Cadir Khan to inſtant 


death. To induce a comp] liance with his requeſt, the treaſurer | 


” urged that there * as ſtill a ſufficient force within the Palace to ſup- 85 


port the act, and expel. the traitor's troops. But tlie king. by 


ſome unaccountable infatuation, refuſed. bis ſanction to the deed, 


though it was the only probable | means of extricating himſelf from 15 


his perilous ſituation. He rejected the prop 'ofal, and directed the ” 
treaſurer to return to the rebels, and acquaint them with his Acqui- : 


eſcence t to the terms of the treaty. 
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Meanwhile great numbers of the Rohillas who had entered the 
palace, penetratcd in a tumultuous and diſorderly manner into every 
| part ; nor was any ſteps taken by their chiefs to repel the outrages 
they co! mmitted. Shah-Aulum, informed of the circumſtance, | 
came forth from the Haram, and going to the audience chamber, 
requeſted of Gholaum Cadir that he would, after placing the proper 
cent nels v ithin the fort, order the remainder of his troops to with- 
draw. The traitor proſeſſed obedience ; but had no ſooner. reached 
the outer gate of the fort, than, inſtead of making the propoſed 
arrangement, he gave the ſignal for the remainder of his guards to 
enter, which they inſtantly did; and in a few moments, the fort 
: and pal Ce, as well as the adjoining fort of Sin Chur. were in 


potietlion of the rebels. 


The king? 8 guards were now difarmed, and their officers put into 


8 cloſe confinement. This additional inſult being reported to the 


king, he directed an attendant to go to Gholaum Cadir, and in 
ſtrong terms to remonſtrate and reproach. him for his conduct. — 


"0 The ink, ” ſaid the unhappy monarch, "69 with 0 hich the ſolemn 


. 700, treaty was written is ſcarce yet dry, PP Ta he breaks his faith. „ 


5 The remonſtrance proved of no avail; for tlie rebel hav! ing confined — 


every perſon who might be able to aſl {t the king, proceeded to the 5 


perpetration- of additional indignities. Entering armed into the au- . 


= dience chamber, he infolently demanded aſſignments for the payment | 


of his troops, v ho were then clamorous tor their arrears. The 


king i in vain pleaded his total inability to afford any relief, but told 
the rebel to ſeize upon V batever he thought proper within the pre- _ 


2 Ms. narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan, | 
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eincts of the palace. After much altercation, and a diſgraceful 


ſcene, the unfortunate Shah-Aulum was permitted to return to his 


Haram, to ruminate on his miſerable and degraded ſtate. 


The plan now approached its termination. Early on the enſuing 


morning, the rebels in concert, at the head of a numerous band of 


followers, well armed, entered the audience chamber where Shah- 


Aulum was fi tting. Completely ſurrounding the throne, they ſtemly 


commanded the princes of the royal family Who were preſent = 
retire within the Haram .—They obeyed — Gholaum Caudir then : 


diſpatched a meſſenger to the fort of Selim Ghur, which i is conti- 


guous to the palace, to bring forth Beedar Shah, a ſon of the late - 
1 emperor Ahumud Shah. i he traitor then approached the throne, 
and took up the ſhield and ſeymetar, which, as emblems of roy- 
— alty, were placed on A cuſhion before the king: theſe he confi igned 
— to the hands of an attendant, and tuming towards Sbah-Aulum, | 
- ſtemly commanded him to deſcend ; 00 Better, faid the aged mo- 7 
77 narch, far better will it be for Gholaum Caudir to plunge his dagger 
in my boſom, than load me with ſuch indignity ;” the Rohilla, 
frowning, put his hand to his ſword, but the Nazir at the inſtant, 
ſtepping. up, prevented him from drawing it. With unbluſhing 
effrontery be then turned towards his — and audaciouſſy 3 
—= him, that reſiſtance being vain, he would do well to comply „ 

. | with the traitor? 's demand. Abandoned by all, the king then roſe 2 
8 from his ſeat and retired to the Haram, and a few minutes after ; 
I Beedar Shah made his appearance ;— 1 8 
3 emperor of Hindoſtaun, under the title of Jehaun Shah, and 11 

cuſtomary Nazirs having & been preſented, the event was proclaimed | 


he was ſaluted by the rebels as | 
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to the citizens of Delhi by the ſound of —— and the eas | 
tions of the whe nad 


In return for theſe important ſervices, the new king delivered to 
Gholaum Caudir an order upon the revenues for thirty-ſix lacks of 


| rupees, a grant in appearance conſiderable, but, in fact, of no real = 
""_”"_ the diſtracted ſtate of the country, occaſioned by the late 


© diſturbances, had totally dried up every ſource of revenue or emo- 


lument, and the uſurper, though declared ſole manager of affairs, 4 
could hope to procure wealth only by extortion. The family of Z 


the dethroned king were now directed to retire within che fort of 85 


Selim Ghur, and thoſe of Jehaun Shah to occupy their apartments : 5 


in the palace. Jehaun Shah, however, too ſoon found himſelf an 


DS dral, to receive the ro- 


. of ſoldiers to the palace of the two aged ri 


idle pageant in the hands of his pretended friends. On applying 


: to Gholaum Caudir to accompany him on a viſit to the great cathe- EE 


= yal inveſtiture with the accuſtomed folemnity Y 
--m the eyes of the people, the tyrant anſwered, that the time proper 
8 for ſuch ceremony was not yet come, and chat buſineſs of greater 

moment firſt demanded his attention; in the mean time great diſtreſs 

, prevailed within the walls of the Em, and the cries of females 7 

were heard aloud. Fon EOS Farr 71 


Ther next Pan taken 0 che « chiefs, was to \ ſend a a party = 


and Sahiba Mahal. Theſe ladies were the * of the deceaſed 1 


. emperor Mahmud Shah, and had, for more than twenty years, lived - 8 
in a manner entirely ſecluded from the world. As they were known, 


ww Were: but to »_ conſiderable. influence over 


AA 
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confined, quietly to deliver up their jewels and valuable effects. 


The office was invidious. 


Some perſons in Delhi have not ſerupled to affirm, that the prin- | 


ceſſes refuſed compliance with the order, and pleaded their advanced 
age and high rank as reaſons for declining the office; but, on the 
- other hand, they are accuſed of having encouraged the uſurper, : 
5 and to have endeavoured. by . to form a ſecret treaty to raiſe 
| to the throne a relation of their own. Certain it is they viſited the 
Haram, but without the ſucceſs expected, and on their return, + 
clined farther interference ; this conduct contributed only to exaſ@. 
perate the tyrant. With inhuman rapacity he cauſed thoſe venerable yy 
ES ladies to be robbed of all their property, which the benevolence of 
. their emperor, in more proſperous days, had beſtowed upon them, 
and they: were afterwards commanded to retire to their | own habita- 
tion. 


The thiny-fix hgks 4 rupees, as before tated, not coming into 


. the treaſury, Cholaum Caudir inſolently threatened the new king 
with his ſevere diſpleaſure, and added, in terms farcaſtically | poig- , 
nant, that as he had elevated him to his preſent dignity, he could, 
with equal facility, deprive him of it. 5 
| drift, Jehaun Shah retired into the Haram, and having, partly by 5 
5 menaces and alternate ſoothings, conſtrained the unhappy women to 
— deliver up their jewels and ornaments, and other valuables, he ſent — 
chem in trays to Gholaum Caudir. The * ly were, ad 


i 


the royal family, they were now ordered to court, and, on their ar- 
rival, directed to viſit the Haram, and perſuade the females there 


Perceiving the tyrant” ; 3 
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this means, i to great diſtreſs; the cries within the Haram 
became much louder, and their ſufferings more acute; and with ö 
ſorrow we relate, that to ſo high a pitch was it carried, that ſome 
of the inferior order of females actually periſhed for want, or urged 
by the bitterneſs of deſpair, raiſed their hands againſt their own 
lives. Inſenſible to the general diſtreſs, and unſatiated with plunder, 
5 Cholaum Caudir Khan finding he had nothing more to expect from 
: the new king, proceeded to the laſt act of wanton cruelty. He ſent 
for the dethroned king and all the princes of the royal family to - 
the audience chamber; on their arrival, he ſternly commanded Shah- | 
: Aulum to diſcover his concealed treaſures ; in vain did the king plead i 
his degraded ſtate, and the conſequent inability to conceal even the 


bs ſmalleſt article. Inflamed by a continual debauch, which had thrown T 


bim into a paroxyſm of rage, the tyrant threatened his ſovereign 


with inſtant loſs of fight ; 


What! exclaimed the ſuffering prince, 


(we quote the literal expreſſ ions of a native author“) „What! will EY 
| you deſtroy thoſe « eyes, which for a period of ſixty years bave been DO 


tag n, mp in peruſing, the facred Koran 


| Regardleſs of 4 pathetic eto; the Rohilla, with charaQeriſtic 


75 inhumanity, commanded his attendants to ſeize the king. Having 


FS) thrown. him on the floor, the ferocious ruffian implanting himſelf ; 


on his boſom, transfixed with a poignard the eyes of his venerable . 


5 ſovereign! on the completion of this horrid deed, Gholaum Caudir 5 
ordered the king to be removed to a diſtant apartment. The miſe- 


rable Shah-Aulum, * and — was conducted to his retreat; 


| * 
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there, in all the bittemeſs of anguiſh, to „ on his now 
ruined fortunes. Emphatic, indeed, were the expreſſions of the 
ſame native author in relating the fallen condition of his ſovereign ; 
This wretch,” (exclaims the indignant hiſtorian) ** this accurſed 
wretch, has, in one fatal moment, darkened the bright ſtar of the 
auguſt Timoorian family, and buried in the whirlpool of deſtruction 
the ſtately veſſel of imperial authority!” The king, however 
evinced, under ſuch accumulated misfortunes, a firmneſs of mind, 
and reſignation highly honourable in his character and it may not 
be unworthy to remark, that the natives of Afi i in general, proba- 
bly from the principles of predeſtination which they imbibe from 
their youth, are obſerved to ſuſtain themſelves under misfortune, in F 
” manner — of imitation by the 2 chriſtian. 


13 ſurviving the loſs 1 hs acht during his * h 


e Bhs ment, ſolaced himſelf i in contemplative reveries, and i in compoſing 7 


- clegine verſes, . of his deplorable late. 


But from ſuch Knits — let us Juſtin to relate the 


remaining actions of this execrable monſter. His next victim was 0 
55 the infamous Nazir. This man, through whoſe diſloyaky and . 
. ingratitude Gholaum Caudir had been enabled to perpetrate his 5 
1 5 atrocities, now moſt deſervedly experienced the effects of his per- . 

5 fidious conduct. He was directed by the tyrant to give in an i- 
1 ventory of his property and effects, and on refuſing to comply, be 


: * ſized and put an. when his ** x wealth. | 


* MS. mn of Syad eng Khan. Seth appendix, Na 4 
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was forcibly taken from him, thus exhibiting to the world; an ex- 
emplary inſtanee of retributive juſtice for his demerits. 


As Gholaum Caudir's wealth — , his avarice roſe to a 

proportionate: degree; and blind to the impolicy of ſuch a ſtep, he 
— to make an equal diviſion of the ſpoil with his guilty aſſo- 
Iſmaeel Beg, incenſed at this treatment, reſolved to abandon 
5 — He accordingly withdrew his guards from the palace, and 
. to his own houſe. From thence he diſpatched | letters to the | 


Marhatta general, acknowledging his errors, and offering to atone-. 


for them by profeſſions of future obedience and fidelity, and de- 
. claring his readineſs to Join the Marhattas i in key meaſures toward. 
the am expulſion. 1 


e "The whack of the Marhatta government Suing the late "—_ 


Z : to be accounted for on any principle of policy or a dvantage w the 


„ 2 Ranah Khan, to march foribwich to Delhi, expel the traitor, | 
and liberate Shab-Aulum-from his configement. Theſe orders were. 
| ebeyed with a willing alacrity on the part of Ranah Khan; and he 


ful tranſactions, has been deſervedly reprobated, and i is difficult : 


tate. Indeed, the unhappy monarch, from a ſtrange combination " BY 


he m _ their afliftance ; and it is much to be regretted that L 


, ſeems to have been forſaken-by all his friends when == 


os the ſtate of Britiſh politics =t that time did not admit of inaſeremce 
6 his old and, 64 oF | 


_ 15 B. in n of - the late —_—_ events, s his 


exericd bhimſelf with ſo much diligence, that the van of the Ma. | 
— — — 


$ 

£ 

— 
: 
1 
5 
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rhatta army was in fight of the capital, when Gholaum Caudir 


Khan, awakened from his dream of riot and intemperance, re- 


ceived the firſt tidings of the enemy s approach. Finding his ſitua- 


tion in the imperial palace to be untenable, he prepared for flight; 
but previous to his departure, he collected the plunder, and taking 


the new king along with him, with all the princes of the royal 
family, together with the infamous Nazir, he quitted the fort by _— 
private paſſage, and crofling the river Jumna, effected his retreat to 
6 | Meerut, a town in the centre of the Doo Ab, and diſtant about fixty 
_ miles from Delhi. 


On the Aight * an Caudir, the Marhatta ak ad 


; vanced, and took poſſeſſion of the city and palace. His firſt care. 
was to releaſe the dethroned king, cauſe him to be proclaimed in 
Delhi, and furniſh him with every thing neceſſary for his conve- 9 8 
— nience or comfort. Ranah Khan baving then placed a ſtrong gar- : 

Z riſon in the citadel, immediately ſet out in purſuit of the rebel 
chief. Previous, however, to that ſtep, he, by order of Sindiah, EO 
afforded Iſmacel Beg ; a liberal ſupply of money for the payment of 

his dif 0 

Adiuſtricts of Rewari and Gocul Ghur, whence he was commanded —” 
— expel Nujuff Cooli Khan. who had beheld with indifference the FE. 

25 late enormities at Delhi. 8 1: 


tented ſoldiers ; and directed that chief to proceed to the | 


3 m. arrangement FEAL kniſhed, 8 Khan croſſed. 1 | 
Jumna. On his ſecond day's march, he was joined by 4 Marhatta 
__ wick named Ali Behadur, who bad for n foe time paſt benen. 8 


. - 1 5 a 1 14 
$6 ®, #4+ Gd a + SS 6 +: »# 1 +4 #4 if "0 * * {ts & £ 
* K - . 


\ 


A. b. 1788.] _ SHAH-AUVLUM. | 183 
ployed in Bundeleund * and now dente with him a body of 
4000 horſe in ſupport of the general cauſe. The united force then N 
proceeded to Meerut, which was garriſoued by a ſtrong force of 

Rohillas, who ſtill adhered to the tyrant's cauſe. Ranah Khan, not 
having any heavy artillery, was prevented from forming a regular 
ſiege; he therefore drew a line of circumvalation around, and 
blockaded the fort. This mode would, he apprehended, compel 


„ garriſon to a ſurrender, by the ſupplies from without being com- 


. pletely cut off: nor was he deceived in the expectation; for a dearth 5 


5 of proviſions enſuing, the Rohillas began to ſuſtain great incon- 8 


venience. Gholaum Caudir endeavoured, by repeated fallies, t bs 


animate his troops, and- repel the beſiegers. In every encounter the 


1 85 intrepid chief exhibited a gallantry and reſolution that would have 


done honour to a better cauſe. But finding all his efforts fruitleſs, 5 


1 and the garriſon having now become mutinous, he determined to 5 


. attempt an eſcape. 


8 AR cos horſe, who were ftill attached to him, he, at 
their head, ruſhed out of the fort, and charged the enemy ſo vi- 
got ouſly, that though every endeavour was exerted to take him pri- 


Foe: ſoner, he made his way through the whole line, and accompliſhed I 
= his eſcape. But, at length, his own troops perceiving his forlom mT. 
cre un dition, began by degrees to drop off; ſo that in a ſhort time he LP 
woas left quite alone; and, to complete his miſhap, his horſe, ex- 5 


hauſted by fatigue, ſunk under him, and he received i in the fall 3 
NE ſevere common. This accident compelled him to take refuge 1 in an 


be abit 2 amet 


1 mained undiſturbed maſters of 3 whole — 
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adjoining village, where, being recogniſed by the Zemindar of the 
place, he was ſeized, and put into confinement. Information of 
this circumſtance having been conveyed to Ali Behadur, that chief 
ſent a party of horſe, who conducted him into the Marhatta camp. 25 
On the rebel's flight from Meerut, the garriſon ſurrendered at diſ- 
cretion. Their lives were ſpared, and the princes of the royal 8 
mily were releaſed from their confinement, and under an honourable 
| eſcort conveyed to Delhi. On their arrival, Jehaun Shah, after ſuf- 
| fering ſeverely for his ſhort-lived elevation, was remanded back to 
| his former abode in the fort of Sclim Ghur. 


On the reduction of Meerut, Ranah Khan led his army to 27 TOY ” 
5 runpore, which place, on hearing the fate of Gholaum Caudir, ſub- = 
mitted to the Marhatta authority, who, from that time, have r _ 


6 Delhi, where by this time the Maharajah Sindiah was likewiſe ar- 


rived, and had reſumed his former authority in the ſtate. 
; puniſhment of the rebel was too remarkable to be paſſed over in 


: filence ; nor did his guilty 3 the Nazir, ee the Juſt . : 
on of his inſulted W e 


2 Caudir, on his arrival in WY - Marhatta camp, was ade 


3 into the preſence of the general; . when, after repeated demands 3 i 


154 diſcover the place where he had depoſited the plunder of the palace, 


Fs on his refuſing to comply, he was delivered over to a puniſhment yo 


| terrible indeed. He was firſt — in an iron cage, conſtructed for 


Soon aſter ids" event, Ranah Khan with the army — to e 


The 
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the occaſion, and in this fituation was ſuſpended in front of the 
army. After ſuſtaining the inſults and indignities of the ſoldiers, 
his noſe, ears, hands, and feet, were cut off; and in this mutilated 
and miſerable condition he was, by order of Ali Behadur, ſent off 
| to Delhi ; ; but, on the | Journey, death relieved the miſerable wretch 
from his ſufferings: thus dreadfully atoning for the crimes of his 
ſavage and abandoned life |—The Nazir, on his arrival at Delhi, 
was trodden to death under the feet of an x elephant. 
The melancholy events paſſing ſo rapidly i in review, whilſt relating | 
; a tranſactions of an Aſiatic Durbar, can afford to a benevolent 
mind little to contemplate with pleaſufe or attention: but the pic- 
ture, however diſguſting, may notwithſtanding be viewed to ad- 
vantage. A Britiſh reader might, on this review, direct his inſpec- 


tion inwards; and while he execrates the inſatiate ſpirit and deteſta- 


ble ambition which can thus actuate men to the commiſſion of ſuch * 


enormities, he may place before his fatigued mind the more pleaſing Fun 
contraſt of the ſituation and invaluable bleflings of his native land— 5 
; bleſſings, which teach bim more highly to value and to venerate that 

happy conſtitution, which is founded upon an immutable and im- 


mortal principle. that a Britiſh ſovereign can do no > wrong. 


Soon . the ancient of the Marhatta army, Sindiah appointed a 


„„ day for re- inſtating the depoſed king on the throne of his anceſtors ; 


and the ceremony was performed in the grand hall of audience with = 


much pomp and ſolemnity. An allowance was, moreover, aſſigned 
to his | majeſty of nine lacks of rupees per annum n for the ſupport of 
B B 
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his family and houſehold, the ſuperintendance of which was com- 
mitted to Shah Nizam Al Deen, a dependant on the Marhatta chief “. 


After the terrible puniſhment of Gholaum Caudir Khan, the order 
of our narrative leads to the ſituation of Iſmaeel Beg. That noble- 
man, as already obſerved, had been detached by order of Sindiah 
to reduce Nujuff Cooli Khan, at that time in the neighbourhood of 
Rewari. On his arrival in the diſtrict, Iſmacel Beg was informed 
of the death of his antagoniſt, whoſe troops were then under the 
command of his widow, a woman of maſculine ſpirit and unboun- 


= ded ambition. Well — — the 3 of Iſmacel 5 


3 Whatever might have been the 1 intentions of Sindiah w__ he made this grant, : 

1 appearance ſo liberal, it cannot be denied but his kindneſs failed of effect; and it 
may be affirmed with juſtice, that from the character which this chief originally aſſumed 
of protector of the injured rights of the Great Mogul, he, in fact, became the oppreflor. 


Intent only on his own aggrandiſement, and in effectuating his plans at the Poonah 


 Durbar, the Marhatta chief detained the unhappy king in an apparently-honourable, 5 
but really miſerable, confinement; and during his own abſence, he delegated his power 
to a crafty and deſigning dependant, who permitted the king and his family to want the 
common neceffaries of life: a circumſtance which infficts indelible diſgrace on Sindiah's 

5 memory. This afſertion would appear overſtrained, and the circumſtance, perhaps, too 

5 highly coloured, were it not notorious to all Delhi, that out of the above ſum allotted 
— jaghire for the king s maintenance, he has ſeldom received more than 50 ,000 rupees. = 
per annum, and that frequently ill paid. To be convinced of the truth of this fact, 


| the author, when at Delhi, made particular i inquiry, and was aſſured by a nobleman of 
| __ the court, Syud Rezzi Khan, Colonel Palmer's Vakeel, that is was an aQual fact. "= ON Eo 
7 This nobleman reſides at the capital on the part of the Engliſh Ambaſſador, as well e 


as that of che vizir, Afuf Al Dowla, for the purpoſe of diſburfing to his majefty the = 


um of two thouſand rupees per month for his privy purſe, (which is termed Zuri 
| Khaſs;) and this money, together with a few trifling preſents received when perſons are 
preſented at court, is all the lineal deſcendant of Timoor obtains for the ſupport of kim- 
elf and his thirty children, reſiding within the precincts of the imperial palace. 
— 
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Beg, the Begum propoſed to him a coalition of intereſts and, to 
excite his hopes of ſucceſs in a reſiſtance to the Marhatta authority, 
ſhe proffered him the forces and treaſures of her deceaſed lord. The 
natural and hereditary averſion entertained by Iſmaeel Beg againſt the 
Marhatta nation, inclined him, without much reflection, to accede 
to theſe propoſals. He accordingly marched his own force to the 
town of Canoor, the place where the Begum then refided, and 
which was actually Hg 10 the Marhattas, | 


N otwithſtanding every exertion on the part « of the enemy, he threw 
himſelf into the place, and endeavoured. by repeated and ſ, ſpirited 
 fallies to prevent its fall. Unfortunately, i in one of thoſe encounters, 


: the Begum herſelf, who with a gallantry and ſpirit not uncommon 7 


among the females of Hindoſtaun were accuſtomed to be preſent i in 
action, was flain by a cannon ball. boy his misfortune occaſioned | a 


8 defection in her troops to their obedience of Ilmaeel Beg, 


bs which had, during her life time, been kept within proper 3 


The principal leaders entering into a cabal againſt the Mogul chief, T7 
agreed to deliver him up to the Marhattas, with whom they had 

| commenced a negotiation. But however ſecretly the treaty, on this 

2] occaſion, was made, it ſoon reached the ears of Iſmaeel Beg; ; and, 


he, to prevent the effects of this treachery, was prevailed upon by 


his friends to a voluntary ſurrender, requeſtin g only 2 = 


Gp his perſonal ſafety. This was readily granted him under the faith 
: - of General Duboigne, at that time of high command i in the Ma- 
8 rhatta army. Some few days after, Iſmacel Beg entered the camp, 

from whence he was ſent off a priſoner to the fort of Agrah, in 
5 which Nate be has fince continued. While the Mn, err 
B B 2 
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obtains permanency at the court of Delhi, it is probable he will con- 
tinue under reſtraint, as that politic and wary people will never ſuffer 
ſo active and intriguing a man to be enlarged. But ſhould any un- 
foreſeen event, in the hazardous ſyſtem of the preſent politics, occa- 
ſion a decline, or extinction of their authority, there i is little doubt 


but this active and vigilant partizan will again bear a conſpicuous 
ſhare 1 in the revolutions. 


— adventiners who have for a feries of years 
emigrated from the regions of the north to the provinces of Hin- 
doſtaun, few have poſſeſſed. greater military talents than Iſmacel 
Beg. Inured to arms at an early period of life under the tuition af - 
his uncle, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf 2 
on ſeveral occaſions by his ſuperior valour and ability : and if, on a : 
review of his character, we except the culpability juſtly attached to 
him for che ſhare he bore i in the tranſactions of Gholaum Caudir, we : 
| muſt allow Iſmacel Beg che merit of an active, gallant ſoldier; ; 5 
which, by the unanimous voice of his contemporaries, may | be added ” 


: that of an accompliſhed man, generous in diſpoſition, and kind and 
liberal to his followers and * 


Ot the fate of the remaining perſons who ſhared i in | the various 
= revolutions recorded through this volume, the Begum Somroo de- ; 

| ſerves notice. The fidelity exhibited by this ſpirited lady i in defence Rk 
of her ſovereign on various occaſions, merited a better return than. 
that which ſhe was deſtined to experience. The chiefs i in the Ma- 
rhatta army had long beheld with jealous inquietude the influence : 
the had acquired with the © king: ; and Sindiah himſelf appears nat: 


22 „ 
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to have been wholly free from this imputation: for, though he can- 
not be charged with giving directions to degrade the Begum from 


her dignity, his not taking immediate ſteps to make reparation for 


the affront, muſt appear to every unprejudiced mind highly to his 
diſcredit. On the other hand, it muſt, with equal impartiality, be 
confeſſed, that the conduct of this lady gave her enemies great 
advantage. 


During the whole of hee adminiſtration, until the period before 


| us, ſhe, by prudence and a eircumſpect conduct, governed her ter- 
ritory with honour and advantage. Her troops reſpected her valour, 
and her officers yielded a ready obedience to her authority. An un- 

fortunate attachment, however, which the formed for one of thoſe 

officers, occaſioned her ſevere vexation and diſtreſs ; ; and inconſiſ- 

1 tently with her uſual prudence, ſhe had granted him her hand i in | 
— marriage. | Mr. V aiſſaux, a German adventurer, was the perſon ſe- 5 
lected; who, though a man of abilities, and who had rendered 
. eſſential ſervice to the Begum in the management of her artillery and 

other military concerns, was nevertheleſs of a baughty diſpoſition 


and ſtern manners, which, unfortunately. far both, proved the ſource: 
of a diſaſtrous vine... 


The Beem » was 3 diſſuaded from this ſtep by h hee fries, | 


and by none more than the king, who, in. this ill- fated marriage, 

T ſcrupled not. to predict the total downfall of her authority, a pre- 
diction too ſoon to be fulfilled. By the ſecret inſtigation of the 
Marhatta leaders, the chief officers and ſervants of the Begum. A 
entered i into a conſpiracy, and reſolved. on. her depoſition, - — | 
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To give a ſanction to their proceedings in the eyes of the people, 
they invited the Nuwaub Zuffer Yab Khan, ſon of the deceaſed 


Somroo, by a former wife, to accept of the government as his juſt 


inheritance, This young man, turbulent in manners, and of a 
worthleſs character, had received, through the bounty of the Begum, 
an ample allowance for his ſupport, ever fince his father's death ; 
but his conduct had given her ſuch diſguſt, that ſhe had forbidden 
his appearance at her own reſidence. He was living at Delhi when 
the offer of the con pirators arrived; undiſturbed by any ſeruples 
"= conſcience, and not impreſſed by any ſentiment of gratitude or 
affection, he accepted the offer with avidity, and repairing to the 
town of Sirdhauna, in private, he waited the event with — 


A few . 2 to the ** 8 marriage, the prepared bo. - 


T Accompany her huſband i in a circuit through her Jaghire. They had : 
| ſcarcely quitted the town of Serdhauna, when a mutiny broke out 
among her own troops, and at the ſame inſtant, Zuffer Yab Khan, 
who had been privately living in the town, now ruſhed forth with 7 
8 a body of Marhattas, ſeized on the town, and was proclaimed Jag- © 
L hire Dar. Informed of this event, the Begum endeavoured, by the - 
5 moſt ſtudied attention and cogent argument, to induce her troops to 5 
return to their allegiance, but i in vain ; long reſolved on their plan, 5 
they were heedleſs of her ſolicitations, and ſeized and confined both 
; herſelf and huſband. This unfortunate man perceiving himſelf i in 
the power of his enemies, and diſdaining ſubmiſſion, in a fit of 
= deſperation put a period to his exiſtence ; and the > Begum was then 
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reconducted to her capital, only to behold the rebellion of her ſub- 
jects, and the elevation of her ungenerous relative, to the Muſnud *. 


After the ſettlement of the government at Delhi, Sindiah directed 

his attention to the ſubjugation of the different Rajpoot ſtates, who, 
during the late diſturbances. and frequent revolutions , had become, 
in a great meaſure, independent of the court. In this arduous un- 
dertaking he was aſſiſted by the profeſſional 8 of an European 
officer of diſtinguiſhed eminence. Mr. Duboigne, a gentleman 


formerly in the ſervice of the Eaſt- India company, had, of late py 


years, upon advantageous offers being made to him, entered into 5 
that of Sindiah, and on many occaſions had contributed to the aſ- 

cendancy acquired by that prince over his competitors. Mr. Du- 

boi gne, whoſe acuteneſs and penetration enabled him to diſcern the 

= vaſt ſuperiority which diſcipline obtains over irregular multitudes, and 

5 the advantages to be derived from the introduction of European . 

tics, propoſed to Sindiah to raiſe a body of troops, cloathed and 
diſciplined, as far as the local and religious prejudices would admit, 

f after the model of the company” *: European DOPE... The propoſal 


» Though by this outrage, deprived of 1 lis; the . N paſſed not her- 
f time in unavailing lamentations; ſhe had many friends, and by their aſſiſtance, aided 


- the earneſt intreaties of the. king, ſhe was, in the ſucceeding year, releaſed from 


Rs confinement, and once more, though with circumſcribed authority, put in poſſeſſion, 8 


of her Jaghire,. where it is the wiſh. of every feeling mind ſhe may long continue. 
Fer attention towards thoſe of our countrymen, who have occafionally viſited her ter- 80 
ritories, has been moſt hoſ] pitable. and 2 and. among others, the author 
of this hiſtory is happy in having an op tuni of adding his teſtimony of eſteem for: | 


the kind offices afforded. himſelf and bis companions, during K = 
her hoſpitable manſion. 8 5 


. — 
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was readily accepted on the part of the Marhatta chief, and Mr. Du- 


boigne, who had been raiſed to the rank of general, ROT to 
carry it into effect. 


In the courſe of the current year“, the firſt regular brigade ever 
attached to the Marhatta ſervice, was raiſed, cloathed, and appointed; 
it conſiſted of ten battalions of 750 men each, ſeven of which bat- 


talions were regulars, denominated by the natives, T alingas, cloathed ; 
and armed with muſket and bayonet, like the company's troops.— z 
The three remaining battalions were Patans, armed with matchlocks 
of a new invention ; their uniform made after the Per ſian faſhion, I 
: and the whole brigade regulars, as well as matchlocks, were exer- . 
ciſed by the manual word of command, as practiſed in European 
| | armies, | To 0 render the brigade more compact, 5oo Mewattis, or 
irregular ſoldiers, were attached to perform the ordinary routine "nr © . 
camp duties, ſo that the troops might be ready, on all occaſions, for : 
| active ſervice—; oo cavalry were attached to the brigade, and 60 | 
pieces of well- mounted and well ſerved artillery, from 3 to 6 and 
9 pounders. ” ee 


In che ſucceeding years of 1 791-2- 3.5 . ſecond and third bri- 5 


gades were gradually raiſed of nearly equal force, with the addition 
: of 1000 Rohillas, for the expreſs purpoſe of leading the ſtorming 
parties. —The force thus raiſed amounted, in the whole, to ) 24,000 


0: The 8 detail was - communicated to the author by Goren 5 


5 Duboigne himſelf, who is now in England, and to whom be 28 leave to offer his TE 
very hearty acknowledgements. 
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men and 130 pieces of artillery, commanded by European officers 
of different nations, and directed by the enterprizing ſpirit and un- 
remitted perſeverance of the general who raiſed them. Their ſuc- 
ceſs on a variety of the moſt trying occaſions proved equal to their 
expectations, and Sindiah confeſſed his obligations to Mr. Duboigne, 
by repoſing i in him a confidence almoſt unlimited, and by the ceſſion 
of fifty- two diſtricts in the Doo Ab, to be appropriated expreſsly 
as Jaiedad, for the maintenance of the troops he had raiſed, Aided 
by his exertions, he, in the period we have mentioned, not only | 
recovered his former poſſeſſions, but! in the end extended his influ- 


_ ence to the Punjab frontier ; by a rapid ſucceſſion of victories, he 


| defeated the Nuwaub Iſmacel Beg, Gholaum Caudir Khan, the 


: countries of Oudepore and Joudpore, and Jynaghur ; and though he 
could not abſolutely wreſt theſe dominions from the laſt-mentioned 


; a prince, he compelied him to the payment of an annual tribute. 


7 . the middle of 1793. his * ek him to the weſt 


3 of India, he left Gopaul Row, his lieutenant-general, to manage 


8 his affairs in the north, and General Duboigne in the center of 


his newly acquired poſſeſſions. His power may, at this period, be 5 


ſaid to have reached its meridian ſplendour; his arms again ac- 


quired an aſcendancy « over his contemporaries, | and he found himſelf i 


5 the leader and preponderating chief of the whole Marhatta empire 5 


from the confines of Lahore, to the ſea of C ambay ; ; he poſſeſſed 


5 "M authority almoſt unlimited ; while the firmneſs, energy, and ac- 


_ tivity, which marked the features of his adminiſtration, at the ſame . 
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time ſhed a bright luſtre on his charaQtr, in the minds of the princes 
of Hindoſtaun. 


At the cloſe of 1793, Sindiah prepared for his return to the 
| northward, with an intention, as it was ſuppoſed, of puſhing his 
arms againſt the Sieks; all looked forward to the future motions of 


195 this enterprizing chief i in a ſtate of anxious ſuſpenſe ; ; but while the 1 


different powers were either alarmed by the fear, or excited by the 
hope, of his appearance amongſt them, he was ſuddenly ſeized with 
a 3 which termined his exiſtence at the age of ” 


His character "WP been already delineated by the record 4 his: ac- 

4 tions in the preceding pages; in concluſion it may be remarked, 
that from the inceſſant perſeverance with * hich he laboured to bring | 
to maturity ſchemes once formed for his own aggrandizement; had 


his life been extended, he would, in all probability, have become - 


a formidable antagoniſt to the intereſts of Great Britain; whoſe | ru- : 
: lers were not unacquainted with his active ſpirit or inſatiable ambi- MY 
tion. He was ſucceeded in his paternal dominions by his nephew, 


Dowlat Row, who has not as yet attained : any pre eminence among - 


the e in the Marhatta ſtates. =. 


The few remaining years of the reign of Shah-Aulum c can 1 


KT little on which to expatiate or digreſs. Reduced to dependence on 


I foreign power for the ſupport of himſelf and a numerous family, = 


the duration of his life cannot materially alter his ſituation ; the fate 


of his family, and eventual ſucceſſor, muſt remain to be need : 


2 at a future period, but bi reign may be more properly ſaid ” cloſe 
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EO he ſuſtained the fatal calamity before mentioned. Shah- 
Aulum, nominal Emperor of Hindoſtaun, is in his 75th year. 
His ſtature tall and commanding, his aſpect dignified and majeſtic. 
The ravages of time are diſcernible on his face, and the recollection 
of his misfortunes have impreſſed his features with melancholy. 
His early youth was paſſed in ſpirited, though ineffectual, ſtruggles, 
to reſtore the diminiſhed luſtre of imperial authority, and his con- 
duct, whilſt contending againſt the uſurped power of Gazooddeen g 
Khan, deſerves great praiſe. But in the greater part of his life, 


5 little can be found deſerving the applauſe of poſterity. Irreſolute 5 


and indeciſive i in his meaſures, he too frequently render ed uſeleſs 


_ the plans formed by his friends for the recovery of his authority, - 


while his exceſſive love of pleaſure, and infatuated attachment to 

| unworthy favorites, contributed to degrade him in the eyes of his = 
5 neighbours and allies, and render the ſmall remains of his dominion 7 
. contemptible. All his miniſters, with the exception of Nujuff 2 


his extravagance, enſ ured to themſelves an uncontroled authority 8 


EY by committing every ſpecies of enormity and outs violence. 


Khan, were prodigal and rapacious in the extreme; they perceive 1 = 
the king” 8 weakneſs, and, by flattering his vanity and ſupplying . 


1 the ſtate, while they abuſed the generoſity of their ſovereign, 5 


5 sbah-Aulum had — a very goed education by Nudy and 5 
reflection; he was a complete maſter of the languages of the caſt, 


” and as a writer, attained an eminence ſeldom acquired by perſons i in 


his high ſation, His correſpondence with the different princes ”" 


= the country, during a very long and chequered reign, exhibits proofs 


| of a mind Mighty « cultivated ; and if we may Judge by an ane 9 5 
cc 2 cy 
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eſſay, compoſed after the cruel loſs of his fight, he appears to have 


great merit in pathetic compoſition. In the internal economy of his 


houſehold, he is univerſally allowed to be an affectionate parent, a 


kind maſter, and a generous patron. His trials have been many, 


and it is earneſtly to be hoped the evening of his life may be paſſed 
in a peaceful tranquillity ; upon a review of his life and actions, 


it may, without injuſtice, be pronounced, that though Shah-Aulum 


poſſeſſed not a capacity ſufficiently vigorous to renovate the ſprings : 
of a relaxed government, or emulate his illuſtrious anceſtors, he, 
: notwithſtanding, | had many virtues commendable in a private ſta- 
tion; but he unfortunately reioned at a time when the royal autho- 

-- was in its moſt degraded ſtate, and when great and ſhining ta- 
lents were neceſſary to render permanent his power, and curb the . 
licentious effuſions of rebellious and diſobedient ſubjects. The | 
Sun of Tr moor, as a reſpectable hiſtorian has juſtly obſerved, = 
moſt probably ſet for ever; and if a continuation of the metaphor 5 
be allowable, it may be added, that the decline and utter extinction 


mo” that auguſt family was reſerved to the days. of the unfortunate 
Shah-Aulum. N 


* Captain Jonathan Scott, from whoſe b iter of Deccan. the author is happy to 


2 he has received conſiderable advantage, in elucidating the intricacies of 
dates under which oriental writers 1 conſtantly labour. | . 
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Lift of Authorities quoted for the preſent Work. 


1. SHAH-AULUM Naved, or a Hiſtory of the Reign of the 
17 Emperor Sbab-A ulum, written in the Perfian Language by Gholaum 
— Kban, a Mogul, Formerly i in the Service of Prince Mirza Fuwaun 


: Bukbt Febaundar Shah, and now Refs bdent at Lucknow,” 


3 1 M S. of Syud Rezzi has. containing the 22 of the 
1 loft nine Ye ears of the Reign of Sbab.-Aulum. - 


. * MS. of Munnoo Lol, a | Hindoo, containing | the thirteen " fi 5 
1 ears of the Reign ef Shah- Aulum. „ = 

"4 Oufe of Afo of: a Genealogical Account Th the reigning Pani / . 
1 Oude— Author unknown. | 2 


S Hudeeka Al Alauleem : a Geographical Account of the 4, ferent _ — 


© Provinces of Hind aun, written in the Perfian Language. 25 


5 1 Captain Salkelis MS. Operations of Sindiab and Mahomed By e 
85 Khan An, written in n the "Rm 3 1 . 
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Account of Mar, Dera ., 


- Fun province of Delhi, . to the cefeription of native 
| geographers, is bounded on the eaſt by Agra, on the weſt by La- 
hore, ſouth by Agimere, and north by the Kummow Hills. Its 
length, from the town of Pulwul, near Agrah, to the river Sutluz, 
1s 160 coſes ; 3 and its breadth, from the town of Rewari to the 
Kummow Hills, is 140 coſes. It i is divided into eight Circars, or 
: principal diſtricts, namely, Shahjchanabad, (modern Delhi), Ser- 
5 hind, Hiſſar F eiroozeh, Sehaurunpore, Sumbul, Bedaoon, Nar- | 
noul. | Theſe are again ſubdivided into 289 inferior diſtricts, yield- 
ing, according to the imperial regiſter, a revenue of ſeventy-four 
_ crore ſixty- three lacks of Daums +, or one million * hundred | 
and fifty thouſand pong . 


1 the year of 4 Hijerah 1 1041, (a. >, why 3 * — 
Bo Shah Jeban founded the preſent city and palace of Sbahjehanabad, . 
8 which be made bis capital during & the remainder of his gn The x 


En | The following ac account of the preſent fiate 4 Delhi is extradted 7 RY a journal 
« obſervations made during an official tour through the Doo Ab and the adjacent diſ- 
triéts by the author, in company with Major Reynolds, of the Bombay cſtabliſhment,. 
appointed by the Bengal government to ſurvey that part * the n in 17 9 3-4. 
4 Perſian MS. entitled Hudecka Al Akaulcem. 
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new city of Shahjehanabad lies on the weſtern bank of the ſumna, 
in latitude 28. 36. north. The city is about ſeven miles in circum- 
terence, and is ſurrounded on three ſides by a wall of brick and ſtone; 
a parapet runs along the whole, but there are no cannon planted on 
the ramparts. The city has ſeven gates: viz. Lahore gate, Delhi 
gate, Mimere gate, 1urkoman gate, Moor gate, Cabul gate, Caſhmere 

gate; all of which are built of free ſtone, and have handſome arched 

_ entrances of ſtone, where the guards of the city keep watch. Near 
the Aji imere gate is a Mudruſſa, or college, erected by Gazooddeen 
Cawn, nephew of Nizam-ool-Mooluk ; it is built of red ſtone, and 
ſituated in the center of a ſpacious quadrangle, with a fountain lined 5 

5 with ſtone. At the upper end of the area is a handſome moſque, | 


| built of red ſtone, and inlaid with white marble. 'T his s college 3 is | 
8 now uninhabited, 


= In the neighbourhood of the Cabul 3 is a wo called Tees 
| Huzzari Baug, in which i is the tomb of the Queen Malika Zemani, 
; wife of the Emperor Mahmud Shah ; a marble tablet placed at the 


head of the grave is engraved with ſome Perſian couplets, informing 2 


| us of the date of her death, which happened | but five years ſince, f 


; A. Hijerah 1203. On a riſing ground near this garden, from whence = 


there i is a fine proſpect « of the City, are two broken columns of brown 5 


granite, eight feet high, and two and a half in breadth, on which 


de inferiptions | in antient characters. 


About one mile caſt of the city, is the: tomb of the a i 
; Jehanarah Bo, eldeſt daughter of the Emperor | Shah Jon. * 


* Dow, palin. mM. 
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no leſs famous for her wit, gallantry, and beauty, than for her filial 


attachment in undergoing a voluntary confinement of ten years with 
her father i in the caſtle of Agrah. 


"P he tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the top, which 
was formerly filled with earth and flowers. At the head of the 
grave is a tablet of white marble, with an inſcription i in black cha- 


racters; the ſlab is decorated at its corners with cornelians of dif- | 
ferent colours. 


4s: we ER = . aer . a 


e- cee H .- c e 
In u Engliſh thus : 2 


5 Let no one ſcatter over my grave ought beſides earth and » ver- 
6 dure, for ſuch | is beſt befitting the ſepulchre of one of an bumble 


40 mind. 9 


on the 1 margin: 1 


7 he periſhable Me, Ne . davghter to Shah 


7 8 * and diſciple of the faints of Coll, in the * of the 
£1, 0. ' Hijerah 7094. 


Within the city of new Delhi are 7 remains of many ſplendid 
1 belonging to the great Omrahs of the empire. Among the 
largeſt are thoſe of Cummer-o'deen Cawn, vizir to Mahmud Shah; 1 


DD 
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Ali Merdan Khan, the Perſian; the Nabob Gazooddeen Cawn ; 


Sefdur Jung? S; the garden * of Coodfeah Begum, mother to Mah- 


mud Shah ; the palace of Sadut Khan, and that of Sultaun Darah 
Shekoah. All theſe palaces are ſurrounded by high walls, and take 


up a conſiderable ſpace of ground. Their entrances are through 


lofty arched gateways of brick and ſtone, at the top of which are 


the galleries for muſic ; before each is a ſpacious court-yard for the 


elephants, horſes, and attendants of the viſitors. - Each palace has 

| likewiſe a Mahal, or ſeraglio, adjoining, which is ſeparated from 

the great ball by a partition wall, and communicates by means of 

private paſſages. All of them had gardens, with capacious reſer- i 

voirs of ſtone, and fountains i in the center. An ample terrace ex- 
tended round the whole of each particuluar palace; ; and within the : 

= walls were houſes and apartments for ſervants and followers of every — 

ws deſcription, beſides ſtabling for horſes, elephants, and every thing 

. appertaining toa nobleman” 8 ſuite. Fach palace i is likewiſe provided . 

with : a handſome ſet of baths, and a Teh Khana under on. 


The wk" of Sadut Khan a are a ſet of beautiful rooms, , paved, and 


8 lined with white marble; they conſiſt of five diſtin apartments, 
: into which light i is admitted by glazed windows at the top of the 
” domes. Sefdur Jung? J Teh Khana conſiſts of a ſet of apartments | 
built! in a light and delicate ſtyle; one long room, in which i is a mar- 
1 ble reſervoir the whole length, and a ſmaller one e raiſed and balluſ- 
traded « on each ſide ; both faced throughout with white marble. 


— of this garden and palace a moſt beautiful and accurate painting may be ben in _ 


'Daniell' Views | in Hindoſtaun. 
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Stahjchanabad is adorned with many fine moſques, ferent of 
which are till in perfect beauty and repair, The following are 
moſt worthy of deſcription: 8 


Firſt, the Jams Musjid*, or great cathedral. This moſque is 
fituated about a quarter of a mile from the royal palace; the founda- 
tion of it was laid upon a rocky eminence named Jujula Pahar, and 
has been ſcarped on purpoſe. The aſcent to it is by a flight of | 
{tone ſteps, thirty-five in number, through a handſome gateway = 
red ſtone. 'The doors of this gateway are covered throughout with = 
5 plates of wrought braſs, which Mr. Bernier imagined to be copper. 
| T he terrace on which the moſque is ſituated, is a ſquare of about 
fourteen hundred yards of red ſtone: | in the center is a fountain lined 


with marble, for the purpoſe of performing the neceſſary ablutions 
_ previous to Prayer. : 


An arched N of - ſtone ſurrounds the whole of the ter- | 
race, which is adorned with octagon pavillions for fitting i in. The 
. moſque i is of an oblong form, two hundred and fixty- one feet in | 
length, ſurrounded at top by three magnificent domes of white mar- 
ble interſected with black ſtripes, and flanked by two Minarets of + 
5 black marble and red ſtone alternately, riſing to the height of an 


ES: hundred and thirty | feet. Each of theſe Minarets has three pro- 


jecting galleries of white marble, having their ſummits crowned 


_ with light otagon pavillions of the ſame. The whole front of the 


building is faced with large flabs of beauriful white marble ; and 


5 8 ot this moſque 1 likewiſe | is to be ſeen a beautiful painting by the Daniella. 
D Do * 
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along the cornice are ten compartments, four feet long and two and 


a half broad, which are inlaid with inſcriptions in black marble in 
the N:/6k; character, and are ſaid to contain the * part, if not 


the whole, of the Koran. 


The inſide of the moſque i is panel throughout with kings ſlabs of 


white marble, decorated with a black border, and 1s wonderfully 


beautiful and delicate; the ſlabs are about three feet in length by one 

| and a half broad. 1 he walls and roof are lined with plain white 

marble; and near the Kibla® i is a bandſome Taak, or niche, which 
: is adorned with a profuſion of freize work. Cloſe to this is I 


. Mimber, or pulpit, of marble, which has an aſcent of four ſteps, 
1 balluſtraded. pa On. 5 


The dae to the Minarets i is by « a winding ſtair-caſe of an hun- 


dnl and thirty ſteps of red ſtone; and at the top the ſpectator is 
gratified by a noble view of the king” 8 palace, the Cuttub Minar, Ny 
the Hurran Minar, Humaioon' 8 mauſoleum, the palace of Feroze 
Shah, the fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Loni, on the * 
banks of the river Jumna. 


The domes are crowned with culliſes of copper rickly gilt, and = 


; preſent a glittering appearance from afar off. T his moſque was 5 
begun by the emperor Shah Jehan in the fourth 1 year of his reign, 


Eo and completed i in the tenth, The ex pences of i its erection amounted I 


* Kibla literal ly implies a compaſs, but have means a ten hollow « or excavation in 


tte walls of Mahomedan moſques, ſo fituated on the erection of the buildings, as al- 
ways to look towards the eity of Mecca. 
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to ten key of rupees ; and it is in every reſpect worthy of being 
the great cathedral of the empire of Hindoſtaun. 


Not far from the vin is the moſque of Roſhun Al Dowla, 
— memorable to the Delhians for being che place where Nadir 
Shah beheld the maſſacre of the unfortunate inhabitants. The cauſe 
aſſigned by hiſtorians for this inhuman act is, that a ſedition broke 
out in the great market place, in which two thouſand Perſians were 
- ſlain. | Nadir, on hearing of the tumult, marched out of the fort 
N night with A ſmall force to the Musjid of Roſhun Al Dowla, 1 
where he was fired upon in the moming from a neighbouring terrace, 
and an officer killed cloſe by his ſide. He inſtantly ordered an in- E 
| diſcriminate {laughter of the inhabitants ; ; and his ſquadrons of ca- 
ale pouring through the ſtreets before the afternoon, you to death 
an hundred thouſand 3 of all — 


5 The 8 af Forks, 22 av the . of Feriſhta, 40 i, 1 
WM dung this dreadful ſcene, in the Musjid of Roſhun Al Dowla: 


none but ſla ves durſt come near him, for his countenance was 
dark and terrible. At length, the unfortunate emperor , attended 
. — by a number of his chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with 5 


: 6 downcaſt eyes. The Omrahs, Who preceded Mahmud, bowed 


„ them what t they wanted ; ; they « cried out with one voice, Spare 3 


EO” the city.” Mahmud faid not a word, but tears flowed faſt from 


his eyes: the mw, for once touched with pity, - heathed his 7 


* Colonel Dow. 1 Mabm ad Shah. 


down their foreheads to the ground. Nadir Shah fiernly af aſked 5 
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* ſword, and faid, ** for the ſake of the prince Mahmud 1 for- 


= give.” 


Since this dreadful maſſacre, this quarter of Delhi has been but 
very thinly inhabited. The moſque of Roſhun Al Dowlah is i- 


tuated at the entrance of the Chandney Choke, or market; it is of 


the common ſize, built of red ſtone, and ſurmounted by three domes, 
ps gilt. 


 Zeenut 47 Muſejid, or the ornament of moſques, | is on the bunks 5 


f of the Jumna, and was erected by a daughter of Aurengzeeb, of 
the name of Zeenut Al Niſſah. It i is of red ſtone, with inlayings 7 
of marble, and has a ſpacious terrace in front, with a capacious __ 
ſervoir faced with marble. The princeſs who built it, having de- 
: clined entering into the marriage Nate, laid out a large ſum of 1 money 
in the above moſque, and on its completion, ſhe built a ſepulchre _ 
” of white marble, ſurrounded by a wall of the ſame, in the weſt. 
corner of the terrace. Here ſhe was buried i in the year of the Hi- | 
jerah 1122, correſponding to the year of Chriſt, 1710. There 
were formerly lands allotted for the ſupport and repairs of this Place, > 
amounting to a lack of rupees per annum, but they have long ſince | 
been confiſcated, during the troubles this city has undergone. | Ex- 
. cluſive of the moſques afore mentioned, there are, in Shahjehanabad 5s 
7 and its environs, above forty others ; 3 but as moſt of them are of 5 


inferior ſize and beauty, and all of them of a \ ſimilar faſhion, it is | 
unneceſſary to preſent any farther detail. 


n Shahjchanabad is rebuilt, and contains many _ 
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good houſes, chiefly of brick; the ſtreets are, in general, narrow, 
as is uſual in moſt of the large cities in Aſia; but there were for- 
merly two very noble ſtreets, the firſt leading from the palace gate, 
through the city, to the Delhi gate, in a direction north and ſouth. 
This ſtreet was broad and ſpacious, having handſome houſes on 
each fide of the way, and merchants? ſhops well furniſhed with a 
variety of the richeſt articles. Shah Jehan cauſed an aqueduct of 5 
red ſtone to be made, which conveyed the water the whole length : 
of the ſtreet, and from thence, by a reſervoir under ground, into 
the royal gardens Remains of this aqueduct are till to be ſeen, I 
but i it is in moſt parts choaked up with rubbiſh, | The ſecond grand 5 
ſtreet entered i in the ſame manner, from the palace to the Lahore 
1 gate, lying eaſt and weſt; it was equal i in all reſpects to the former 
but i in both of them the inhabitants have ſpoiled the beauty of their 
appearance, by running a line of houſes down the center, and, in 
other places, acroſs the ſtreet, ſo that it is with difficulty a perſon 5 


can n diſcover, without narrowly inſpecting, their former poſition. - 


The Bazars i in Delhi are at preſent but indiffrentl furniſhed, and 
the population of late years miſerably reduced. The Chandney 
Choke is the beſt furniſhed in the city, though its commerce is 
: but trifling. Cotton cloths are Rill manufactured, and they export | 
indigo. T heir imports are by the northern caravans, which gene- 
rally come once a year; they bring with them from Cabul and Caſh- 

i mere, ſhawls, fruits, and horſes 5 the two former articles are procu- 
_ _rablein Delhi at a reaſonable rate. There i is alſo : a manufactory at 
Delhi for hooka bottoms. Precious ſtones are alſo to be had in 
| the Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the largeſt « and moſt 
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beautiful ſize, The adjoining country is well cultivated, * the 
. of the city produces corn, rice, mullet, and indigo. 


0 city is TG into thirty-ſix mohauls or diſtricts, each of 
5 which is named either after the particular Omrah who reſided there, 
or from ſome local circumſtance relative to the place. 


It appears that modern Delhi has been built principally upon two 


rocky eminences, the one where the Jama Musjid is ſituated, named 


Ns Fujula Pabar ; and the other the quarter of the oi] merchants, called PE 


LL Bejula Pahar ; from both of theſe you have a commanding view of | 


5 the reſt of the city. With reſpect to the ruins of old Delhi, the ex- - 


—_ tent cannot, 4; ſuppoſe, be leſs than a circumference of twenty 


9 5 miles, reckoning | from the gardens of Shalimar, on the north weſt, 
to the Kuttub Minar, on the ſouth eaſt, and proceeding from thence | 
along the center of the old city, by way of the mauſoleum of 5 


T Nizam Al Deen, the tomb of Humaioon, which adjoins, and he 


old fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Agimere gate of Shajcha- 
nabad. The environs to the north and weſt are crowded with re- 
mains of ſpacious g gardens and country houſes of the nobility, which 


were formerly abundantly ſupplied: with water, by means of a noble 


canal dug by Al Merdan Khan, and which formerly entered from 5 


5 above the city of Panniput, quite down to Delhi, where it joined 5 


5 the Jumna, fertilizing 1 in its courſe a tract of more than ninety miles = 


5 length, and deſtowing comfort and affluence on thoſe who lived 


within its extent. This canal, as it run through the ſuburbs of 


Mogul Parah, wp three miles in length, was twenty-five feet 


; deep, and as much i in — cut from the quarry of ſolid ſtone, 
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be which: molt of the neighbouring houſes u. l. likewiſe 
built. Over it, at different places, were built ſmall bridges of ſtone, 
which communicated with the 2 houſes of the — 


Ancient Delhi is ſaid, by hiſtorians, to have 18 erected by 
Rajah Delu, who reigned i in Hindoſtaun prior to the invaſion of 
Alexander the Great ; others affirm it to have been built by Rajah 


| Pettouvar, who flouriſhed at a much later period ,—lt is called in 
i Sanſcrit, Indraput, or the abode of Indra, one of the Hindu deities, 


and it is thus diſtinguiſhed i in the royal diplomas of the chancery- 

| office. Whether the city be of the antiquity reported, it is difficult ; 
-W determine, but this much is certain, that the vaſt quantity 1 
2 buildings, both ancient and modern, which are to be found within 

the extent above mentioned, as well as their grandeur and ſtyle of 


architecture, prove it to have been a rich. "I and — = 
; lous city. : 


I will only add a ſhort account of the mogul gardens of Shalimar; 
theſe gardens, , made' by the emperor Shah Jeban, were begun i in | 
the fourth year of his reign, and finiſhed i in the thirteenth, on which a 


_ occaſion, according to Colonel Dow, the emperor gave a grand feſ =” 


8 tival to his court. T heſe gardens were laid out with admirable taſte, | 
and coſt the enormous ſum of a million ſterling; ; their preſent ap- 


2 pearance does not give cauſe to ſuppoſe ſuch an immenſe ſum has 


and coſtly materials have been carried away. The entrance to them 
is through a gateway of brick, and a canal, lined with ſtone, having 
walks on each lide, paved with brick, leads up to the Dewaun 


EE 


been laid out upon them, though great part of the moſt valuable 52 5 


N now 1 
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Khana, or hall of audience, moſt part of which is now fallen 
down; from hence, by the fide of a noble canal, having a fountain 


in the center; you proceed to the apartments of the Haram, which 
occupy a large extent of ground. In front is an Ivaun, or open 
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hall, with apartments adjoining, the interior of which are decorated 
with a beautiful border of white and * * upon a ground EE 
of the fineſt chunam. 9 


5 On each ſide of this 1 encloſed by high adds are the apart- 
ments of the Haram, ſome of which are built of red Kone, and : 
9 ſome of brick, faced with the chunam afore mentioned, and orna- 
ments, with paintings of flowers of various kinds. All the apart- : 


ments have winding paſſages, which communicate with each other, 


and the gardens adjoining by private doors. The extent of Shalimar 


does not appear to have been very large. 1 ſuppoſe the gardens — 


ps together are not above one mile i in circumference: a high brick wall 


runs around the whole, and the extremities are flanked with octagon 


; pavilions of red ſtone. The gardens ſtill abound with trees of a 


very large ſize, and very old. The proſpect, ſouth of Shalimar, 1 


TE towards Delhi, as far as the eye can reach, is covered with the re- 
N mains of extenſive gardens, pavilions, moſques, and burial places. þ 


The environs of this once magnificent and celebrated city, appear 


: round about i is * deſolate and forlom. 


EY . | The ſpider hath woven 1 web i in | the od policy of the 0 Cafers, 5 


5 « * The owl ' Pandeth centinel on the watch-towers of Aﬀraſiad 1 “ 


V 5 Sapr. 


ing more than a ſhapeleſs heap of ruins, and the — . 
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On the 11th of March, 1794, the author accompanied Major 
Reynolds, who was at Delhi, on a deputation from the Bengal go- 
vernment, to an audience of his majeſty, Shah-Aulum. 
After entering the palace, we were carried to the Dewaun Khana, 
or hall of audience for the nobility, in the middle of which was 
a throne, raiſed about a foot and a half from the ground. In the 
center of this elevation was placed a chain of crimſon velvet, bound 
with gold claſps, and over the whole was thrown an embroidered 
covering of gold and ſilver chread. A handſome : ſamianah s, ſup- 
ported by four pillars, incruſted with filver, was placed over the 
chair of tate. The king was at this time in the 7 uſbeah Khana, 
Or oratory, an apartment in which he generally fits. On paſſing 5 


. ſkreen of Indian Connaughts, we proceeded to the front of the 


Tuſteah Khana, and being arrived j in the preſence of the king, each 


LT made three obeiſances in turn, by throwing | down the right 


5 hand pretty! low, and afterwards raifing it to the forchead ; we then 


went up to the Muſnud, on which his majeſt ſat, and prefented ; 
our Nuzzirs, or white handkerchiefs, each of our names being an- 
nounced at the time we offered them. The king received the whole, | 
and gave the Nuzzirs to his ſon, Mirza Akbar Shah, and two other 


: princes, | who fat on his left hand. We then retired with our faces 


e towards the preſence, made the ſame obeifance as before, and re- N 


- turned: a ſecond time to the Muſnud. After a ſlight converſation, 
DE were directed to go without the encloſure, and put on the Khil- 


: luts which his is majeſty had ordered for us. "mw confiſted of Tight : 


1 | 
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Indian dreſſes, a turband Jamah, and Cumberbund, made of cotton, 
with ſmall gold ſprigs. On being cloathed in theſe dreſſes , We once 
more returned, and after a few minutes ſtay, previous to which, 
Major Reynolds received a ſword and a title from the king, we 
were diſmiſſed, and ſome ſervants were ordered to attend us, while 
"A the — > Ok 


% 


-. mo ke of the royal family of Timoor was erected by the 
. Emperor Shah Jehan, at the time he built the new city. It is . 
N tuated on the weſtern bank of the river Jumna, and is ſurrounded ; 


—_— ſides by a wall of red ſtone ; 3. 1 . the circumference of Z 
the whole to be about one mile, 


The two ſtone figures £ awd by Bernier, at the entrance e of ; 
. the palace, which repreſented the Rajah of Chittore, and his bro- . 
wh ther Potta, ſeated on two elephants of ſtone, are not now to be 25 
5 ſeen.— They were removed by order of  Aurengezebe, as favoring 
too much of idolatry, and he encloſed the ſpace | on which they 1 
| ſtood with a ſkreei of red ſtone, which has * the entrance . 
to the palace. | 5 


| The firſt object, ao. ak; that attracts attention, is ; the 
Demons Aum, or public hall of audience, for all deſcriptions of 1 
; people. It is ſituated at the upper end of a ſpacious ſquare, and, 8 
though at preſent much i in decay, is a noble building. On each 
fide of the Dewaun Aum, and all round the ſquare, are apartments 5 
2 of two ſtories in height, the walls and front of which, in the 5 
5 of the ſplendour of the empire, were adorned with a profuſion of = 


* 
5 we " POE ths —— — — OS — --; ©; 8 "I bf . : 1 
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_— richeſt n e and ſil ks, the nobles vying with each 
other, in rendering them the moſt magnificent, eſpecially on 
feſtivals and days of public rejoicings, which preſented a grand 
fight. Theſe decorations have, however, long ſince * diſcon- 


tinued, and nothing but bare walls now remain. 


From the Dewaun Aum we ene through another handſome 
” gateway to the Dewaun Khaſs afore mentioned. This building 
likewiſe i is ſituated at the upper end of a ſpacious ſquare, elevated 
upon a terrace of marble about four feet i in height. Tie Dewaun 
Khaſs, in former times, was adomed with exceſſive magnificence ; 3 
and though repeatedly ſtript and plundered by ſucceſſi ive invaders» 5 
BY ſtill retains ſufficient beauty to render i it admired. 1 judge the build- : 
I ing to be an hundred and fifty feet i in length by forty i in breadth. The 
roof i is flat, ſupported by numerous columns of fine white marble, = 
1 which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower work of dif- 


_ ferent coloured ſtones : : the cornices and borders have been decorated 


85 with freize and ſculptured work. T he cieling was formerly i in- 
eruſted with a rich foliage of filver throughout its whole extent, 
| which has been lon g ſince taken away. The delicacy of the inlay- 
ing in the compartments of the walls is much to be admired ; and 
It is matter of bitter regret to fee the barbarous ravages that have 


been made by picking out the different cornelians, and breaking the 


| marble by violence. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khaſs, in 
| the. cornice, are the following lines, written in leuers of * upon 
. 2 ground of white marble : 


e en e . 
2 
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I there be a paradiſe upon « earth, this is it— tis 5 this—tis this. 


The ** chis building is compoſed of large labs by white 
marble, and the building is crowned at top wh four pavilions or + 
cupolas of the ſame materials. The royal baths built by the em- 
- peror Shah Jehan are ſituated a little to the northward of the Dewaun 
. Khaſs, and conſiſt of three very large rooms ſurmounted by domes # 
of white marble. The inſide of them, about two thirds of the 
Way up, is lined with marble, having beautiful borders of flowers, pm 
worked cornelians, and other ſtones executed with much taſte. 
The floors are paved throughout with marble i in large ſlabs 7 there 
| are fountains 1 in the center, which have paſſes to carry t the water into | 
the different apartments: 7 large reſervoirs of marble, four feet * 
e depth, are placed in the walls. The light i is admitted from the roof 
Oi by windows of ſtained glaſs ; and capacious ſtoves with iron gra- 
225 „„ _ Paaced underneath each ſeparate apartment Adjoining „ 
on = on baths is a wy fine | moſque n made after the aten — 
8 deſcribed. Bw 


. as the oy garde. is a very * oRtagon r. room, which faces 
the Jumna : it is called Shah Barj, or the Royal Tower, and- 8 9 
lined with marble. Through the window of this room, the —_ 
heir apparent, Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made his eſcape i 
1784. when he fled to Lucknow. Great part of the palace has 

ſuffered by the deſtructive ravages of the late invaders. The Ro- 

hillas, in particular, who were introduced by Cholaum Cadir Khan, 


have ſtripped many of the rooms of their marble ornaments and 
pavements. 5 


£ 


F „ . „ x W "1 - 
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Adj oining the palace i is the fort of Selim Ghur ; it communicates 


by a bridge of None built over at arm of the river: it is now en- 
tirely in ruins *. 


Two buildings, which are equally worthy the inſpection of a traveller, have not been 

deſcribed in the preceding account ; namely, the Gentur Muntur, or Obſervatory, built 

by Rajah Jey Sing; and the Cuttub Minar, or the famous column in the neighbourhood 

of the city. Of both of theſe, the Meſſrs. Daniells have brought to England moſt 

| beautiful and accurate paintings, and the latter has likewiſe been deſcribed by Captain 

Blunt, of 92 one of 2 
5 mentioned. 


5 4 — of the Revolution at Rampore in 17 94- 5 


| ' FIZOOLAH Khan, after the battle of Cutturah i in 1774, retired 
5 with the remainder of the Rohillas to the Cummaoon Hills. T he 8 


events of the campaign under Colonel Champion, and the ſubſe- 
quent treaty of Loll *. in che fame . are in the hands of 


euery one. 


» that treaty, Fizoolah Khan had a territory a allotted to 1055 = 
_ which was eſtimated at the annual value of fourteen lacks of rupees 
He choſe the city of Rampore as the place of his reſidence, and 
3 ſedulouſly employed himſelf to the i „— of bis nz. and : 


© 0 jets" welfare. 


His virtuous efforts were l with diffrent ſucceſs ; ; nd, 


1 ai an uninterrupted and proſperous adminiſtration of twenty years, - 


5 during which he nearly doubled the revenues of his country, * wu 


| expired i in Auguſt 1794 in full poſſeſſion of the eſteem and love of Oh 
his ſubjects, and in high repute with the native princes of India for oY 


h his benevolence, generoſity, and ned faith. 


l 
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Fizoolah Khan left behind him a family of ten children; feven 


ſons and three daughters: His eldeſt fon,, Mahomed Ali Khan, 


ſucceeded to his dominions, agreeably to the eſtabliſhed rights of 


primogeniture, and was ED as chief ” the — tribe. 


— Ali is el by his countrymen as being groſs and 


cruel ; and was, conſequently, exceſhvely-difliked by the body of 


the people, who, from the characteriſtic of their natural ſpirit, re- 
Ol quire from their ſuperiors a conciliating manner and kind treatment 3 
as the price of obedience. On the other hand, the ſecond ſon (by 3 
= the ſame mother) named Gholaum Mahomed, who, though a young 
a man of violent and turbulent diſpoſition, was by his tribe generally 

beloved. He had been the favourite of his father during the latter 


| years of his life, and had conducted under him the moſt important 


buſineſs of the ſtate. 7 


B his unremitted attention to the cultivation of the jaghire, be p 

3 had, in a particular manner, gained the eſteem of the huſbandmen, 5 
who i in fact compoſe the great body of the people ; and the addition 
of a handſome perſon, and an affected ſuavity « of manners, with a 
f plauſible attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted him i in the 


eſteem and warmeſt affection of the ſoldic iers at large, 


| Spurred on os by ambition, EN having 0 once taſted the intoxica- 

5 ting cup of pleaſure, he could ill brook a ſudden deſcent into inſig- 
nificance; he ſcarcely permitted the eyes of his aged father to be 
cloſed, when he entered into a cabal with ſome of the n. and h 


l turbulent of the Rohilla chiefs. | WE 


— 


— 


— —ů— 


* ok -*# 5 
1 I F 4 
* _— - «as 
o 6 - _ 5 * © 
———— . ˙ —. 422 - 
— — ——  — . 


r «cual ' 2 * 


218 APPENDIX, = LA. b. 1794. 
A conſciouſneſs of his own natural ſuperiority over his brother, 


ſtimulated him to commit a barbarous crime, at which human na- | 
ture revolts, and at once to rend aſunder the bonds of brotherhood | 


and loyalty 


n Mahomed: wid gained over to 6 ks intereſts the prin- 5 
cipal officers of the army, and, through them, ſecured the attachment 


- the troops, proceeded to execute the deſign formed for the depo: 


ſition of his brother. Seventeen days after the death of Fizoolah 
Khan, Gholaum Mahomed, attended by : a ſelect party well armed, Z 


7 time cautioned him to be on his guard, as treachery \ was intended. 


. I is impoſlible my | brother can entertain evil deſigns againſt . 


entered the Durbar of Mahomed Ali. A confidential ſervant ap- ; oy 
1 priſed the Nuwaub of his brother 8 intended viſit; and at the fame Le: 


5 os me: bas he not taken the ſacred Koran ** was the anſwer of the 1 5 . 


infatuated * He was too ſoon convinced of his error. 5 


On entering the apartment, | Gholaum Mahomed, as had doen . 


N agreed upon by the conſpirators, bore himſelf with deſigned haugh- HH 


tineſs and diſreſpect towards his brother. This, as was foreſcen e 
and defired, inflamed Mahomed Ali, and excited the iraſcibility of „ 


. | his temper. | He broke forth into the groſſeſt abuſe, and, in his un- e 


5 noms rage, was s fo raſh as to thaw bis fabre. „ 


— Mahomed now w of attack, and his bro- 
ther was inftantly ſurrounded by the whole body of conſpirators, 5 
who, after a reſolute and * reſiſtance, cut him down. He 
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was then confined, and ſent to the houſe of the late Fizoolah Khan, 
| where he was received by the women of the family, who' having 


dreſſed his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate his grief and reconcile 
him to his fate. 


The uſurper was acknowledged by the army and people at Ram- 
pore with loud acclamations. Shortly after this event, it was 

5 underſtood by letters which arrived from Lucknow, that the enlarge- 
ment of the depoſed Nuwaub, and his being permitted to refide at 


Lucknow, would be acceptable to the vizir 9, 


A council, conſiſting of Oban Mahomed and Is principal 
- leaders, was held on the occaſion, - and they were requeſted to give 
their 2 * on the ſubject before them. 


11 t has been affirmed, ut not cottcbointed by any teſtimony that 
bas come within our knowledge, that the uſurper himſelf appeared 


inclined to a merciful determination, and would have liberated his 3 


brother. This, however, was violently oppoſed by ſome of the 
leaders, and particularly by Nutchoo Khan and Omar Khan, two of 55 
the moſt ferocious and ſanguinary of the Rohilla tribe : they de- 
. clared, as a reaſon for their diſlike to Mahomed Ali” 8 enlargement, 

that, ſhould he once 1 the Jaghire: and be allow ed to Join the Britiſh. ; 


* TY is necelfiry have! to OY that the FEW circumſtance 1 was ; romtwunicates to 
the author by a confidential ſervant of the late Fizoolah Khan, who is now living at 
| Rampore. At the ſame time impartiality demands us to ſtate, that the credibility of 


the circumſtance reſts ſolely on the teſtimony of this man, (i being denied by the people : 
of Oude) PO: 
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army, * could . no doubt but all thoſe concerned in the late 
revolution, together with their wives and families, would, in the 
event of a defeat, be expoſed to the moſt ſevere reſentment ; even, 
faid Omar un, to their grinding of rice for the infidels *. 


Theſe arguments decided the queſtion ; and it was unanimouſly 

reſolved to put the unhappy prince to death. But the carrying this 
fanguinary reſolve i into effect was a matter of no ſmall difficulty, and | 
= * a e of conſiderable art t and * 


1 | Mahomed Ali, as we have ſeen, was within the walls of the 5 
Haram, a ſanctuary. which, in Hindoſtaun, it is conſidered in the „ 
hi gheſt degree diſhonourable to violate or pollute. Gholaum Ma- 3 


homed, cherefore, proceeded i in a manner equally ſubtle, as refinedly 0 
5 cruel. He ſent for a perſon then at Rampore, by name Shah Huſſun, 8 
5 Syud +, and a man 1 reſpected by all for his ſanctity, his age, and N 


exemplary 1 manners. 1n the preſence of this man, the uſurper ſwore e 


upon the Koran, chat if his ill-fated brother would voluntarily quit bo 
"a aſylum, not a hair of his head ſhould ſuſtain injury : he con- 
: cluded, by . of the ud to prevail _ his brother to 


: come forth. 


1 | Satisfied with an aſſurance fo 3 the holy 1 man n repaired t to the 
: palace of Fizoolah Chan; and there having repeated what he had | 
heard from the . Mahomed Ali Was . to vic bis i 


* Which, in 8 is conſidered an office of the moſt menial nature... 
+ Deſcendant of the Prophet. 
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aſſent. He accordingly quitted his aſylum, and was forthwith con- 


ducted to a ſmall fort about a mile diſtant from the city. 


Having thus obtained poſſeſſion of his brother's perſon, Gholaum 


Mahomed next deliberated on the ſureſt mode of depriving him of 
his life, without himſelf i incurring the guilt of fratricide. Omar 
Khan, whom we have before mentioned as the moſt ſavage of his 
: adviſers, propoſed the deteſtable method of poiſoning his N ; 
and to this, however incredible it may appear, the inhuman brother ; 
gave his conſent. T he perſons who had charge of the priſoner | 


were directed to carry this reſolution into effect. But information 


of the deſign having been previouſly | communicated to Mahomed 
Ali, he refuſed to eat. For three days and as many nights did the 
unhappy prince remain without ſuſtenance, and in a ſtate of torpid 
inſenſibility. The fourth day, nature being exhauſted, and rouſed 
3 by the calls of hunger, the Nuwaub prevailed upon the humanity of 

a water-carrier who attended him to afford him a ſmall portion of : 
flour: of this, which he prepared with his own hands by mixing 

it with water, he ate a morſal; but his ſtomach, weakened by ſo 


long faſting, almoſt immediately « on > filling; rejeRted u the food. : 


— the barbarian, finding his intentions ; fruſtrated, and 5 
impatient of the delay, reſolved to complete his bloody purpoſe by 
the daggers of aſſaſſination. Four wretches, Munſa, Syud Khan, | 


_ oolloo, and mother, were : ſelected for the en of this 
5 horrid deed. 


2 the ſeerecy with which the order was given, of 
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this, likewiſe, Mahomed Ali received mes. and an 
that his fate was approaching, he ſent an affect ionate meſſage to his 
| Begum and family, and as a final effort to avert his brother's ven- 
geance, he, for the ſake of his family, acquainted the Syud, whom 


we have before noticed, of the ultimate reſolution of his unrelenting 
brother. ni 
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The Syud, — aſtoniſhed as indi gnant, at the "MON cond uct. 
of the uſurper, and commiſſerating the fate of his lawful prince, E- 
repaired to the Durbar of Gholaum Mahomed ; he there publicly 


85 charged him with a breach of faith, and a contempt for the precept 
of religion. The hypocrite, in reply, gave the moſt ſolemn aſſu- „„ 


nances of the ſafety of e Ali, whoſe life, he added, was 
dearer to him than his own.” But the heart of this ruffian was not : 
to be ſoftened ; neither the recollection of their early years, nor the 


cloſer ties of fraternal affection, ſince arrived at manhood, could 7 


; incline to pity or remorſe, and to add to the guile of afſafſination, TT, 


-” he deſcended to the meaneſt and vileſt ſubterfuge. In order that it - 
might. appear an act of ſuicide on the part of the miſerable brother, 


5 orders were given to the aſſaſſins to contrive the murder to chat effect. i | 


Z Accordingly, entering the chamber of the ſleeping prince at mid- | : 


5 | night, 


he. put an end to his exiſtence by a piſtol ſhot, and ſeveral 1 


ſtabs of.; a dagger. When the deed was done, they removed 8 : 


body to. a ſmall diſtance from where it lay, and after . the 
3 wen in the breaſt of the deceaſed, ay" — 8 


Next morning 2 of the deceaſe of * 1 was 
— to his brother, while . in the Dutbar, The wer: 
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affecting the utmoſt Lurpriſe and aſoniſhmaent, burſt into tears, and 
lamented, in the moſt poignant terms, the unhappy raſhneſs of his 
brother, in committing ſo deſperate an act. To complete the in- 
famy of this diabolical tranſaction, he direfted the remains of his 
brother to be ſolemnly interred, and diſtributed a conſiderable fam 


of money in charity, to * for the pond of ms foul of the de- 


ceaſed. 


In this . manner, polluted with a dee blood, did Gholaum 
Mahomed aſcend the Muſnud of Rampore. The neceffary Be 


were now to be taken to ſecure the eſtabliſhment of the _ 


As * W —— diſpatched to the vizir, in which Gho- N 
hum Mahomed endeavoured. to excuſe the atrocity of his conduct ; 

I he offered, moreover, to his excellency, in alleviation of his guilt, A 

_ Nazzeranah* and Paiſhcuſh ; and with profeſſions of the higheſt 
attachment and reſpect for the Nuwaub as his ſovereign and lord 

1 paramount, he concluded with requeſting 4 a continuation of the Jag- 


dire i in 2 his own ne, 


11 may bers be nenn, that this valuable Jaghire 1 had V been 5 
= ; granted for life to its late poſſeſſor, and conſequently, at his demiſe, 

5 it reverted to the Vizir, as lord paramount of RohilcundF. —> 

5 true chat ſome . ſince, it had been . by the vizir him- dl 


» A a , preſent which is aus ſent by tributary princes in » Hindoſtaun, 


on their acceſſion, to their ſovercign or lord paramount. 


to — 


+ Vide report of the ſeleft committee for India affairs, —Major Palmer's embaſl 
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| ſelf, through the mediation of the ſupreme government at Calcutta, 
to Fizoolah Khan, to change the tenure of the Jaghire, which was 
only for life, into an Altum Gheh,. which, by the uſages of Hin- 
doſtaun, deſcends in perpetuity to ſucceſſors. A conſideration of 
fifteen lacks. of rupees was then deemed a ſufficient compenſation. 
By ſome means or other the offer was rejected on the part of Fi- 
Zoolah Khan, and, conſequently at his demiſe, the right of reſamp- 
tion 1 of the Jaghire was evident and undeniable, 1 85 


The vizir, woo Sons his earlieſt W had bern immerſed in 
pleaſure, would now gladly have ſeized the favourable opportunity 
thus afforded him, of confiſcating this valuable Jaghire, | which 

would ſupply him with freſh. means of gratifying his ee. 


His fluctuating mind. however, en esd to buſineſs, or de- 5 


5 cifive exertion, heſitated, and with the imbecility : | little craft 1 in- 


herent to Afatic . he had recourſe to temporizing meaſures. 


The views "of his miniſter, 5 Ticket Ray, a man e 

irreſolute, and deſtitute of every qualification above that of a mere 
5 accomptant, were cafily led to encourage the weakneſs of his maſter. 
: This miniſter foreſaw and dreaded the difficulties in which he muſt 
— be involved, ſhould we meaſures be . 


"Is empty 1 a 1 blem of an a. a go- 


—_—_ vernment, deeply anticipated revenue, and an impoveriſhed country, 


afforded but flender means for ſupplying, not only the neceſſary ex- 
| pences of the war, bout alſo to o provide for the parade and extrava- | 


A. D. 1794. ] 


gance of his ſovereign, whoſe childiſhly bete turn he knew 
would not fail of diſplaying its pomp on this occafion. He viewed 
with affright the embarraſſments that threatened him, and hoped; 
by accommodation, to eſcape the impending difficulties, and, at 
the ſame time, by a large mulct, to raiſe a temporary relief t to the 


exigences of the Rate. 


The vizir and his miniſters, although. from different motives, 


were united i in a defire to accommodate, tempted by the magnitude 
of the ſum “ now offered, as Nuzzeranah, by Gholaum Mahomed. : 


1 But, however ſtrong the neceſlity of the one, or the extravagance. 


of the other, yet neither would venture on a decifive ſtep i in an af. 
fair ſo important, without conſulting their allies, the Engliſh, who! SH 


were A to the * Dar 258 the ny" of Loll FONG 


— the vizir - communicated the circumſtances at the ” 
event to the Britiſh reſident at Lucknow, who conveyed | the inti- : 


mation to the ſupreme board in Calcutta; at the ſame time, his 


5 — declared bis intention to abide * the advice of that _— 5 


1 vemment. 


5 0 was > hippies: 70 many. "—_ the Britiſh government would 8 

+ take no part in the buſineſs, and: had they be 1 defirous of avoiding : 

| trouble, there exiſted a plauſible wiki for permitting | the vizir r to E 
5 follow his own inclinations. 2 ' 


* was, | homers, juſtly conſidered chat were che Basin, under 


© Ten. ike of rupees. 
G 0 
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the 5 of their known and intimate connection with the 
vizir, to overlook this foul murder, and fuffer ſo heinous a erime 
to go unpuniſhed, it would be a conduct utterly unworthy and diſ- 
honourable, and would not fail to derogate from the national cha- 
racter, in the eyes of the princes of Hindoſtaun. 


Actuated by ſo generous a principle, the Britiſh government came 
to the determination to diſpoſſeſs and puniſh the rebel, and i in pur- 
ſuance of this refolution, the two brigades which are ſtationed in 
Oude, by . were ordered 
9 Abercrombie , the commander in chief, being at that time on A 


. tour to inſpett the troops at the upper ſtations of the army, was 5 


| requeſted to undertake the expedition, and for that purpoſe, was in- 


veſted with the moſt ample authority, and aſſiſted 3 the * 
1 50 tion of the reſident at Lucknow. TT 
— to th « commencement of the campaign, dhe com- 
wander in chief was inſtructed to arrange and concert meaſures with i 

the vizir, for the future government of the jagbire. Sir Robert 


mow, on | the banks of the Gs. He there — to the vizir, : 


to take the field. Sir Robert 


Abercrombie accordingly had a meeting with his highneſs at Dalz- —_ 


. RA to. remove the . Cholaum Mahomed, fu ever, — 

| any ſbare in the government of Rampore, and that whatever par 

of the jaghire it might hereafter be deemed. proper to beſtow on 
„ the Rs, it muſt be conferred — * ou ow of the de- 
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The vizir, it is ſaid, was not leſs hurt at the diQatorial ſtrain of 


this communication, than diſſatisfied with its tenor (ſo : averſe to his 

own wiſhes) or the wiſhes of his miniſter. They looked to im- 
mediate advantage, and eager to ſeize the golden prize, and both 
being devoid of every idea of national character, laughed to ſcorn 
the infatuation and folly of expending blood and treaſure, for what, 


in their own —ê Phraſeology, ony deemed ' yY A Name.” 


The 6 exhibjting . of difalie@ion, was finally | 
given to underſtand, that without he explicitly acquieſced in the 


above points, that the Britiſh government would take no n in the 


buſineſs, 


Immediate compliance enſued, nnd Sir Robert Abercrombie pro- 
ceeded, with all expedition, to Cawnpore, and from that Place =o 
F utty Ghur, where he arrived, and aſſumed the command of the 
” army on thi Ith of October, 1794 the troops began to croſs the 
Ganges at Futty Ghur, and the Cavnpore brigade having joined, - 
ns m was formed a few days af after on the banks af. the Gamberah : 


Meanwhile the vizir had been collecting bis army, which « con- : 


a of a numerous and undiſcipline 
2 > horſe ; ; and, for the ſake of an a oſtentatious diſplay « of pomp, 
200 pieces of cannon, ſome of them of very large — 


Ef were > dragged along with the multitude. 


His highnef quined Lane on the 1 zh of October, * 
2 


rabble of infantry, and about Ln 


2 
2 
— 5 


s Aa (=. v. 1798. 
5 though by eaſy marches,” he might eaſily have come up with the 


Britiſh general and joined forces, he, on the contrary, appeared 
defirous to remain in the rear, and, notwithſtanding the prefling and 


urgent ſolicitations of the Engliſh refident, and General Martin, 
who attended his _ he could not be — to advance. 


Being ſolicited to ſend on, at leaſt, a body of cavalry, he declined 


, the propoſal, and it was not until the day after the action, that any 
of the vizir 's army Joiried the Britiſh, Our narration muſt now 
lead us to the fituation of the Engliſh army, in which nothing ma- 
1 terial occurred until the 24th inſtant, when it encamped on the banks 
of the Sunkrah, a ſmall river, about five miles in adyance of Be- 
reilly, _ the . road to Rampore. 


In the evening of that day an officer was ordered out with a 
2 party of troopers to patrole three or four miles i in front, and report 
any occurrence to the general. That officer reported that 1500 of 

= the enemy 's horſe were advanced as far as Millik, a village about : 

_ fifteen miles from the Britiſh encampment, and that ſome horſemen, 
about noon, had been ſeen examining the paſſage of the Doo Jena. 
a ſmall river in front, and within the vizir's territories. | 


on the 2 5th, the « Engliſh — the ſame 3 their front, [ 


the Rampore | road, and the Sunkra river, covering their rear, pd 


. and, bya winding direction, protecting alſo the right flank, fo that 


_ could only be attacked, either on the left or in front, and i in either 


5 caſe to the eee on the reyes 
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About two o'clock, P. M. of this day, the commander in chief 


was aſtoniſhed at the intelligence that the Rohillas, in full. force, 


were croſſing the Doo Jorah, accompanied by the cavalry of the 


line. The general advanced to a ſmall eminence in front, to ob- 
ſerve the motions of the enemy. A meſſage from Gholaum Ma- 
| homed was, at this time, brought with a letter to the general, which 


Sir Robert would not receive, but defired the meſſenger might be 

. directed to return, and acquaint his maſter, that the Britiſh com- 
g mander would hold no communication with him, until he retired 
e within the Rampore boundary, and totally evacuated the territories 5 
- of the vizir, the invaſion of which was highly i improper, and ad- 
ded much to the atrocity of his crime. 1 hat the Rohillas would 


"i al owed until the evening of the next day to withdraw their 


| troops, which, if they did not, the Bugs would conſider and 


5 treat them a as enemies. 


10 this no anſwer was e but on the 26th of October * 
enemy appeared i in a menacing and hoſtile manner, ſpreading over | 


| the plain i in irregular and confuſed, though! numerous, columns. 


1 be general who had been to reconnoitre, returned to camp, and 
lelt one of his aids de camp to give timely notice of the enemy 's : 
motions. 1 he enemy continuing to advance, and form, in _ - 

. inegular manner, the Britiſh troops were immediately ordered 3 


= prepare for action. 


The firſt e — of che * native n ad 
European . and the 18th native, with che two regiments 


I | 
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of nn formed the reſerve, and compoſed the right ing of the 
army. The 3d brigade, conſiſting of four native battalions, formed 
che tak wing, and the 2d brigade, of equal ſtrength, compoſed the 
center. To each battalion in the line were attached two guns, and 
the grand park of artillery was poſted, in the interval, between the 
center diviſion and the left wing. From an eminence in front, 
which the enemy were unaccountably permitted to occupy, they ſoon 
commenced an harmleſs cannonade; their guns being greatly elevated, 
1 ſhot paſſed over the Britiſh line. About ten, A. M. the line 
- being. regularly formed, two guns, the ſignal to advance, were fired 
in the center. The Engliſh troops began to advance, and continued 8 


_ preſs forward with great ardour, until they met the enemy, who 5 
came on with unexampled reſolution and determined ferocity, - upon 


the points of their bayonets, ſword i in hand. The Britiſh artillery 


and muſketry did great execution ; but could not entirely check the of 
firſt onſet. The moſt deſperate effort of the Rohillas was made on . 


. the right 4 the reſerve, where Colonel Burrington commanded, and 5 
fell. The cavalry who were on the right Hank, commanded. by 
| Caper Ramſay, when the enemy had advanced to about eighty 


paces, ſuddenly wheeled to the left, by order of their — 


5 officer, who led them into the rear of the reſerve. The ſuddenneſs 


= | of this unexpected and diſgraceful movement, and the charge which 7 9 1 5 
tie enemy were thereby inſpired to make on the. rear, threw the ca- TS 


valry into confuſion, and left the gallant 3th battalion. entirely 8 
poſed: this the enemy perceiving, threw themſclves with the a a 


violence upon the flank of that corps, and many of them having 


5 turned its rear, the whole right wing of the battalion were cut to — 


Pieces. * Macleod the commandant, a * and experi- 
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enced officer, together with four of his ſubalterns , fell; this corps 
preſſed upon the European regiment, which being al ſo briſkly at- 
tacked, were thrown into a like confuſion. The Europeans, in 
turn, crowded upon the 18th battalion, and, notwithſtanding the 


Readineſs and exertion of that corps , animated by the preſence of 
their gallant leader, Major Bolton, much deſtruction was committed 
in a few minutes. The body of the enemy that made this im- 
preſſion on the reſerve, had fuffered much themſelves, but in the 
tumult, had paſſed through the intervals occaſioned by the diſorder, 
and were in the rear of the European regiment, when a part of the 

; cavalry, which had, by the greateſt exertions of the ſubaltern offi- 
1 been rallied, returned back to the attack, and prevented further 

miſchief. The other diviſions of the line having maintained an 


|  — undaunted face throughout the whole of the battle, refiffanee on 


5 ſanding ; this was plundered by the vizir's h 


the part of the Rohillas, at length, entirely ceaſed, and after a loſe : 


action of an hour and forty minutes, ſcarce a man of the enemy 


was to be ſeen. 
The Brief line halved a foo minutes on- the field of battle: to let 5 
the troops breathe, after which, they purſued the enemy to the Doo 
Jorah river, on the oppoſite banks of which their _ was fill | 


Coding to cuſtorty had come up after the action, and whilit the 
___ Engliſh line was' halted, to mark out their encampment, theſe ban- 5 
. ditti ne the reward due to the. valour of e *. * * 


- The Rvhillz force: ont the moſt anheatic areouns; — je 


of 39,000 infantry, and about 4000 horle; * had. newly 2000 
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men killed, and as many wounded ; whilſt the Britiſh had to regret 
a dear-bought victory, in the loſs of 600 men and fourteen officers *, 
men of * reputation in their profeſſion, and who had fou ght 
under the b s of Coote and Cornwallis. 


On 1 ih as army balted to inter the dead, and take care of 
the wounded, who were ſent back to Bereilly the ſame. day, where 
an hoſpital was formed for their reception. On the 29th, the army 


the Rohilla Wa and excepting the widow and family of Ma- c 
homed Ali, ſcarce a Rohillah remained in the place, the whole bau- 
ing evacuated the town the nn if ucceedin ng the battle. 


The e Britiſh general how deemed it aigible to give up hs town 
5 to the . of the vizir, whoſe people Rt took 
„ Je SE x 101, 


5 4 FIR retreat t of ae Robillas into the Away hills, | 
which extend along the eaſtern boundary of Rohilcund, baving been 
received, the Britiſh army advanced by eaſy marches, and on the 5th 

i of November, encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot of the : 


ae of the offices killed in the aQion of the 26th October . . 


W. Odell, MW. Hinckfman,; prac Plumer, „ Jae 1 ES 


reached and took poſſeſſion of the city of Rampore, the capital of ß 


Birch. Waunded: Major R. Bruce, FT. Edwards. 1 N 7 2 Lewis 


Thomas, T. Robertſon, J. P. Pigot, cavalry. Artillery: Killed; Captain Mordaunt. 
Lieutenants: E. Baker, J. Tilfer. Mounded: (fince dead) Captain Wells, brigade | 
major. It may be. intereſti to the friends of theſe gallant officers, to learn that the 
Rh great boy: eds ge © be ae ene pk moon, on the 
6— 
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befoinimeaticales hills. The ſame day, Syud Khan, a confidential 
perſon, was diſpatched by Gholaum Mahomed into the Engliſh 
camp, with propoſals on the part of his maſter, that he (Gholaum 
Mahomed) would deliver himſelf up to the Engliſh, with the pro- 
- viſion of perſonal ſafety to himſelf, and an aſſurance from the Bri- 
tiſh general, that the honour of his family ſhould be preſerved in- 
| violate, The Engliſh commander readily acquieſced in the propoſal, 
and about one o'clock next day, the Rohilla chief was met at a 
| ſhort diſtance from the Britiſh camp, by the reſident at Lucknow, bs 
and by him conducted to the general's tent. He was accompanied : 
by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years of age, and two of 
his ſirdars, Syud Khan and Omar Khan, the latter of whom was 
an old ſoldier, who had ſhared the fortunes of the late Fizoolah 
nn, at Loll Dong, and ſerved him from that N until his 


Gholaum Mabomed 1 tovieg 1. a. his Ns it was 
; reaſonably ſuppoſed that matters would ſpeedily be brought to a con- 
dluſion; it ſoon, however, appeared, that that chief had, by the 
natural craft and corrupt turn of his own diſpoſition, been led to 
. hope that bribes, and the all- powerful influence of gold, would am 
ſecure him poſſeſſion of the jaghire. The treaſures of his late fa- 
5 ther, amounting. to an immenſe ſum, which had been amaſſed by a 
5 ſeries of the moſt prudent induſtry and rigid economy, were in bis 
'  hatids, and, though regardleſs of either honour or honeſty, he had 
on obſervation ſufficient to hope that his treaſures would not only gild 
his crimes, but mollify his enemies, and prove perſuaſive advocates 
in his favour ; in this, however, he failed ; and 1 he * 
— — ET, _ 
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and forbearance matters were only more procraſtinated, it was deter- 
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xenſe ſym of a lack of gold Neben 8 Wade 
another ta the general, and a third ta the gompany, if he could be 
| retained in the Neabot or deputyſhip of the jaghire, he was given 

to underſtand by Mr. Cherry, that he muſk far ever abandon every 

hape of that nature, and that peither the jaghire, nox even permiſſion 


dc reſide within ity precincts. would ever be granted him. After 


this ineffectual ſtruggle. ſame days paſſod without any thing being 
determined, and Gholaum Mahomed, either affacted, or really not 
 pollefling any influence over his obſtinate equntrymen, till kept aloof © 
from, deciſion, which the general perceiving, and that by patience 


mined a conſider the Robill chief entireh gut of the queſtion, and 
the plan of a ſeparate negotiation with the chiefs: in, the Rohilla 


camp Was adopted. A general pardon was offered 0 theſe miſ⸗ 


N guided men and their adherents, on their ſubmiſſion to the vizir. . 


8 Their troops had permiſſion to depart to their reſpective homes, and 1 


13 a jaghire 1 ton hcks cf abet. excluding the tQWB. | of Rampore, - 


Fon. . 238 . eee to ary _ 


denn yolicy which See Sir Robert Abereyombie — the 


Whale of theſo tranſa 


Ve and xtra demands were mack on. the yan. of the 


"hl at of Aa, a 


* 


= —— * — * — 
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vy more deceptious motives, agreed to ſend letters to the Rohilla 
camp, with poſitive orders to his firdars to ſend out his family and 


treaſures. Syud Khan was intruſted with the miſſion, and he being 


detained by the Rohillas, and no anſwer returned, Omar Khan, 


men to accede to terms. 


- this Vir Robert Abercrombie, aQuated by the hutate defite 
” of terminating the war without a farther effuſion of blood, \Fielded : 
1 8 nis aſſent: Omar Khan went, ; but never returned. 15 20 


It was now told; "from virions chanel, that Gholaum | 


| Mahomed himfclf, notwithſtanding his profeſſions of obedience, 


8 whom he had kept up a ſeeret cotreſpo 


inſure ſucceſs. 


” It was therefore determined to bring matters, at once, to an iſſue. FD 
In the evening of the 3d of December, an inſolent and contemptuous „„ 
i lefter arrived in the Engliſh camp ; in that letter, after repeating a 
| ſeries of extravagant demands, they conchaded with theſe rerark-. 
able words, * If, after this repreſentation, our requeſts. be denied, 
us throughout the empire of Fade aun, that ” 


a it will be conſpieu 
12 


with pretended anxiety to effect an accommodation, propoſed to 
_ viſit the camp, and doubted not * his n over his countty- 


was the fole eauſe of the obſtinate delay of his countrythen, with = 
dence, and utged the chiefs, 

ED who were his creatures, not to accept of any terms in which his 

- reſtoration to the jaghire was not a primary article; and he aſſured 
them, that * reſolute and unanimous in this *, * wotld £ 


236 Ap PENDIX, It. 
in the days of Uſuf Al Dowlah, aſſiſted by the n Company, 
the Rohilla nation was ae 2 | 


| The drift of this letter was cafily from FRY and at 12 o'clock 
on the ſame night, Gholaum Mahomed was ſent off under charge. 
of a regiment of cavalry, who were ordered to eſcort him to Takoor | 
Duwarah, a place about twenty miles diſtance from the camp : he 
was then delivered over to Colonel Baillie, of the iſt native bat- 5 
talion, Who had been advanced to receive him, ſhould this meaſure 
be deemed neceſſary ; ; that officer carried him on twenty miles far- 
ther, ſo that by ten o'clock next day he 1 was forty miles diſtant from 
his friends. The next morning, after ſending in a proclamation to 


the Rohillas, which was declared to be final, offering pardon, if they T 


. would ſubmit, and notifying the vizir's intention to beſtow a jaghire 


upon the infant ſon of the deceaſed Nuwaub; butin the event =. 
_ farther reſiſtance, they muſt expect to meet with — pu- . 
niſhment. 3 


The Britiſh army then l . to TION a mile * his Ro. | 


. hilla intrenchments, and the outpoſts of both armies 2 a 


few v ſhot, but without any miſchief to either . 


Tbe nal ies of this e were 10 apparent: : con- 5 


|  vinced that by the departure of their chief, all hope of his reſton- 


tion was at an end, and that the Engliſh 1 were determi 
vigor, the Rohillas, at length, began to treat with fincerity. 3 
ceſſation of arms took place on the 5th; but there being ſuch a va- 
riety of claſhing intereſts to reconcile and t to ſettle, , and n the 


Un led to act with | 
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ſcleion of the new jaghire, it was not ona the 7th inſtant the pre- 


liminary articles were ſigned . On the gth, the treaſures of the late 


- * Tranſlation of the preliminary engagement between the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mu- 


 malick Afof Jah Aſof Ul Dowla Yehiheh Khan Buhadre Huzzubber Jung, the Engliſh 


Company, and the Rohilla tribe. 


Ax ric IE I. When this preliminary engagement ſhall be exccuted, hoſtilities ſhall 
ceaſe between the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick * Jab Buhadre and his allies, and 


the Rohilla Army. 


: faults which they have committed. 


Art. III. The Rohilla army agree that they will give over, in ; depoſit, to the 
Company, whatever may remain of the treaſure of Fizoolah Khan, deceaſed. —That 
Gholaum Mahomed Khan has delivered an account of the treaſure which was left by 


the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan at his death, to the period that he had charge of it. 


From that treaſure the ſum of 1 4,000 gold mohurs has been expended fince Gholaum ; 
Mahomed, Khan Jeſt the OT: WOO this bring dedulted, the balance. is the ſum | 


ceaſed, mohuls in jaghire at the annual 'Jumma of ten lacks of rupees, and that the 


town of Rampore ſhall be a part of the faid jaghire ; and as Ahomed Ally Khan isa 
minor, therefore Nuſſur Ulli Khan Buhadre, ſon of Abdoola Khan, deceaſed, ſhall - 


be nominated the guardian of Ahmed Ally Khan, and the manager of the laid Jaghire, ” 


1 until Ahomed Ally Khan ſhall arrive at the age of twenty one years. 


this 5th Jemmaud UI Owul, 1209 Hijerah, December 7. 1794. 


Azr. II. The n Vizir u n Afof Jah Buhadre agrees s that he has 
pardoned the family of the n Fizoolah Khan, deceaſed, and their 3 the 


. 1 IV. The Men Vizir 1 Ul Mumalick Afof Jah Mass agrees, that he 
9 wil beſtow on Ahomed Ally Khan, the grandſon of the Nuwaub Fizoolah Khan, de- 


Axr. V. When the Rohilla army ſhall have given over the treaſure, as is in 

in the third article, the armies of the Nuwaub Vizir Ul Mumalick Aſof Jab Buhadre, 
and of the Engliſh Company, ſhall march from hence, and the Rohilla army ſhall diſ- 
= 12 and go wherever they think proper. Done at Putta Ghaut in the Engliſh camp, 


Te Real of the Nuwaub Vizir- The ſeal of Mr. Geo. Fre- The Ga of Natur un 


_ Ul Mumalick Aſof UI Dowla 1 Cherry on the part of Than. 
Aſof jah Yehiheh Khan Bubadre the Engliſh Company as gua- LS) 
 Huzzubber Jung. rantee to the above articles. ” 
— — 20 


2 
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Fizoolah Khan, amounting to three lacks and 80,000 gold moturs, | 

were delivered up to the Britiſh general ; and on the following day, 
the armies commenced their march on their return. When the army 

arrived at Bereilly, it was announced, in orders, that his highneſs, 
the vizir, intended to prefent the troops with a donation of cleven 
lacks of rupees, part of the treaſure which had been ſent into the 
Engliſh camp, and was delivered over to the vizir ; this was imme 
diately done, by paying it into the hands of the reſident at Lucknow, : - 


5 and the remainder the vizir carried to Lucknow. 70 


h Thus terminated a ee hich, though at the firſt. appear- 8 
ance exhibited but a flight ſpeck in the political horizon of Hin- FIR 
doſtaun, had, nevertheleſs, by a variety of circumſtances and inci- 

dental cauſes during its progreſs, threatened to prove fatal to the f 

8 intereſts of Great Britain, or, at leaſt, of giving a ſevere check to 
2 their authority. "mh hazard conjecture on an object of ſo great 1 
importance, may furely be deemed excuſcable, and if it ſhould ſerve 
do ſtimulate exertion, and animate the conduct of a wiſe and well Os 
ordered government, to the preſervation and permanency of the W 
luable pofſeſſions of Great Britain in the eaſt, the obſervation will 
not have been made i in vain. Of the preſent jaghire, as ſettled by 
: the late treaty, it yet remains to ſpeak ; it is ſituated in the fineſt e 
8 part of Rohilcund, and the jaghire i is bounded on the north by the b 
down of Akberbad, on the fouth by Millik, on the eaſt by Rooder. 

A pore, at the foot of the Almora hills, and on the welt by the village 
of Safeny ; it is in length about ſeventy miles, and thiny-Gix in 
breadth ; the circumference of the jaghire i is 291 miles, and contains 

about om | populom all ; che —— in common with the reſt of 
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| Rohileund, is a black rich loam, interſperſed in ſome hen with 
red earth; the moſt fruitful parts are the center and ſouth-weſt 
boundary. The face of the country throughout preſents a delightful 
view of large groves of mangoe trees, agreeably diverſified with 
gentle declivities and aſcents alternately. This valuable Jaghire is 
. watered by ſeveral rivers, befides ſmaller ſtreams, which contribute 
ta fertilize and embelliſh it. Among the principal are the Ram- 
| gonga and Caffillah, which have deen defcribed in the farmer wm 
of this work, = 


: The . then fo highly frond. w nature, has, never- 
ö thelels, been much aſſiſted by the induſtrious ſpirit of its inhabi- 
tants, aided ys the wile and, benevolent inſtitutions of the hte Fi. 
zoolab — 


be made; which nk the corn felds in al Annes they are 
ſufficiently broad and deep.. In the eaſtern confines, near the Al- 
wars hills, the inhabitants avail themſelves of the numerous ſtreams 
which flow bon the mountains, by making artificial darns ; ; and. : 
at the proper feafons, inundate their lands, which is of particular 
benefit to the can Exope.. All. theſe advantages & give t the country. the oy 
5 page. of an — cultivated 2 


- Mmm; nice, ad e are l in * 

. 2 and. of the beſt; quality ; the canes are from eight to ten feat 
high, and the crops of wheat, barley, and various kinds of grain. 
are — inferior io the maſt eulivated ans of Minded, the 


= APPENDIX, II; | 
principal manufacture of this jaghire is cat cotton cloth, which 


is exported acroſs the Ganges into the Doo Ab, and other parts of 


the vizir's dominions, as are likewiſe great quantities of 3 * 
and tobacco. | | 


; | Rampore, which is the capital both of the former and preſent 
jaghire, is a large town ſituated on the weſtern bank of the Coſilla 
river; it is about four miles i in circumference, and ſurrounded by a 
thick hedge of bamboo, within which are mud fortifications, to- 
tally incapable of reſiſtance. "The town is large, but the ſtreets, 2 


common throughout Aſia, are narrow. There is, however, aveay 


good | bazar, and likewiſe | a moſque, both of them the work of 7 


we Fizoolah Khan; during 1 the life-time of that chief, Rampore was 


; ſuppoſed to contain 100, inhabitants; but fince the late revolu- 
tion, great numbers of os Rohillas, in conſequence of the reduced 
eſtabliſhment, have quitted the place, and retired with their families ; 


=W wm of a maintenance. 2 


PF rbe * jaghire i is . divided into two parts, — 
5 called alſo Muſtafabad, and Shah-Abad, T he late treaty fixed the | 


| valuation of the revenues at 10 lacks and 70,000 rupees per annum; 


| but the above eſtimate was. made from a comparative ſtatement of 8 


= the Jumma, or general collection of twenty- two lacks. There i is 
1 reaſon to ſuppoſe that the part now occupied by the Rohillas, is ca- 


pable of yielding a much larger ſum; and if the induſtrious Giri : 


| of its inhabitants obtains . it will continue to iner eaſe i in 
value annually -. a | 


* During a ure which was me by Capi Jes Mow, of he Baya cn 
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As a concluſive remark, it may be obſerved, that in whatever di- 
rection we traverſe the dominions of the late Fizoolah Khan, the 
ſame induſtry and attention to cultivation is exhibited ; and every 
generous mind will doubtleſs j Join in a cordial wiſh, that no ambi- 
tious or ferocious chief will again diſturb its internal | peace and tran- 


2 


neers, wi order of government, in the years 1795-6, to aſcertain the boundaries of 
the jaghire, the author, who accompanied that gentleman, had an opportunity of a 
| perſonal inſpeQtion of every part of it, and from his my. oro ug rs ad with 

* * N 
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i Tranſlation of a Letter from the Pri nce Mirza * Bukbt 
 Febaundar Shah, eldeſt Son of Sbab-A ulum, to his M ajefty 
5 II T. King of Great Britain, mentioned i in hh 57. 


| EXORDIUM #—INVOCATION To THE DEITY. 


6 0 T HOU whoſe praiſe is the firſt object of the light an 

10 « ſplendour of dignified nature, with the celebration of which the 
«© thoughts and actions of the moſt exalted monarchs ought ever to 
. commence; the dazzling brightneſs of whoſe Purity emanates like 
1 « © the f un over the face of the whole creation, and the myſterious 5 
0 power of whoſe mighty arm is univerſally diſplayed from the 


85 loweſt earth to the higheſt heavens, Counſel and aſſiſt i in thy 7 


« mercy, thy choſen prophet, Mahomed, whom thou haſt appointed 

- the meſſenger of thy truth to the children of 1 men, and ſtrengthen : 
6s and confirm his righteous deſcendants, and followers and compa- 

6 nions, whoa are the foundation of the right way! 


vo the moſt illuſtrious prince, adorning the univerſe, in dig- 


: » All the letters 27 OR princes and oreat x men Seven Afia are ze wid a 
4 Gimitar exordium. For the Inſha or formula, the reader may confult the Ayeen | 


25  Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, or Dr. Balfour's — tranſlation of the Inſha Her- 


3 ; 
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* nity like Feridoon'®, the monarch diſtributing juſtice over the world, 
 ©* cheriſher of friends, and dreadful avenger of enemies, whoſe 
*« throne is reſplendent as that of Alexander, and magnificent as 
$6 Gemſhid +, of aſpect brilliant as the ſun, and of auſpicious fortune, 
20 the moſt exalted King of England, great as Darius |, wiſe, mag- 
** nanimous, lord of royal inſignia, who collects tribute from mighty ; 
«6 kingdoms,” be it known and underſtood; Prior to this addreſs, your 
8 ſuppliant has in the moſt explicit manner repreſented to the throne 
MM the aſy lum of the univerſe, that the diſturbances which have ariſen 
« within the empire of Hindoſtaun, the diſſenſions among the no- 
M Ability and Omrahs of high renown, the rebellious deſigns of the 


. 
0 * — 
5 nl 22 A SET A * 
* . 79 * p PC alc * s 
6 # U b a 4 7 . 


wicked, plots, treaſons and conſpiracies of diſobedient ſubjects, . 
10 have been related to you by order of the imperial preſence our re- 


9 nowned ſovereign and venerable parent, (the Khakan 9 of the 
— world, the bright taper of devotion of the great lord of the con- 


66 junction (Sahib Keraun I), and reſplendent torch of the family of : 
0 + (Goorgaun J) to the Nuwaub of exalted dignity, Mr. Haſtings, 


5 Behauder, governor-general, that he might « come to the aid and 
+ * afliſtance of the royal family. 


772 In this expectation for a Period of four years v we « (the prin) . 


© A king of Perfia famous for hs juice. 3 5 
1 A king of Perſia who is related to have bil th place of crſepolis. 
t Darius the ſon of Hyſtaſpes or Kiſht-Aſp. 3 
8 Khakan, a Scythian or Mogul title, according to kiſtorians firſt adopted by the 
2 great Timoor on his conqueſt of Tartary, and 2 aſſumed by all _ 
who fat on the throne of Hindoſtaun. f 
I Sahib Keraun. Wen eee 


nativity, or according to others, on his acceſſion to the regal dignity. 
J Goorgaun—the family from whom Timoor was deſcended. 
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« have refided with 6ur friends the Engliſh, and our wieder dear 

„a life the'vizir of the empire, and during that period we have 
* not faſledl to folicit from the counſellors of the Eaſt-India Com- 


8 the reſtoration of our imperial authority, and the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of « our INTER anne. 5 


4 $4 


- 


hs During this interval, fem the relaxed ſtate of the government, 2 


+00 nd, in conſequence of the arrival of the deceitful Marhattas, and of 
2  Sindiah (whois chief of the ſeditious) thoſe diſturbances and rebel- - 


— 0 „ lions intreaſing in tenfold proportion have augmented the diſtreſs 
” of our auguſt parent; and notwi iſtar ding the wholeſome advice | 
and ſalutary eoumeil given from the throne to the aforeſaid chief to 
5 conciliate the attachment of the ancient nobility, and extend protec- | 
1 tion to the diſtreſſed peaſantry (a conduct which, under divine fa- 


wut. —_— ſecurity and permaneney to empire) that ungrateful 


: « tinued — oppoſition, until, having by his i improper con- . 
= 2 exaſperated the Rajahs and princes « of our empire, and particu- 1 
"i Y che moſtilluſtrious prince of Jynaghur, the pillar of fidelity, „ 


— eee Pertaub Sing, as likewife the ruler of Joudpore, both of 
66 wh m are allied by blood 1 to the royal family. . 
. « uniting to puniſh the ſource of oppreſſion, gave him battle, and de- 1 


„ and 3 into the abyſs of annihilation and contempt. 


_ „Amidtt theft viciflitudes of forte, the mcRibsticn, of the re- 
* benzous inerenfed to att extent almoſt immeaſurable. 


I 


ardleſs of the royal will, has eſtabliſhed himſelf in con- 5 


Thoſe warlike chiefs, = 


5 feated him, ſo that, deprived of his office of Ameer Al Omrah, or : 
e 80 chief of nobles; he fell at once from the ſummit of imperial favour, 


cc 
1 
40 
cc 
£6 


ce 


«« | 
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e On one ſide, Gholaum Caudir Khan (ſon of the deteſted ** 


Zabita Khan, whoſe whole life was employed in conſpiring againſt 
the ſafety of the ſtate) has erected the ſtandard of rebellion. His 
example encouraging others, the diſturbances. became ſo formi- 
dable as to penetrate even to the threſhold of the imperial palace, 
ſo that our auguſt parent was neceſſitated to adopt the moſt ſtre- 


nuous efforts to nn deſtructive fire. . 


« For this + perth, hs diſpatched 8 * woe —— : 
: to this your ſuppliant, as likewiſe to the governor-general of bigh 
g dignity (Earl Cornwallis) as to our dear brother the vizir of the 8 
1 —_; to come to * aſſiſtance of the ome. court. 


But it appearing that on . eval of the imperial demand, 


« 


N 


neither the governor-general or the vizir of the empire had - 


| ceived your majeſty” 8 commands to that effect, they were of 
M0 con n conſtrained to withhold the aſſiſtance __. 


1 We, therefore, ** the loins af K ae wh the belt 
os of reſolution, and caſting our eyes towards future events, and the 


5 ** mercies of divine providence i in this ſtormy ocean of our diſtreſs, i 
© rely on your majeſty | for the reſtoration of our authority; and i; 


your majeſty, who adorns the throne of the univerſe, will graciouſly Oe 


-. 6s * condeſcend to iſue your high commands to the governor-general to Z 
3 effect the reſtoration of the royal authority i in theſe kingdoms, 55 


24 «« puniſh our rebellious ſubjects, and re-eſtabliſh the auguſt houſe of = 


10 Timoor, ſuch conduct will be perfectly conſiſtent with the dictates 


o of — and the ukges of . priperss and . the 1 


Nr l, WT; /. 


e reſult of this kind interpoſition by eſtabliſhing the ep 
8 ple of God, and affording peace and plenty to a diſtracted empire, 
© * will render your — name renowned among the princes of 
the earth. 


A As our honoured parent, his imperial majeſty, bound by every 
tie of gratitude, regards your majeſty as a brother dearer than life, 
ſo this your ſuppliant hopes to be honoured wm the * appel- | 
oy lation of your — 8 5 


ha. Fer the reſt, may 5. ſun of your majeſty's $ Juke and pro- 


4 ſperity be — * in che — of glory : and auf = 


460 cious fortune.” 


The: above Ang ee ee Ane 2765.1 previous to the ” 
prince's departure from Lucknow to Delhi the laſt time; though the author has not 
been able to learn from the moſt diligent i inquiry whether it was ever ſent to England, 


but as the ſubject- matter of it contains a faithful picture of the wretched * a the | 


5 * de has deemed it worthy of infertion. 


DE To Major Ouſely, hath dequilicicns' in eaſtern literature have already 

£2 ſo much benefited the Public, the author begs leave to offer his hearty 5 

; thanks for the uſe of the elegant Perfian type of the above letter, with- 
out which aſſiſtance he ſhould have ſuſtained * inconvenience. 
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APP ENDIX, IV. 


Free Tranſation, in vent. . an xxo compoſed by SBS. Aulun 
Lk the * f his Sight, * — rorh, Lage 180. | 


* WHERE with bright pomp the ftely domes ariſe, 
0 In yon dark tower an aged monarch lies, — 
5 Forlomn, de jected, blind, replete with woes, 
| | In tears his venerable aſpect ſhews ; . 
As through the lonely courts I bent my way, — | 
Sounds f ſtruck * car, W which faid, 2 r ſeem'd to r. 


. the l 8 from hs N 
* In dreadful clouds has dimm d the imperial tar; 

« Has to the winds, and broad expanſe of heaven, | 

* My ſtate, my royalty, and kingdom given ; 1 

3 Time was, E King, when clothed'i in power 8 
Thy voice was heard, and nations hail'd the . J “! 
1 Nov ſad reverſe, for ſordid luſt of gold, Es 5 Es | LS, il 

1 " By traitorous vues. ay throne and empire fold. ee 


* 
' 


oma par he ng, 3 caleulated to give. to + 
— — — a5 in the king's own words, —: S BEE. 


xX 2 
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See youre: Afghan“ with intemperate haſte, 
 Gleirfis like a meteor through the palace waſte, 
Frowning. terrific, threatens with a grave 

Thy progeny, O Timoor, good and brave; 
Yet, not the treatment from th* inhuman foe, 


Not all my kingly ftate in duſt laid low, 

Can to this breaſt ſuch tofturing pain impart, 

As does, O Nazir -t, thy deteſted art; 44 

But tho? too late, the day of 8 come, | my 
The tyrant whom thou ſerv'dſt has ſeal'd thy dann... ef 
E Has hurled "thee, rebel, headlong from the height | 
Of power abuſed, and done thy ſovereign. right : : 
Chaſte partners of my bed, and j Joys A 
Once my delight, but now bow changed the ſcene | 1 

C ondemned with me in plaintive ſtrains to mourn, 

The ſcanty pittance from our offspring torn ! * 

The viper, whom with foſtering care 1 nurſt, 1 
# Deep i in my boſom plants. his ſting accurſt ; „ 
Riots in blood, and heedleſs of his word, = 
Pants for the ruin of his ſovereign lord. 

8 Nobles ingrate , upbeld by power and pride, : 


8 To whom our favours never were denied; 


See to what miſery and dire ditgrace, 


; Vour . accurſed, has brought a royal 1 race: e: 5 


= i. ** nnn 5 


+ Munſoor Ali Khan, ſuperintendant of the houſehold. 85 
4 Tix Mogul ai who abandoned the king on ths appro of th rebel. 


4 


APPENDIX, IV. 83 
Bright northern ſtar from Cabul's 28 advance, | 5 
«© Imperial Timoor * poize the avenging lance. 


On theſe vile traitors quick deſtruction pour, 


7 


Redreſs my wrongs, and kingly rights reſtore; 
Thee too, O Sindiah, illuſtrious chief, 

Who once didft promiſe. to afford relief ; 

Thee 1 invoke, exert thy generous =. | 
And o'er their heads high wave the avenging bade. 
And ye, O faithful pillars of my ſtate, 98 

By friendſhip bound, and by my power late, 
Haſten, 0 Aſuf „ and ye Engliſh chiefs} * 


Nor bluſh to ſooth an injured monarch's griefs ; 3. 


* 


0 


But ſtay my ſoul, unworthy rage diſown, 
3 Learn to ſuſtain the loſs of ſight and throne; = 


Learn that imperial pride, and ſtar-clad power, 


Are but the fleeting pageants of an hour ; | 1 
« In the true crucible of dire diſtreſs, 


Purged of alloy, thy ſorrows ſoon ſhall ceaſe ; ; 


«© What! though the ſun of empire and command, 
80 Shom of its beams, enlj ghiens not the land; | 


— Thus Shah, king of Cabul, on his FOLEY the Abdallee s, laſt vil to Delhi, . 
was married to a princeſs of the royal family, worn you * * 22 Shah, 2 ; 
chm to the throne of Hindoſan. 
— Afuf Al Dowla, vir of the empire. 


1 It is much to be lamented, that the ſtate of politics at : Calcutta could not, at 
: that time, admit of government interfering on the occafion—for ſuch was the influence = 
of the Britiſh name, that had the detach".-nt ſtationed at Anopſhire, only marched | 
our of their cantonments, the brutal tyrant — and — 
6 tunes been averted: 


* _— 


. was eiained by the author whilf at Delhi, and therefore appeared to him 


the moſt authentic ; but he himſelf bound to 
faid to be written by Captain 
; of the 
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he has read a poetic 


